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TESTIMONIALS 



TO COLONEL WELSHES REMINISCENCES. 



The following extracts of critical notices sufficiently 
evidence the very high estimation attached to Colonel 
Welsh's work, by the different Reviews, &c, 

" This is a very various and agreeable publication, displajring much 
acuteness, good sense, and good feeling ; ihe author speaks, it ^s true, as 
a plain soldier ; but his general views are discriminating, and his local 
descriptions and remarks at once concise and sufficient. 

" The forty years' experience of a clever, observant, and sensible man, 
who has seen service in, and traversed almost every part of our vast In- 
dian Empire, could not fail to yield materials for a work far larger than 
these Reminiscences; and, accustomed a^ we are to be treated with six 
weeks' tours, over no very strange countries, extended to as great a length, 
we think well of the taste and moderation of Colonel Welsh* in limiting 
his selections within so acceptable a compass. 

" Nearly one hundred plates increase the interest of these very amusing 
volumes — of which we now take our leave, and thank their author for 
the pleasure they have afforded us." — Literary Gazette. 

" These volumes are modest in their pretensions, yet the variety of cu- 
rious and interesting facts which fell under the author's notice during his 
forty years' campaign in India, are conveyed in a plain, manly style, 
suitable to the subject."— ^^Aew^fum. 

" The industry with which Colond Welsh bias collected and noticed 
the most important facts connected with the History of India, is very 
praiseworthy and the work which has been produced out of such mate; 
rials, is interesting in the highest degree. Nearly one hundred plates 
enrich the volumes, which are written in the simplest and best style of 
narrative. There is no affectation, none of the common yiinity of com- 
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mon authors discernible; the interest is derived from the incidents which 
are recorded, and these are. not less important than they are entertaining. 
We can only add that the volumes contain more information respecting 
the progress of our arms in India, and the general history of the 
country than any other work of the same size at present extant/' 

Lady's Magazine* 

"At a time when the connection of Great Britain with her extensive 
territories in the Eastern world, and her commercial relations with that 
vast region, are canvassed with the most jealous scrutiny, and when the 
capabilities, the internal resources, and external advantages of the 
country, owning her dominion, are no less objects of political consider- 
ation and public discussion than the habits, manners, customs, and dis- 
positions of the people, upon all of which the maintenance of our future 
interests in that quarter of the globe must eventually depend ; we hail with 
peculiar pleasure the publication of a work so well qualified to afford 
the most important information, illustrated by the details of personal 
experience, as " Ihe Military ReminiscenceSy^ of Colonel Welsh. The 
knowledge so arduously acquired, and the intelligence so practically 
gathered from nearly forty years of active service in that country, are in 
our eyes, infinitely more valuable than any mere statistical report offi- 
pially made, or than the inquiry- of any agent of a government, or instru- 
ment of a political party could be, inasmuch as we have here presented 
to us the candid and unprejudiced views and opinions of a disinterested 
observer of passing events; — not the casual or incidental occurrences 
of a few days, weeks, months, or yeav9> but the transactions which have 
occupied the space of nearly half a century, and which furnish the 
strongest chain of evidence that can be adduced in support of the 
writer's estimate of the natural and political condition of the land in 
which he lived, and the people amongst whom so long and so eventful a 
period of his life has been passed. — Colonel Welsh brought to his 
laborious task a well cultivated, a liberal and discerning mind, and he 
has given tlie result of his observations to his countrymen — who, are of 
all other nations, the most deeply interested in the subject — with un- 
ostentatious sincerity and frankness ; whilst the strongest assurance of 
the authenticity of his record may be derived from the high character he 
enjoyed as a gallant and distinguished officer, and the talent and in- 
tegrity displayed in every page of the work. The recital of 

" The battles, rieges, foxtnnes, he has passM, 
E'en from his boyish days," 
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i$ judiciously and cleverly illustrated by engravings from the drawmgs^ 
of Colonel Welsh ; and the! volames whioh we have unfeigned aadisS&n* 
tioR in recommending to public favor, have issued from the press in a 
style most creditable to the publishers, and worthy of the authorV 
uuassuming merit." — Cheltenham JoumaL 

"The journal of a soldier in India requires neither language nor sen- 
timent to recommend it to the reader ; fidelity and regularity are soldier- 
« 

like qualifications, and events, persons, places, faithfully described and 
regularly entered, would make a romance on the back of the muster-roll. 

" We can trace the author's strength of mind in the vivid touches of 
description that enliven these volumes, while the beautiful pagodas, 
hill-forts, and striking features of this part of India, are illustrated with 
good views, and the non-military part becomes, if possible, more inter- 
esting to the general reader. 

" We have thus traced a few pages of the Colonel's journal, that the 

reader may form an accurate idea of the whole; the events increase in 

interest as the work progresses ; and we need only add that the volumes 

are printed in the best style, and, with the engravings, forms a good 

specimen of the present state of the English Press.'* — Atlas, 
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MEMORIAL, 

ADDRESSED Td 

THE COURT OP DIRECTORS 

OF THiJ HONORABLE THE - 

EAST INDIA COMPANY, 

COLONEL JAMES WELSH, 

LATE OF THE MADRAS ESTABLISHMENT: 

Accompanied by cofibs o9 

TWO UNANSWERED MEMORIALS 

FROM THAT OFFICER, 
FORWARDED FROM THE EAST INDIES IN THE YEARS 1807 and 1810. 



LONDON: 
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DIRECTIONS FOR PLACING THE PLATES. 

Sketch, shewing the relatiye situatSona of Chocampetty, Courtallum, 
Pallaincottafa, and Tntucoiyn to face p. 177 

Sketch of the Barracks, Mosque, Faoqneer's Hat, ftc. &c. to fi»ce p. 205 



9. H'MfLLAIf, PRINTER, B0W-8TREBT, COVSNT-GARDBK. 



MEMORIAL, 

TO THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

HONORABLE THE EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

Honorable Sirs, 

Under a firm impression tbat 

your Honorat>le Court is always willing to receive and 

attend to the respectful appeals of your far-distant 

Servants in the East, and, even where you cannot 

approve, at least to decide on them; I fee) assured 

that accident, and the pressure of matters of greater 

importance, at the time of their arrival, could alone 

have caused my Memorials of the 3rd April, 1807, and 

the 23rd April, 1810, to be laid aside, and subsequently 

forgotten. 

Having so long and so anxiously looked forward in 

vain for those decisions, which the separate cases 

might appear to merit, I trust I may now, however 

late, presume to recal the , subject to the notice of 

your Honorable Board, and to solicit a perusal of the 

following copies of originals already forwarded through 

the regular channels ; by which I venture to presume 

it will appear, that the only return for a zealous 

. and faithful discharge of my duty, was censure after 

B 
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acquittal, and heavy pecuniary losses^ in the first 
instance; added to the deprivation of what is generally 
conceived an established right, in the second. 

It might naturally have been stipposed, that the 
after event of the Travancore War, would have re- 
moved that bar to my advancement of which I origi- 
nally complained ; but this was by no means the case ; 
and nothing but the long subsequent appointment of 
the kind and upright Sir Thomas Munro to the Go- 
vernment of Madras, to whom I was fortunately well 
known, could, in all human probability, have ever 
enabled me to revisit my native land on the allowances 
of my rank, after a service of forty years, and thus to 
address myself direct to your Honorable Board. 

In conclusion, I beg leave most respectfully to urge, 
that the very considerable delay which has occurred 
in noticing transactions of such a distant period, as it 
has in reality been an increasing injury to my fortune, 
cannot fairly be supposed to have weakened my claim 
to your kind consideration, provided you shall find 
that I was originally entitled to your regard. 

I have the honor to be. 
Honorable Sirs, 

Your most obedient and 
faithful Servant, 

Jam£s Welsh, 

Colonel, Madras EstabliahmeBt. 
Cheltenham, 
August 11, 1830. 
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(COPY). 

7b Messrs. Parry and Grant, Chairman and' Deputy of 

the Court of Directors. 

Gentlemen^ 

Having tak^n my passage in the 

Earl Spencer^ which sail6 next mohtfa for India, I ani 

oblig^ed^to give in my Official Appeatl te the justice of 

my Honorable Employers, without wiaiting any Ibnger 

for intelligence of the arrival df the Right Hohorablcf 

Lord W. G. BentindVs promi^d Dispatch, attheThdtiJf 

House; and as I have had ^ev^tal hinrts sin^d Teamed 

to this country, that my motites and object ih that 

Appeal wete not fully understood by some 6f th^ Ge^- 

tinmen composing the Honorable Coui't, and that they 

conceived the Acquittal of a Court Martial' Was all' the 

justice I could in reasoil expect, I take the Ubi^'rty^to 

state for their informatidn, the grounds on which l"" 

presume to intrude wpon th^ni. 

In April 1805, wheti only a Captain, having been 

previously recommiended to^the Commander-in-Chief 

and Government by the Honorable Sir Arthur Wei* 

lesley, I obtained the command of the 1st Battalion' 

3rd Regiment N. li It was then in the field, on tl^o 

Peishwah's frontier, in an* expensive and unhealthy' 

couDtryi. After remaiding ill the Mahratt^- territories' 

seven' months longer, I received orders to matth't&e' 

Corps back singly to the Camatic. 

b2 



It may be easily conceived, that a journey of 900 
miles through a country unfrequented, and lately the 
seat of famine and death, could not but be attended 
with considerable expence ; and the wear and tear of 
camp equipage alone, in a march of three months and 
a half, is no trifle in India. 

No sooner was it known at Madras that this dis- 
tinguished Corps was ordered back into garrison in 
the-Camatic, than several applications were made to 
Head-Quarters for the command ; among the rest was 
Colonel Dyce, who commanded the fort and district 
where it was stationed ; and he (though a man of great 
interest) was refused, with this reply : ^^ That Captain 
'^ Welsh had 'long served with the Corps, and com- 
^^ manded it in the field, at considerable expence, and 
" therefore it was the Commander-in-Chief's deter- 
'' mination to allow him to enjoy the benefit of it in 
" garrison/^ — (For the truth of this I appeal to the 
Commander-in-Chief, Sir John Cradock, and the Ad- 
jutant-General, Colonel Agnew).— I further know, that 
at the time I disarmed the Corps -at Pallamcottah, it 
was determined at Madras that I should be appointed 
to the command of Madura, with my own Corps to 
form the garrison. 

I readily acknowledge, that I had no title whatever 
(arising from rank) to either situation; but I must con- 
tend, that having obtained the one, and been deemed 
deserving of the other, as a reward for supposed ser- 
vices, the unqualified censure of the Governor in 
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Public Orders^ ia opposition to the sentence of a re- 
spectable and competent tribunal, and to the wishes 
and opinions of the Commander-in-Chief (who had 
issued an Order of a very different complexion, and 
had restored me to my Command), was an injustice 
which fully warrants my Appeal ; for it was not cus- 
tomary for the Governor to interfere with the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, in the appointment and removal of 
Lieutenant-Colonels to Battalions, which in this in- 
stance his Lordship certainly did, by preventing the 
removal of Lieutenant-Colonel Vesey to the 7th Re- 
giment, from which he had been called in December, 
prior to iny Trial, on purpose to supersede me in the 
command of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment. 

By my sudden removal from the Corps in December 
1806, when on the march from Pallamcottah to Tri- 
chinopoly, I was forced to leave all my accounts 
unsettled, and (independent of my allowances being 
reduced to one- third) I received from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Vesey (by the award of a Committee) only 
450 pagodas for public camp-equipage and cattle, 
which had cost me upwards of 1200, and for a very 
small part of which I had voluntarily paid him nearly 
800 pagodas the year before. 

My Memorial states the situation in which I was 
placed on the 3rd April last year; a situation entirely 
resulting from. the treatment I had received for a 
faithful, and, I may add, spirited discharge of my duty. 

Distress of mind had increased a disorder which 
ease and comfort had before nearly eradicated, and 1 



y^ts at^lapt forced to return to this country to s^ve my 
.life^ hfiv^fi^ borrowed up.wards of £1200 sterling before 
J could leave India ; and to sum up the whole in a 
/[(BjW woj;ds, I majr aafely as§ert^ that by ,tjie time ,of iny 
jretui;^ ^^o ^^dj^, n^ ^efpenqes, since J. w^s^ Jtoni (fiQjfCL 
jo^^C^mm^nd, will not fall short of £3000^ in whjlcb 
Period ,my ji^y will have ^tmounted to about X8I00. 

f trupt ijt will therefore be evident to you/ that the 
<^nti^^ation of a public censure ^gainst me^ Q^QSt jbe 
j^^ended \\yji^tb the niost distressing cojsseq^uenjces to 
p^f %f^il^> ^)^o look up 1,0 me ;f9r £^^port^ and tM^ 
a^^ j^j^rpo^ition of my Honorable Af asters ,can alone 
j^lieye i^e fiilly from i,ts effects, jand e^f^le jnj future 
services to be crowned with that success, which I trusjt 
they ^Iiall ^lerit, at the bands of a liberal Govemment. 

I have the Honor to be, 

&c. &c. 
piackheqth, (Signed) J. W^lsh, 

-Apvil 1 4« ] 809. H^i^^i Madras j^t^blisbment. 



(COPY). 

To the Honorable Court of Directors of the Honorable 

East India Company. 

IIavii;(g addressed a Meu^orial 
to your Honorable Court ojx the }3?4 -^p^I last year, 
thrp^^h tft^ Cpmi|iande{r-io-Ch|ef wd Goverpor of Fort 
^t. Geojcg^, I Ijg,^ propeedpd to ^^ fpr the benefit of 



my health, when my complaint inclreased to gnch H 
degree, -as to force me to Tetum to this country. 

After torching at Madras (where the ship was de- 
tained font days tbt pubKc diispatches), 'I arrived here 
last November, In th« fond hopes that my Official 
Memorial would have reached the India House by the 
safne conveyance ; that I ifsbould have been permitted 
to lay before jowt Honorable Court some filrther Do- 
cuments on the subject, and tbat I should, long ere 
this, hhve rteeived at the bands «f my Honorablb 
Emf^Ioyers, that decision which my case might i^ear 
to merit, a^ to which most of my Brother Offibers in 
India ^fe now lo6king anxiously forward. My disap- 
pointment was therefore great, when I found that two 
separate Dispatches arrived without my papers; as it 
precluded me from obtaining that juistice whidh 1 am 
confident aH atteiitiv^ piemsal 1V6nld induce y^u fo 
accord. 

The recent arrival of a larg^ fleet of Indiamen from 
tbat quarter, leads me now to ho|^ that they may 
have reached your hftndd; at toy rate^ with the ih* 
closed authority for my expeetatioBS^ permit nie to lay 
before yoil> and to solicit a pertisai of the accdinpahy- 
itig Manuscripts, which Contain correct Copi^is of every 
Documtet cbniiected with tfad kabjecti togelMr with 
Notes of my own, in explanation of such psrtii as 
appeared to require them. 

My health being somewhat improved, and the main- 
tenance of my family imperiously demanding my re- 
tufri 16 ^y duty (fot Major's bare p&y in Bi^laiid is 



totally inadequate to that purpose), I propose em- 
barking next month in the Earl Spencer^ and trust 
your Honorable Court will grant me as early a decision 
as the pressure of more important affairs will admit of. 

It may be supposed that the subsequent recal of 
the Right Honorable Lord William Bentinck has in 
some measure removed the cause of my Memorial ; 
but the effect has been most fatal to the interests of 
my family. A detail of particulars would exceed the 
bounds of a Letter; I shall therefore only add, that a 
reference to the following Gentlemen 'now in England, 
would satisfy you as to my general character aiid 
conduct in your service, and also with regard to many 
of the most material points connected with my late 
Trial, viz. 

Major-General Campbell, 

Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, H. M. 94th Regiment-, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dighton, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Robertson, 
Msgor Bryce, and 

Mr. J. Cochrane, of the Civil Service, late Zillah 
Judge of Combeconum. 

To the justice, wisdom, and liberality of your Ho- 
norable Court I have appealed, and do appeal, with 
confidence, for relief from unmerited difficulties and 
distress. 

I have the Honor to be, 

&c. &c. 
Blackhecuh, (Signed) J. Welsh, 

April 14, 1808. Major, Madras Establishment. 



(COPY). 

To Charles Grant, Esq. Deputy- Chainnan, bic. j^c. S^c. 

Dear Sir, 

As the Earl Spencer is now likely 
to sail in a few days, I grow more anxious to know 
the result of my appeal for justice from the Honorable 
Court of Directors. I trust you will therefore excuse 
the liberty I take, in requesting that you will have 
the goodness to favor me with a line, to inform me 
whether any decision has yet been passed, or whether 
it will be signified to me ere my departure from this 
country. As I am returning to my duty in that quarter 
where an unjust censure has been passed on my 
conduct, you may conceive how anxious I am to 
carry with me a justification from the fountain-head ; 
and this public refutation of that stigma, can alone 
prevent my friends in England from publishing my 
Court Martial^ and every other Document, to the world, 
as I shall leave them for that purpose, in case I am 
so unfortunate as not to meet with the avowed appro- 
bation of my Honorable Masters ; as it will then be the 
only method left me, of counteracting the effects of 
Lord Bentinck's censure. But from the known libe- 
rality and justice of the Court of Directors, I have 
every reason to expect ample amends for my late 
sufferings (which have far exceeded what I have stated 
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in my official communicatioiisX provided they can find 
time to read my papers^ or to inquire into the proofs 
of my allegations. 

&c. &c. &c. 
Grote^s Buildings, j^ Welsh. 

BlacKkeath, 
May 16, 1808. 



(COPY). 

To Major Jame$ Welsh, Portsmouth. 

East'India House, 
2nd June, 08. 

Dear Sir^ 

I AM desired by the Depaty-Chairman 
to inform yon^ that it has not been discovered till this 
morning, that your Court Martial has been sent in the 
Secret Department, and that it will be taken into 
consideration as early as possible. 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Tours truly, 

T. E. Baker. 

P. S. — Of course you not trouble yourself to forward 
the one from Portsmouth*. 



* Note, — ^I had giyen in a Manuscript one, with Notes, but was informed 
the Court must have the original proceedings.— -J. Welsh. 





EaUrmt of a General i^^tter from the Honorable Court 
f^ Dire^QTs in the Military Department, dated 25tth 

April, 1810. 

162. "We have received the Me- 

Generol Orders on-N .. - ^ jj/. ai. 

the Conduct of Lt.. Jnionals you have forwarded from these 
Col. Grant & Major I Officers, upon the subjcct referred to 

J. W/i^h,, revpoct* \ 

ing Distrust of Na- pn this paragraph, and shall hereafter 
tiTc Troops under | communicate such Observations thereon 

as may appear necessary*.*' 



his coimuand. J 



(True Extracts), 

(Signed) J. H. P^iLfi, 

Secretary to Gorernment. 

(True Extracts), 
Ex*»- A. D£PANZA. (Signed) P. A. Agnew, 

M. fl. 

'Extract from the JIfinutes of (he Honorable the Governor 
in Council, dated 6th November, 1810. 

*' Ordered, That a copy of this paragraph be sent to 
'' the Commander-in-Chief, for communication to the 
" parties concerned." 



(8167). 

GENflRAL ORPERS. 

Wead'Quarlisr9, ChouUry Plain, 
%Oth November, I8O7. 

6. O. By the Gpmii|sui4ipr^inrCbief, 

The following Extracts from the Confijrmed Pro- 
ceedings of a Gweial Court Martial assembled in Fort 



^ After twenty-three years waiting, this is the sole answer I have as yet 
rwd^a from % Ji^ Hqi^se,-^. ^ej^^. 
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St. George on the 24th February, 1807, in virtue of 
authority from the Commander-in-Chief, and of which 
Major-General Dugald Campbell is President, are 
published to the Army. 

CHARGES. 

Major James Welsh, of the 3rd Regiment of the 
Native Infantry, placed in arrest by order of the 
Commander-in-Chief, for unofficer-like and precipitate 
conduct, disreputable to the military character, incon- 
sistent with his duty as an Officer in command, and 
highly injurious to the public interests, in the following 
instances : 

1st, In having, on the 19th day of November, 1806, 
when commanding as the Senior Officer present in the 
Fort of Pallamcottah, caused twenty Native Officers 
of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment of Native Infantry 
to be confined, and a large proportion of that Battalion 
to be disarmed, without any justifiable cause, adequate 
necessity, or deliberate investigations of the allegations 
on which a measure of such extremity was adopted. 

3nd, In having, on the 19th day of November, 1806, 
expelled from the Fort of Pallamcottah, the Mahome- 
dan troops of the garrison, whom he had previously 
caused to be disarmed, on vague suspicion of their 
general disafi*ection ; thus tending to produce disunion 
and mutual distrust in the various classes of men 
composing the British Army in India. 

3rd, In having addressed various Letters, written in 
terms not warranted by the occasion, but teading to 
excite alarm, to Ceylon, to Trichinopoly, and to 
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Travancore; and particularly in having addressed a 
Letter, dated the 20th of November, 1806, to the 
Officer commanding the troops at Quilon, asserting, as 
consistent with his positive knowledge, the existence 
of designs the most alarming, and urging distrust of the 
Mahomedan troops ; thus creating false alarms in the 
quarters of the Travancore Subsidiary Force, and sti- 
mulating measures of the most injurious tendency to 
the general interests of the state. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

Fort Si. George, (Signed) P. A. Agnew, 

}Slh December, 1806. Adjutant-Genend of the Army. 

SENTENCE. 
The Court, after the most serious deliberation on the 
several Charges, the Evidence adduced in support of 
them, and the Evidence brought by the Prisoner, Major 
Welsh, in his defence, say that he is not guilty of the 
first, second, and third charges, and do most honorably 
acquit him of the same. 
(Signed) C. Marsh, (Signed) Dugald Campbell, 

Acting Jadge-Adyocate-GeQeral. Major-General and President. 

Approved and Confirmed, 
Fort St, George, (Signed) J. F. Cradock. 

March 1, 1807. 

CHARGES. 

Lieutenant*ColoneI R. M. Grant, of the 2nd Battalion 
6th Regiment of Native Infantry, ordered in arrest by 
the Commander-in-Chief, 

1st, For conduct unofficer-like, and inconsistent with 



12 

his duty as coiiitAainding the Subsidiary Force in IVa- 
vancore^ in causing, on the lilJst knd 2Stid days of 
November last, a large proportion of the Native Trbops^ 
then under bis cominand^ to be disarmed; withdut att^ 
justifiable cause or adequate necessity. 

end; For conduct highly disreputable to the military 
character; and injurious to the public interests^ in 
adopting; without ascertaining its necessity by previous^ 
inquiry^ a measure of such extremity; tending to ex- 
cite mutual distrust between the European and Native 
Members of the Service. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief^ 

Fort St. George, (Signed) P. A . A g N E w, 

13I& December, 1806. Adjtiftiint-iClcneratof the Army. 

SENTfiNCE.. 

The Courts having taken int6 their most serious at- 
tention the Charges preferred against the Prisoiief^ the 
Evidence adduced in support of them/ the Defence of ' 
the Prisoner, and the Evidence adduced by hiin in 
his behalf, say, that the Prisoner, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Grant, is not guilty of either of the above charges, and 
do moreover honorably acquit him of the same^ 

(Signed) C. MarSiH, (Signed) Dugald Campbex.l^ 

Acting Judge-AdTOcate-General. PrMident and Major-General. 

Approved and Confirmed, 

(Signed) J. F. Cradogk, 

March 15,^807. LietitenMt-Genet^h 



Id 

The General Court Martial, of which Major-General 
Campbell is President, is dissolved. 

(Signed) P. A. Agnew, 

Adjutant-General of the Army. 



Note, — ^A very satisfactory Order by the Commander-in-Chief, in which 
he congratulate Lie^tenant-Oolonel Graqt^ind myself oa the complete and 
honorable triumph we bad obtained by the Sentence of a most respectable 
General Conrt MArtial (selected by him to give weight to their decision) , after 
Wje-)ia4 beenjconfined and degraded,, through ignovanoe and mis<^statement, 
was published, and ordered to be read with our sentences, but was suppressed 
at the particular desire of the Governor. The Commander-in-Chief, how- 
ever, entered it in a Minute of Council, and allawed me the perusal of both, 
with injunctions not to copy them. I was to have been immediately rein- 
stated in the command of my Corps, and.it wa« his Excellency's intention, 
after 1 had joined it, to remove me to the command of the other Battalion 
of the Regiment, having afforded my feelings thegratcfol trhimph of proving 
my innocence, in the most conspicuous manner, to the Native Army ; and 
thm giving^ me van. «qual command of a Corps- which had not intended 
treacherously to murder their Officers. Thi^ would have atoned at once for 
all that I had suffered, and my private losses would not have been remem- 
bsred ; but the Right Honorable Lord W. Bentinck had determined other- 
wise ;;aud. the miMiwhomhe haa. acknowledged in privatqconrersatiOD (with 
two respectable individuals) to have done his duty, and acted with spirit 
and integrity^ waB4o4)e.fttrther-d egra d ed »4» >upp # r to f his L ord s hip 's rimost 
insulated opinion of the loyalty and attachment of the Mussulmen of the 
l8t BMtftiion 3rd Regiment, &c. &c. My command was therefore withheld, 
and tin Order published^ of such an injurious tendency, that the Commander^ 
in-Chief^ at the suggestion of an Officer high in rank and situation (and who 
hasbeen-to me a most -steady und kind fH6nd), waited upon the Gdvemor, 
and told him that the publication of such an Order would disgust the whole 
Army. Hi^ LoTdship ordered the copy that had been inserted in the Garrison 
OrderlyBook- to be* cut out immediately, and suppressed those for distant 
stations. This led me, and every body, to suppose that his Lordship had 
seen matters in their true light, and I waited upon him at his next levee ; 
told \Aml hoped that my recent most honorable acquittal would now remove 
eveiy sentiment to my prejudice,' on the part of Government, and that I 
should now- be restored to .my just rights in the command of the Cd^s. As 
I have made it -a rule not to assert -any thing in these pages, that I cannot 
establish by respectable witnesses, and positive proof, and as his Lordship 
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(2169). 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Hecui'Quartere of the Army, 
Choultry Plain, 22nd March, 1807. 

The Right Honorable the Governor in Council 
having addressed the subjoined Orders to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, to be published to the Army, they 
are accordingly published in Military Orders. 



Fort St. George, 20th March, 1807. 

G. O. By Government. 

The Commander-in-Chief has laid before Govern- 
ment the Proceedings of the Court Martial held upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Grant and Major Welsh, and his 
Lordship in Council has seen with great satisfaction. 



and I were alone at this our only meeting, I will only say, that his Lord- 
ship's answers were not calculated to be fully understood — ^he said he was 
only an individual, &c. &c. It would not have become me (in our then 
relative situations) to have told his Lordship, that I knew he was the otify 
individual in the Government who stood in the way of my rights. 

I therefore took my leave, and to my utter astonishment, the next day 
appeared the following mutilated Copy of the Order which he had lately 
recalled. 

Having appealed through his Lordship to a higher authority, while I re- 
mained in India, I trust I may be allowed to assert the truth in England, 
without the fear of punishment for disrespect to the Government under 
which I served while there. My character and my commission are all that 
are now left me, and I thank God that they were never at his Lordship's 
disposal. — (Signed) J. Welsh. 
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the honorable vindication which the opinion of the 
Court has aflforded to the reputation of Lieutenant- 
Colonel Grant and Major Welsh. His LoYdship in 
Council is disposed entirely to concur in the purity of 
intention, and zeal for the public service, by which 
these Officers vi^ere actuated. 

While the Court Martial have done justice to the 
Officers who have been arraigned before them, it is 
also the peculiar duty of his Lordship in Council— the 
guardian alike of the honor of all, of the Soldier as of 
the Sepoy, of the European as of the Native Officer- 
to express his deep concern, that the^ effect both of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Grant's and Migor Welsh's con<^ 
duct, must necessarily tend to the degradation and 
distrust of a large portion of a most loyal and fiiithful 
branch of our Army. His Lordship in Council, re-* 
sponsible for the public welfare, feels it his duty to 
make known to the Officers of the Army, his decided 
opinion, that such acts are most injurious to the best 
interests of the State. To involve the innocent with 
the guilty, and include in a sweeping implication of 
guilt, a numerous body of men, on the ground of ge- 
neral suspicion or apprehension, is a mode of pro- 
ceeding which, on the immutable principles of justice, 
as well aa on the soundest maxims of established 
policy, no just Government can tolerate, and which 
every wise Government must condemn : no:, fidelity, 
however sill,tinch, can withstand such marked distrust. 
His Lordship in Council therefore, while with the 

c 
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Cyjirf Bf^is^f^JI ,he tfi^e^ f^>ll credit 4q the ^onojal^ji? 

9,annot ^jf,\ d^ep^y l^ent tl)e inipjr^ssi9p vWcli s?^ 
f.?<f ??,¥f t Wal^e upW t^e m^^ pf^e I^^tivjj Tri?©^?, 
TP .ef.<?F9.te tl»S effe^ct? of ?u,cli cofldvic^ tp thp in- 
terests of the British Empirie^ is the pect^^ p]f9vjyace 

9.( .*'??, ^9y?^ojf » <K9?ncU. Ti^« J??*?^9^ occasion 
^P?a?^ ,*i? Aepfaiid fi^o^p gifiyeti^ei^,t t^e decljir^^iop 
9,nhefte f^5^^ pna?«ASS/ TPf5 W^ sftlntRfy ^ tJ>6»- 
¥?W» ?^«? WP^tMffpff^i-^ly WWJl«»%4 \Ul tbe hif^jBst 

i^ C,<»)^i^ ,l«aaif^? <iJ?>? co^^al c9.ppeRatij^p p/ all ^ 

By order of the Right Honorable the Governor in 

Conncil, 

(Signed) G Bcchan, 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief, 

» 

(Signed) P. A. Agnew, 

Adj.-Gen. of the Army. 



iVb/d.^Contrasted with this Order, and the sabsequent punishment of 
both Cyioecsy I hsg le«re to ^ulijfliii a Lstt^r, eztcacted fcbn^ the Li£b of 

Sir Thomas Mmiro : 

,'.,>,.i In w* (COPY). 

MVDEAES.E, ^f r^* ^m ^f .^» ^ w 

% l|»199.«7CLiry rei^op to b^i^t^, Juidfi«d« undoubtedly 
to knqir, that thr ^m^^saries and adheients of the Sons of Tlppoo Soltan hare 
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4ockj, Cfi^fmflfijstfnif in Cfiftf, f^c. ftp^ f^e. Fort *§i(. 
George. 

I TAiiE the liberty to forw^ AhMu^ for 
the Right Honorable the Governor in Council, enclos- 
ing a Memorial to the Court of Directors, which 1 
humbly request your Excellency will favor with your 
support. 

Humbly conceiving that et^ry S6\Si^t who feels 
himself aggrieved, has a right, in respeC)l|ifJ jlampage, 



■•*"^"»»*w~»^»"^-^»<^— w*p*i»iwi»-4rp**»— ■**"^rr^p»i" 



been most active below Uie Ghauts. Great relfaoice is bM to lucre 6eeA 

PH^ upo9 ^ GttfT«(«coiideii ^^^1^99 }7 ihfi Pnppet. I ff9$v^mmt r^f 

to use the utmost tigilance and precaatipo ; j^nd ][oa aie here^^ autjfipriEed, 
upon any symptom or appearance of insurrection, to take such m'easures tii 
yon may ^can ntceasary. Let me •dviae ym ttot U ftaM* fMi mmck ^* 
l^e^da^ce on aoy of t^e Native Troops. It jf ^n)|^9sible at 4^ io.Qme«.t t^ 
say how far both Native Infantry and Cavalry may stand by us, in case of 
Med. It has been ingeniously worked up into a quesCkm o# reli|;iott. Tke 
minds of the soldiery Imye ^f^ ii^da#4Ml ^ tt# h*ii^ ^H^ ^ ^*9^>ff'^^ 
and disaffection^ and Upon this feeling has been buUt the re-establishment 
of the Mussulman Government, under one of the Sons of Tl|}poo Sultan. 
It is hardly credible thi^t sv^ fi^g|Qa|f< c^d h^v^'bfe^ made in so short a 
time, and without the knowledge of any of us ; but, believe me, the con- 
spiracy has extended beyond all' belief, and has reached the most remote 
parts of 9Uf Annf } ai^ t|^ i^tflm^ hi^ ^f PWed to have been every where 
most successfully carried on. The capture of Vellore, and other decided 
mea8ure8>in contemplation, accompanied by extreme vigilance on all parts^ 
will, I jU\i«^, stilhprevenfr ^ gr^ earplosion. 

I remain, my Dear Sir> 

Your obedient Servant, 

W, BentInck^ 

c3 
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to appeal to the gapetior power for redress, 1 trust 
that no impropriety will be impated to me, in the just 
defence of what is dearer to me than life— my Be- 
putation. 

Fort St. George, (Signed) J. Wklsm, 

AprU S, 1807. *'^' ^ ^' ^' *■ 



To the Sight Hanorabk Lord W. C. Bentinck, Governor 
in Council, tfc. Sjc. t^c. Fort Si. George. 

My Lord, 

I HAVB the honor to forward a Me- 
morial, which I have to request your Lordship in 
Council will do me the justice to submit to the Ho- 
norable the Court of Directors, together with the 
FroceeAngs of the Greneral Court Martial on my Trial, 
and the subsequent Order published to the Army on 
the 20th ultimo, by your Lordship in Council, as a 
number in the first Dispatch to Europe. 

I have the Honor to be. 

With the highest respect. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient 
and most humble Servant, 
(Signed) J. Welsh, 

Major, 3rd Rcff. 
Aprils, 1807. 
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MEMORIAL*. 

To the Honorable the Court of Directors of the 
Honorable East India Company, tfc. kc. t^c« 

Honorable Sirs^ 

Convinced thai every mode- 
rate and respectful Appeal to your Honorable Court 
will meet with dne consideration^ I hnmbly presume 
to lay before yon (through the regular channel) a case 
for decision, which I believe has no precedent on 
record in the annals of British India. 

Referring to the Proceedings of a General Court 
Martial held nt Fort St. Greorge> for the express pur- 
pose of investigating my conduct, in having disarmed 
a large portion of the Corps I commanded, I take 
the liberty to call font attention to a subsequent 
Order of Government, under date the 20th ultimo, in 
which the Right Honorable the Governor in Council 
has been pleased to express sentiments on my conduct 
and measures, which I trusted my recent Trial had 
removed from every breast. 

The satisfaction expressed by his Lordship, that' 
the purity of my intentions and zeal for the service, 
have been established by that investigation, conveys 
little insolation to my mind ; for until I read that 

* NeTcr answered. 
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Order, 1 never supposed that my intentions or zeal 
had ever admitted of a doubt. 

A. reference to the (!!&arges will prove that it was for 
acts alone I was brought to trial ; ^d I had naturally 
concliid^^^ th^l aft^T tb^ fullest iavecitigaUoQ* sot only 
of those acts, but of their necessity and tendency (by 
a deliberate examination of Evkbftc« cm cnrtb)^ I had 
iMMf ram^ hqni^ably ii^oqwitled of all that variety of 
wmfiViM^ frhioh ^ stiH Impnttd f «i «• ip tiu 6er« 
ir»«»niftf i OBfd^r of th» 9ft»h df Mar<Ji> 

1»ili Etantalioe ^ th^ Cak>uH by i«fbtck \ #«* tfie<^ 
dfclwf^^ «^ ''Not Giiiky" — it ''iMsl kdnetoabtj^ 
'^acquits" me on 6¥0r]f aftttle «f ehargd; iiU tlw 
fon^l|nlatMii» an^ tf|^i!oiNa oS tb«p Coflfctnatd^ef^niftGtffef, 

bwr gifVM to^ tlM* SiMtQiKMr i4l the vi%t^ 

* 

V^eJudlKMl b#fioM atQr imietfjIigaCscflr hadi takenr fiafce^ 
Ii ymtt iMpffi^dr of r!ij' Gopmimd, ^ivhen I fldpftttied I 
kltd MiilKe^ MWl9»4«lliaB } w^^ vriw» Mftirfiq; «rtM# 
Ik^fKtfiMrei ^ di^fiiafO (c^WUfMAed t«ilr ^aml a#o/ i« 
Aa Q<w^fiW» ofi a«lw««r Ani' aeri^im seivio!^ iii thvSain* 
n^t^.o^iptrjiX I^fbiUiBdrHiiKMlf aociiabd •£ ^^onrfKesH 
^' like and precipitate condwlbi di0re|^«ftoHldi tec Urn 
'^> 4lili.t#l9^ e|i^iaolMr> iacDB#M4e^« wilb vi(0 dii(|r atf an 
'' Q«Mr in Q»iwaip«^ aa4 bigbl]t i^jalHowii ter ttm 
'' B»Wa iptoifi#MiK' (dijl»]iot^4ifi9]bftdiit iafim^, bnl» 
IjAtle an t wail l^ft<«tt#drto hear Hi&^iifMtal aptasiioii 
(inseparable from such circumstances), I eagerly soli- 
cited a public Trial : ooiWAMuar ianocence, and the hope 
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vi fbff kriA perfbci jiistihcdiioh, enabled ine (ift as I 
ma Miy ia struggle ^hrbugS it; ^ot t then believed, 
iM tie ^dw6f of iVe iiiiiinii before wticfi ^ wad 
lii^di^^d*, was hoi restricted solely to the pdnidliinent 
of ciini^s. 

ff i ifik aecei ved; I Have indeed mistaien the Mature 
i.M oiijhti oi a pu1)Iic Trial; Irat if cad haraly believe 
f ila!^d b'Sen tlras mistaken. It id hot in reason to 
k^^ti§h\ i\iii a tribunal* vested witb tbe avenging 
^'6wer oT punisliihg ixte guilty, even to aeath, by its 
^en^ehce, SDail be powertess wheh ft stands forth to 
{indicate* tne ihhoceht i Yet su6h is the inference to 
DC drawn from tne Order m question. 

As I still ^rmTy believe tbs^t the oisloyat and trea- 
cherous designs' imf^uted to tlie Corps I commiinded, 
dYd'^xi'^t, as declared' ih t66 recorded £vi<lehce of my 
informers, to the extent which avowedly influenced 
my conduct, I slioul'd be wanting in Justice to my own 
character, wore I ^o stcquies£e in ine spirit o^ an Order 
whicV accuiies me iA hkvihg degraded and distrusted a 
large' prdSpdftion of ** amosi toyaCt ma Jntthjui brancli 
" dytiur Ariny/* 

As a duty thereTore wnich I owe to my own reputa- 
HSn Us fi mdln, hnA H soldier, ^o' the Army ih whicn I 
^e^r a Commission, and to {Hat highl]^ respectable 
Court, whose sentence nas most hohorably acquitted 
ai^, t appeaf fir a decision so cdmple^ciy at variance 
vfiHi tkiit sentem;e (as tifre Order oi the 26th March 
last;^ to me wisdom and to the justice of your Ho- 
rf6ralre 6o Af. 
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Having met with considerable losses^ and been put 
to great expence^ during two long and ardaons camr 
paigns in tbe Mabratta country (together with the long 
journey of near 900 miles back to the Camatic, witb a 
family)^ I bad just begun to look forward in hopes of 
getting over pecuniary difficulties^ when this (to me) 
unfortunate opportunity occurred, of proving my zeal, 
by an extraordinary exertion of energy (to suppress a 
meditated revolt). For this, besides the punishment 
already inflicted on me, I am deprived of the credit and 
benefit of Command, even after a full and honorable 
acquittal; and having been obliged to sell off my effects 
to defray my expences from Pallamcottah, and enable 
me to support my family for near three months at the 
Presidency, I am now obliged 'to go to sea in search 
of health, without a prospect of being able to better 
my situation, after a service in this country of seven- 
te^i years, during which I have sacrificed health and 
fortune to a strict discharge of my duty. 

Your Honorable Court will pardon me, I trust, if 
(influenced by strong feelings of the hardship of. my 
case), I have, in any expression of this Address, un- 
consciously appeared to deviate from that profounds 
respect, which it is at all times equally my inclination 
^and my duty, to manifest to the authority of the 
Government under which I serve. 

I seek merely the justification of my own conduct, 
by the repeal of a censure which I do not feel conscious 
of having deserved, and which, if unrepealed, must 
prove a coniideirable Imr jto all my fotare prospects in 
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the service. And I humbly beg leave to inform your 
Honorable Court, that it is the first and only censore 
ever passed upon me since I entered your service, in 
i^hich I have held several situations of trust. 

m 

I have the Honor to be. 

Honorable Sirs, 

With the greatest respect. 

Tour most obedient and 

devoted humble Servant, 

Fort St. George, (Signed) J. Wblsh, 

Srd April, 1 807. ■■■»• !■» B^ 3»* »•* »ftd»i N. i. 

. A True Copy, 

(Signed) J.Wblsh. 



Copy of Extract from the Minutes of the Right Ho- 
norable the Governor in Council, in the Military De- 
partment, dated 4th April, 1807. 

** Resolved, That the Memorial of Major Welsh 
'' be transmitted to. the Honorable the Court of Di« 
'' rectors by the first General Dispatch..'' 

A True Copy «f Extract, 

(Signed) 6. Stkachby, 

Secretary to GoTemment. 

(Signed) Tho6. Rbynbll, 

Military Secretary. 

(Signed) J. Wbl9H. 



r - T 



4 



I 

/ 



Copy <tf Two Manuscript Books given in to the India House. 



COPY OF THE PROCEEDINGS 



OF A, 



GENERAL COURT MARTIAL 

HELD AT FORT ST. GEORGE, IN THE EAST INDIES, 

FOR THE 

TRIAL OF MAJOR JAMES WELSH, 

Of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment Madras Native Infantry, 

FOR DISARMING THAT CORPS ON THE 19TH NOVEMBER, 1806, 
WHILE UNDER HIS COMMAND IN THE FORT OF PALLAMCOTTAH ; 

Together with all the various OfEcial Papers connected with the subject, 

BOTH BEFORE AND SUBSEQUENT TO THE TRIAL: 

WITH AN APPENDIX 
In a separate Volome, 

TO FACILITATE THE NECESSARY REFERENCES, AND ILLUSTRATE 

THE WORK*. 



* III the one sent in to the Court of Directors, I added a Map of the 
llnneTelly District, as a Frontispiece, and a Flan of the Interior of the 
Fort of Fallamoottah, to illustrate the Butler's Evidence in the Appendix ; 
and also a Sketoh of the new pattern Turban and Hindoostanny Flag of 
Rerolt. 
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PREFACE. 



Thb measares which form the sabject of the 
following pages, were adopted by me at Pallamcottah 
on the 19th Noyember, with the advice and concur- 
rence of the two principal Civil Officers of the District. 

On the 21st, Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce, the Com- 
manding Officer of the Fort and District, arrived, and 
publicly and privately applauded my conduct, to 
which he declared that he and every body there owed 
their lives. - 

Towards the end of the month he received positive 
orders to send the Corps away from Pallamcottah to 
Trichinopoly. He was then living with me at my 
house in the Fort, and communicated these orders to 
me, promising at the same time to write and recom- 
mend that the Corps should be allowed to stop at 
Madura^ to give me the Command of that Station. 

We left Pallamcottah on the morning of the 9th 
December, and had made two marches, when I re- 
ceived iimtructions to halt ; with private intelligence 
from Colonel Dyce, that Government had unfortunately 
disapproved of my conduct, and that I was to be re- 
lieved in Command of the Corps. Captain Wilson was 
then one march in ouK^rear, in charge of S50 moormen, 
without arms (directed by lieutenant-Colonel Dyce to 
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follow us in that manner); the rest of the moormeti, 
and all the Native Officers (except fiye^ and the Ha- 
vildar Major), haj^iag je«eiwd tii^ir arms^ and joined 
the Corps, prior to its marching away from the Fort. 

In this situation I was obliged to proceed by myself 
to T^idB^^f^ attd Iia4i qq^ tettbar joommnnication 
vitk Ih0 .G0ipa.; wni havvw amci <}ieim| liiat nay 
cQAdttfit 0Qiil4iM oAhiurwifio thfm affirored iof, I had, 
W ffyr from HMnniftgiag m Bi^/Amg evidwce ia jny 
own lavovr^ .^Mi^^oum^iI wcxf mARtian p( dlia Bubject, 
wA ^nicawHtQA 4q make aH xasAa bcMeoie Ih&t i* 
9iioi\M bft tariiBid ia cddixiiimi, if Dcder to lest^re IhM 
VM^oitl coi^jlfiiice and mtaitiaiBty xnUck aloBe could 
render the Corps respectable, and prevent a nioureace 
of thaaq dtagnuaQful pmoliiies, xvhkk.woald hase been 
tenaiiiated by the mor^i^ of (iiek OffiMCft, jaid the 
V|dn q£ tlia KaftvvQ fiewioe for evir. I wa:$> M^m^ (from 
ttDlHwa ol ikKcaoy ta Ike very m^ j«riio had kee» 
sMfcing moft lift) deprived ef liie meaw #1 ji«epefuHy 
eetal^Kabiag (by Kattve evidieDoe^ Ae guiM of the* 
Corpa in j^enecai, and m o o— i i e n in pafftientep^ aHlNHif^b 
i am confide, Aftt on an attentive penisal of the 
(M(mm§ sfae#ta, my Honorabto finpteyera, awt th^ 
BuUip allarge, wil|i noit hesitate to-aebnowledge tlMt 
a dangceeue Mhtiny did ejii«ti» tile )aj^ iBattnlion-SMl 
Rsgimejut Vb. 1., and that.i» q^iiettiiig it^ I no^ OB|y 
dieebacged^ my. dqiy wk|| fidelity, but idso prevented; 
c^ n e equ ea c ee, the exttent of whlch^ may be eestoi^ oe»- 
ceived thaa deiiaeated. 
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What Chen must b^ the sentiment, when I farther 
affirm (and ^pf^Op^fg^ jpguify), ^t ^f l^ight Honor- 
able Personage who has endeavoured to ruin both my 
reputation and fortune (and has actually succeeded in 
the latter), was in possession of further Documents in 
my favor, furnished him officially by tt|et ^|||4ge, of t^ 
Zillah of Combeppnunt \j^ '^anjpjj^ /S^jT, Cochrane), 
several days before he deliberately issued the js^.cond 
Government Order, dated 20th Mfirch, 1Q07 (having 
recalled the first edition, by desirf^ of (he Commander- 
in-Chief)- These Documents contained a full account 
of a plot, almost general, in which s^everal Nativf^ 
Chiefs were concerned, and particularlv syj^^eqifi^d the 
murder of the Officers at Pallamcottah and Travancore, 

steps which are hereafter detailed. 

f. WELSH. 
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COPIES OP LETTERS, 

PRECEDING THE TRIAU 



3b Major Welsh, Commanding 1st Battalion 3rd Regi* 

meni Native Infantry, Camp. 

Sift, 

I HAVE it in command from His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief, to direct that you may de^ 
liver over the Command of the 1st Battalion 3rd 
Regiment to the next Senior Officer to yourself, on 
receipt of this Letter. 

(Signed) Albx. Dycb, 

PaUamcoitah, Lieiit.-Col. CommftBding Tio^evellj Dirtrkt. 

illA December, 1806. 



7b Major Welsh. 
Sir, 

Having been ordered to form a Committee 
for the purpose of investigating the criminality which 
may appear against the Native Commissioned Officers 
of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment, I think it right to 
apprise you of the same, in case you are of opinion 
that your personal attendance may be necessary, that 
you may accordingly return to Pallamcottah ; or if you 
do not consider your attendance needful, I have to 
acquaint you, that it is His Excellency's desire that 
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you shall proceed to Trichinopoly, where you will 
wait further orders. 

(Signed) Albx. Dyob, 

Pallamcottah, Iieut.-Col. Commandingy Ac. &e« 

ilth December, 1806. 



To Lieutenani'Colonel Dyce, Pallamcottak. 

e 

Sir, 

I HAD the honor to receive yonr Letters 
late last night, conveying the orders of His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief to deliver over the Clommand 
of the Corps to the next Senior Officer, &c. 

As I think it essential to my own character, to 
proceed immediately to Trichinopoly, and as I am still 
desirous, for the public good, that every assistance 
should be given towards the conviction of the ring- 
leaders of mutiny (now in confineme&t at Pallamcot- 
tah), I have to request that Captain t^epper be pet-^ 
miited to return there, to attend the Court of Inquiry, 
whom I will furnish with some essential Documents, 
independent of his own knowledge of the whol^ trans- 
action. Enclosed is a Copy of my Letter to the Adju- 
tant-General, sent off at one o'clock this morning by 
the Tappall to Madura. As I expect Captain Wibon 
in Camp in course of the day,^ I am prepstred to leave 
this for Trichinopoly, %Aa Madura, this evening. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

Camp at Kytaur, 
December 12, 1806. 

D 



3b the AijutmU'^O^mal a/ the Army, Fart St. George. 

Hayino reeceived a Letter this morning 
from Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce, conveying the orders 
of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief to deliver 
over the CoBonand of Uiis Corps to the next Senior 
Officer, and to proceed either to Pallamcottab^ to 
attend the Trial of certam Native Officers, or to Tri- 
chinopoly, to await further orders; I am induced to 
waive the advantage of personal prosecution of thes^ 
apparent offenders (whose conviction, I have reason 
to believe, could do me little service), in order to 
evince my readiness to vindicate my own conduct, by 
proceeding to Trichinopoly, where I humbly request 
His Excellency (in delicacy to my character, which 
is far dearer to ma than life), will allow me a public 

Triid by General Court Martial. 

J. Welsh. 
Camp at Kftaur, 

Ikeember. 11. 180e» 

P. S.— Captain Wilson is the next Senior Officer, 
who will join the Corps to-morrow. 



Jfftiej^l think it neoenary here, to renark on the Trial abovt' to take 
place (on men confined by me), that Colonel Dyce, after ^gradng them 
all, bj patting irons on their legs, and keeping them so for some days, aU 
at once snspectiii|g then were not snfliidentpvoofr of a mutiny, ordered all 
their irons to be taken off. After this, aU were ordered to be released, 
eicep^ such as I pointed oat to have been positiyely implicated Iqr eri- 
dence, CThcse were fire in number, and men who had the gieatestinfluence 
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(COPY). 

. To Major Wekh, Isi BaiijaUon 3rd Begimmt N. L 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Comn^ander^ii-Ghief 
^o place you in arrest^ and to eiiclose. you a Copy of 
the Charges on which it is His Excellency's iateotioii t^ 
bring you to Trial before a General Court Martia) to be 
assembled for Uie pnrpoi^e, at or near Fort St. Geoig e^ 
as soon as you arrive at the Pr^idencyi an4 the ne* 
cessary Witnesses can be collected. 

You will accordingly consider yourself in arrest from 
the date of your receipt of this Letter^ and you will 
furnish to Colonel Campbell^ commanding the Southern 
Division, and to Lieutenant-Colonel Charlmers, com- 
manding in Travancore (if necessary;, a list of such 
Evidences now under their respective commands, as 
you may desire to call <^n your Defence, that they may 
be ordered to attend, for which these Officeis have 
received instructions from Head-Quarters. 



in the Corps). After the Corps had marched away, and d course aU the 
Evidences ware cBspersedy five OOiotn, four of whidi were lotaHy miacs 
qiuunted with the Corps» or circBmstanpes of the caa^ and aU nearlf 
ignorant of the covntry languages, were ordered to inrestigate iuto the 
gtdlt of these men. I could not therefore eipect any benefit firom returidng 
to Fallamcottah ; and this was confirmed by private accounts, that Oonr»> 
ment had, in the first instance, ordered the whole of the culprits ty be 
released prior to any inrestigation. My only course therefore was to 
demand a pubHc Trial, and to proceed to Tridiufopoly to «spedite il, as t 
had reason to apprehend that this jnstiee was not intended me* 

(Signed) J. Wbuh. 
. d2 
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Yoa i^ill bring with yoti the original Letter ad- 
dressed to you by Brigade-Major M'Dowall^ under 
date the 22nd November^ 1806, from Quilon, acknow- 
ledging, by desire of Lieutenant-Colonel Grant, the 
receipt of your Letter to that Officer, of the 90th of the 
same month ; that Letter being required on Eridence 
before the Court. 

It is desirable that you, and the several Witnesses 
yon may desire to call on your Defence, should arrive 
at Madras on or before the 15th of January next, if 
possible. 

(Signed) P. A. Agnbw, 

Fart St. George, AcQ.-Gen.ofihe Army. 

I5th December, 1814. 

Received the 21st at Trichinopoly, 

J. Wblsh. 



(COPY). 

To the Adjutant-General, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

. I HAD the honor to receive yesterday (from 
the hands of Colonel Campbell) your Letter of the 15tt| 
December, with a Copy of Chaises preferred against 
me, by order of His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

I have only to say, that I bow with submission to 
the decrees of my superiors, and am grateful for thi9 
public opportunity of vindicating my conduct. 

I yesterday furnished Colonel Campbell with a list 
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A. 

of my Evidences^ whom I have reduced as much as 
possible^ in consideration of the public service (for 
every Officer in the Corps has evinced a desire to come 
forward upon this occasion). 

Enclosed are Copies of two Official Letters sent to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce at Pallamcottah^ and should 
the Officer therein mentioned come forward and de- 
mand an investigation, my Evidences are Captain 
Birch and Lieutenant Hargrave, 1st Battalion 4th Re- 
giment, atPallamcottah; Lieutenants Ferrier, Rigaud, 
and Talbot, of the 22nd Regiment, at Madura. I. am 
induced to mention this to save time, in. case any 
steps should be taken while I am. on the road to 
Madras. 

Tridiinopolif, (Signed) J. Welsh, 

December 22, 1806. Mijor, 3rd Regiment. 

Pi S. — I have been informed by intimate friends, 
that Major Scot, sitting in a mixed company, com- 
posed of Officers of three Corps (all of whom he kept 
at a proper military distance), made use. of expressions 
to the following purport:*''! hope to get a step by 
*^ seeing that fellow. Grant hanged or shot; and as for 
'' Major Welsh, I hope to see him dismissed the 
'' service." Several strangers to both, attempting to 
defend my character, and daring to differ in opinion 
with this Official Detractor, were publicly insulted by 
him, and left his table ; and he was the only person 
present who had seen my Official Reports at Trichi- 
nopoly. (Signed) J. Wblsbt. 
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(COPY). 

< 

To Ueuiemmi'Ckdonel Dyce, President of a Court of 

Inquiry. 
Stii, 

Kb the opinion which .may be passed by the 

GOiirt of Inquiry now sitting at Pallamcottah on the 
ribf li^Gvdlers 4of intended mutiny^ who were confined by 
w^ mabt materially affect my character as an Officer^ 
X foel it a dnty I owe to myself^ to notify officially to 
yon, as President^ that I have ascertained beyond a 
donbt, that Major Scot^ of the 4th Regiment^ who is 
<me of the Members^ in a manner as public imd de- 
liberate as it appears to me to have been ungenerous^ 
expressed sentiments on my conduct on that occasion^ 
iVhich induce a conclusion^ that he had in his own 
mitid prejudged the matter into which he is noW called 
to investigate; and that Captain Newall^ another Mem- 
ber (although in a less open maiiner)^ dislivered an 
opinion nearly similar*. 

I trust. Sir, my motives for stating these circiim- 
istances may not be misinterpreted : it is by no means 
my wish to impede the progress of that inquiry, the 
result of which I cannot for a moment dread ; but it 
will be obvious to you, that I may hereafter have oc- > 
casion to call the public attention to the objections 

• Sltortty after my return to India, I had opportunities of calling upon 
both gentlemen for explanations, and was then fully satisfied on that head. 

J.WStSH. 



mm 
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(which I have here recorded) to two of thoM who ^M 
nominated in some degree judges of my conduot. 

(Signed) J. WEum, 

Madura, Uaior, 3rd RcgiiMBt. 

Deeember 17^ 1806. 

[laeutenant-Colbnel DjccTb Iteply merely stated, 
that the Proceedings of the Court were nearly closed, 
and that he could not therefore take notice of my 
Letter^ but would (if I still desired it) forward the 
Letter after the Proceedings. — Dated 19th December. 
J. Welsh.] 



To Lieutenani'Cohnel Dyce, Commanding the Tinne-^ 

veUy District, PaUamcottak. 

SlR^ 

As I cannot now foresee the event of the 
decision of the Court of Inquiry at Pallamcottah, I 
am still desirous that my Official Letter to you, of 
the 17th December, should be recorded ; and if it did 
not accompany the Proceedings, I should wish it to 
follow them. 

Although it is not at present my intentioh tb make 
any further use of the knowledge I have had the good 
fortune to obtain, yet I am determined to be ready to 
defend my character in every direction. 

I could wishi th^refbrcii that Gbpies bf my Letter 
were furnished Major Scot and Captain Newidl ; and 
have bnly to add> tbiit if th^y bad ndt beien nominated 
to the Couft of Inquiify^ I nev^t should haf ^ tfoubliBd 
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tbe public with any diacuflflion that iDay now result 

from the. discovery. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

Tfichinopolfft 
December 22, 1806. 



(COPY). 

to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

Sir, 

As it must be supposed that I am much 

interested in the result of the Inquiry at Pallamcottah, 
on the ringleaders of intended mutiny, I humbly re- 
quest that His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
will be pleased to order a Copy of the whole Pro- 
ceedings to be furnished me on my arrival at Madras 
(about the 7th or 8th January), to enable me to ascer- 
tain how far it may be necessary, in my own defence, 
to refute what may have been advanced by the pri- 
soners. 

(Signed J. Welsh, 

Trichinapolff, . Major, Ist Battalion 3rd Regiment. 

December 23, 1800. 



(COPY). 

• • • * 

7b M€ijw Webh, 1st BattaUon Zrd Regiment. 

^SlR» 

A.T your request I have this day forwarded 
your Letter to me of the 17th instant, to the Assistant 
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Adjutant-General^ but do not feel it my duty to furnish 
any copies of it to any person. 

(Signed) A. Dycb, 

PallamcottcA, Lieut.-Col. GommandiDg. 

27th December, 1806. 



(COPY). 

To the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to enclose my passport 
from Trichinopoly, and also to send my regimental 
sword. As some exercise may be necessary to my 
health, I wish to ascertain whether 1 can take it, 
consistent with the nature of my arrest (visiting and 
amusements are out of the question in my situation). 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 
Ryapett, 

January 9, 1807- 



(COPY). 

. To Major Welsh, 1st BattaKon Zrd Regiment. 

Sir, 

I HAVE received your passport and sword. 

There is no objection to your taking such exercise as 

you may find necessary ; and you will consider your 

arrest to be such as allows you every liberty consistent 

with that situation. 

(Signed) P. A. Agnbw, 

Fart St. George, Adj.-Gen. of the Army. 

Jan. 9, 1807. 
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To M<gw Welsh. 

Fort Bt. Gewgt, Jan. M, 1807. 
Sir, 

In the Resolutions of Council, a copy of 

which I baye the honor to enclose, you will observe 
that the Summons for the attendance of such Evidence 
as you may require at your Court Martial, should be 
made tiirough the channel of the Judge-Advocate- 
General. It is also stated, that considerable incon- 
venience would be occasioned to the publjc service 
by the absence of both the Judge and Collector of 
Tinnevelly (but particularly the latter Officer), from 
their duties in that Province ; and that Government is 
desirous of ascertaining whether the Evidence of the 
Collector might not be taken through the means of a 
Commission, or in such mode as may be judged satis- 
factory, without requiring the personal attendance of 
the Collector at the Presidency. The Commander-in- 
Chief would of course be pleased, if, without injuring 
your cause, the wishes of Government could be com- 
plied with ; but he will not urge the point, but leave 
it to your own determination! whether the mode of 
obtaining the Evidence of the CoUeMor 4>f Tinnevelly 
suggested by the Council, may be equally satisfactory 
to you as his personal attendance, 

I have the Honor to be. Sir, 

(Signed) Thos. RfivkBLL, 

Military SecreUrf . 
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(COPY). 

To Lkutenant'Cohnel Reynell, MilHary Secretary to 

the Commander-in-Chief. 
Sir, 

I HAVB the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of yoar Letter of this date, and in reply, beg you 
will do me the honor to inform His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, that although I have every wish 
to avoid injuring the public service, I cannot, in 
justice to myself, dispense with the personal Evidence 
of Mr. Hepburn. I have been degraded in the eyes of 
the Corps I commanded ; 1 have been placed in arrest, 
and am to be brought to Trial for a faithful discharge 
of my duty. Under such circumstances, I trust that I 
shall not be accused of obstinacy, in affirming, that as 
the Charges are various, serious, and extensive, it is 
impossible for me to foresee the various questions 
which it may be necessary to put to Mr. Hepburn in 
my defence; and I solemnly declare, I look upon him 
as my principal Evidence, be having acted in the 
united capacity of Civilian and Soldier, and being one 
of my principal advisers in every measure I adopted. 

I beg leave to apologize for the manner in which 
this Letter is written, being unwell, and subject to 
fever; at the same time I do not wish to delay my 

reply. 

(Signed) J. WelsIh. 
Madrae, 

nth January, 1807. 



42 

P. S* — I was aware of the channel of samunoning 
Military Evidences^ bat my instructions at the time of 
my arrest, were, to send the names of the Evidences to 
Colonel Campbell at Tricbinopoly* I shall lose no 
time in addressing the Judge- Advocate«6eneral on the 
subject. 



(COPY). 

To the Adjutant-General of the Army, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

I TAKE the liberty to request that (if con- 
sistent with existing circumstances) I may be furnished 
with a Copy of the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry 
at Pallamcottah, held to investigate into the conduct 
of certain Native Officers confined by me on the 19th 
November (and which I formerly applied for, in my 
Letter to you of the 23rd December), as I may have 
occasion to refer to parts of those Proceedings in my 

Defence* 

; (Signed) J, Welsh, 

Madras, Mijor, 3rd Regiment. 

January 22, 1807* 



To Major Welsh, ^c. 
Sir, 

I HAVE submitted to the Commander-in- 
Chief, your request to be furnished with a Copy of 
the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry held at Pal- 
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latucottab, to investigate the conduct of the Native 
Officers confined by you on the 19th November last ; 
and am directed to inform you in reply^ that yon can- 
not demand them of right, and that it will be necessary 
that you: should point out what part of the Proceedings^ 
or Evidence given in the course of it^ has become 
essential to your Defence^ to entitle you to a copy of 
such part as you may require. 

(Signed) P. A. Agnew, 
Fort St. George, Adj. Gen . of the Armj. 

2Sth January, 1807. 



(CJOPY). 

To the Adjutant-General of the Army, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

I HAVB the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of your Letter of the S8th instant^ and can only 

m 

say in reply, that if I am denied the favor of a perusal 
of the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry/ it must be 
out of my power either to defend myself against any 
allegations of the Prisoners, or to point out what part 
of the Proceedings are essential to my Defence, being 
kept entirely in the dark with regard to the whole 
examination—an examination, in every part of which 
I must be most materially interested. My present 
state of health prevents my being able to assign many 
reasons I could otherwise allege, for that anxiety 
which my applications on this subject have evinced. 
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A noryoas fever hanging over me at this inatant, obligea 

me to write in baate; and all t can recollect at present 

is, that I have understood from private intelligence, 

among other particulars, that several gross falsehoods 
were asserted by the Native OjB5.cers at tbeir Trial, 

which I should conceive it a duty I owe to the public 

service, as well as to my own character, to refute by 

positive Evidence at my Trial. I beg to apologize for 

the trouble I am unfortunately the cause of to my 

superiors. 

(Signed) J. Wblsh, 
MadroM, M^or. 

29/A January, 1807. 



To Major Welsh, Isc. ifc. 
Sir, 

In consideration of the circumstances stated 
in your Letter of the 29th ultimo, the Commander-in- 
Chief will allow you the perusal pf the Proceedings of 
the Court of Inquiry assembled at Pallamcottah, to 
investigate the proofs of guilt against the Native 
Officers of the 1st Battalion Srd Regiment Native 
Infantry. 

(Signed) P. A. Agnbw, 

F^i St. Oeorge, Adj,-Gcn. of the Anny. 

4th February, 1807. 
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(COPY). 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF A 

GENERAL COURT MARTIAL 

HBLD AT FORT ST. OBOROB^ 

Wednesday, February 25, 1807, at Ten o'Cloek this Day. 



Thb Court being assembled in puranance of 
their Adjournment^ and the Prisoner^ Major Welsh^ 
being in Court, the Names of the President and Mem- 
bers who assembled yesterday (with the exception of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Capper, reported sick) are read 
over to himj and he is asked whether he has any 
objections to assign against any of them — to which 
he replies. That he has none. 



prbsbnt: 

IfAJOR-eENERAL D. CAMPBELL, Prbsidbiit. 

MBMBBRS: 



MAJOR-GENERAL FULLER, 
MAJOR-GENERAL PATER, 
COLONEL GILLESPIE, 
COLONEL LOCKHART, 
COLONEL BELL, 
COLONEL E. TRAPAUD, 
L1EUT..COL. R. LANG, 



LIfiUT.-COL. DODBWORTH, 
LIEUT.-COL. J. DIGHTON, 
LIEUT.-COL. J. CAMPBELL, 
LIEUT.-COL. A. M'CALLY, 
BIAJOR SIR D. pqiLBV, 
MAJOR a D. BRUCE. 



C. MARSH, JUDGB-AOT0CATE-G£NBIUL. 
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The following Charges were then read over to the 
Prisoner by the Judge-Advocate-General. 

CHARGES. 

Major James Welsh, of the Srd Regiment of Native 
Infantry, placed in arrest by order of the Commander-* 
in-Chief, for iinofficer*like and precipitate conduct, 
disreputable to the military character, inconsistent 
with his duty as* an Officer in Command, and highly 
injurious to the public interests, in the following in- 
stances : 

1st, In having, on the 19th November, 1806, when 
commanding, as the Senior Officer present, in the Fort 
of Pallamcottah, caused twenty Native Officers of the 
1st. Battalion Srd Regiment of Native Infantry to be 
confined, and a large proportion of that Battalion to 
be disarmed, without any justifiable cause, adequate 
necessity, or deliberate investigation of the allegations 
on which a measure of such extremity was adopted. 

2nd, In having, on the 19th November, 1806, ex- 
pelled from the Fort of Pallamcottah the Mahomedan 
Troops of the Garrison, whom he had previously 
Caused to be disarmed, on vague suspicions of their 
general disaffection ; thus tending to produce disunion 
and mutual distrust in the various classes of men 
composing the British Army in India. 

Srd, In having addressed various Letters, written 
in terms not warranted by the occasion, but tending 
to excite alarm, to Ceylon, to Trichinopoly, and to 
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Tmvancore; and particularly in having addressed a 
Letter, dated 20th November, 1806, to the Officelr 
commanding the Troops at Qnilon, asserting, as con- 
sistent with his positive knowledge, the existence of 
designs the most alarming, and urging distrust of the 
Mahomedan Troops; thns creating false alarms in 
the qaarters of the Travancore Subsidiary Force, and 
stimulating measures of the most injurious tendency 
to the general interests of the State. 

By order of the Commander-in-Chief> 

(Signed) P. A. Aonbw, 

Fort St. George, A^j.-Gen. of the Army. 

I'Sth December, 1806. 



Question by Judge-Advocate^GeAeral^llovf say you» 
Major Welsh, are you Guilty, or Not Guilty, of the 
above Charges ? 

The Prisoner answers—" Not Guilty." 

The Judge-Advocate, in support of the First and 
Second Charges, produces a Letter written by the Pri- 
soner to the Officer commanding the Troops at Quilon ; 
and the Prisoner admits it to be of his hand-writing. 

" Officer tommanding Troops at Quihn* 

" Sir, 

"We have discovered and defeated a 

^' plot of moormen to murder us all, and you may rely 

" on the same fate intended you. Five of us marched 

boldly to the Barracks, secured the arms, seized 

twenty ringleaders^ Native Officers, and disarmed 

B 
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450 m^^fmea ia five miAutos. Tbis knQ viedge may 
\m useful (p jfm* W^ «mpU>T <UI otli^r cAstau W^e 
lire aoir i4/b9geth«r «l^(wiit ^ iscvtim, mid 400 or 600 
" ^^a^;;fif!bm <§Upi^ M unDSU reftdy to «eU ^ireiy life 
fii««t diMidf , fir^yiing bni; 4knQiii&9ii* Md IJ»^ lil^^ 
a#^i«)^ci9 of He»f §9j em s^ve pe^pte fa o«f ai- 
^' tMatian* J M?e wiltw t9 SHrMPiiJnopoIjr an4 C!a- 
IfMilll^^; v^d ndcviM irour looking Ibr im me d iato 
succour where the DMUMt Eu^pAaaa %re atoi^umed ; 
do not reljT on appie«raAcea> tiu^ are certainly false* 
I kpo^ that tgentf baye gone your way, and that 
*' -die followers of the False Prophet are unanimously 
'^ corrupted. I wish yon would also state our pre- 
''carious situation to Ceylon. Colonel Dyce was 
'' absent at the hills, forty miles off; if he is alive, he 
will join us soon. 

(Signed) '* J. Welsh, 

" November 20, 1806.'' 



4t 
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LlEUT,-COJ-. PVCK, •teorn. 

The Char4»8 m» r«ad to tka WitoMs. 

Qtiesiian by Judge-Advocate-^StBite to the Couft what 
you ki^pw cpnaemiQg tb(9 firat Charge, now read to 
you, agaio^t tip^ priiioner. 

4mtt;er-*Oa the |9th day of Kpyember I ree^ved a 
private Note from Wajpr Weteb, infanoiog me^ '' that 
" he hod discoveriBd a coiispirapy^ a plot eqpal U> any 
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'* of the former (alloding;, as I supposed^ to Ae trans^ 
aetioos at Vellore), " and that if he survived till the 
** next day, all wonld be well ; if not, that he vr onld 
*^ die in the execution of his duty" In the evening of 
the next day, the 20tfa, I received another private Kote 
ffom Major Welsh, stating, in general teims, that he 
had succeeded in disarming the Corps, had secured the 
Native Commissioned Officers, and turned the Miui- 
aulman Non-Commissioned and Privates out of the 
Fort of Pallamcottah. He acquainted me also, that 
he had sent a small guard of men, that he thought he 
could rely upon, to meet me. half way, and to escort 
me into Pallamcottah, I was then at Courtallum, 
which is forty miles distant. In consequence of this 
report, I proceeded, in one half-hour after I had re*^ 
ceived it, to Pallamcottah, where I arrived the next 
morning. On my arrival there, I found the Garrison 
in the situation mentioned by Major Welsh. 

Q. by Judge-Advocate'^SiaXe the situation in whidi 
you found the Garrison, to the best of your recoK 
lection. 

il.-*On my arrival in the vicinity of the Fort, I found 
a large proportion of the Mussulmen, about 160 or 
300, who had been turned out, several of whom, as I 
passed along, told me they had been treated with 
cruelty, in having been turned out without a crime* 
On approaching the gateway, I was met by Major 
Welsh, with a small party of armed Sepoys, which he 
had brought out to meet me. As we entered the Fort 

£2 
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together, he mentioned, in general terms, that the ex- 
istence of a conspiracy was undoubted, and that they 
had been very fortunate in detecting it, and preventing 
its consequences. He informed me, that he imagined 
there were about 500 Hindoo Sepoys in the Fort, but 
that he had confided arms to only about 150 of them. 
At this time a considerable degree of agitation was 
apparent among, all ranks: all the Gentlemen of the 
Civil Service in the neighbourhood of Pallamcottah 
had taken refuge in the Fort, and were there employed 
in military duties. Such was the state in which I 
found the Troops composing the Garrison at Pallam- 
cottah. Under an implicit belief of the existence of a 
conspiracy, it appeared to me to be necessary, in the 
first instance, to put to the test the loyalty of the Hin- 
doos; and I directed Major Welsh to assemble the 
whole on parade, where, after a general address to the 
Troops, I proposed to administer an Oath of Fidelity 
to the British Government, and to their European 
Officers, to every Native who was willing to take it. 
The whole without hesitation took the Oath. I should, 
have mentioned before, that, as I found there only 
remained one Native Commissioned Officer in Garrison 
who had not been confined, it appeared to me to be. 
necessary to organize the Troops, promoting on the 
spot a proportion of Subadars and Jemadars; and, on, 
the recommendation and selection of Major Welsh, 
five Subadars and five Jemadars, with a proportion of 
Non-Commissioned Officers, were promoted. After; 
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the Oath of Fidelity had been administered, I directed 
arms to be given to every man on the parade; and 
from the appearance and conduct of the men on that 
occasion, I was disposed to think that they were loyal. 
Matters remained tranquil during the whole of that 
<lay, the 21st of November ; biit in the evening, about 
six or seven o'clock, the whole of the Native Officers 
were put in irons by my order, in consequence of a 
report from Major Welsh. The next morning, the 
22nd, I directed the Mussulmen who had been turneid 
out, to be informed that I approved of their orderly* 
conduct subsequent to their having been turned out of 
the Fort; desiring theni to continue behaving them- 
selves in the same manner, and that after an inquiry, 
justice should be done to all parties. 

Q. hy Judge- Advocate — Had you any other informa- 
tion concerning the existence of a conspiracy in the 
Fort of Pallamcottah, than that which you have related 
your having received from Major Welsh 1 

4. — Not any. 

Q. hy Judge-Advocate — Do you know the number of 
the Native Officers whom Major Welsh had ordered 
into confinement on that occasion ? 

A. — I do not recollect the exsLct number, but I 
believe all were put in confinenient, with the exception 

P I had taken the most elOFectiial means to secure iheir orderly conduct, 
baying all their families in the Fort, a part of whom only went out occa- 

sionaHy, to carry meals to the tents I had pitched outside for their 

■» . . . , 

reception.*— J. Welsh. 
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of owe ; tbere was only one at large when I came iolo 
the Grorrison. 

Q. (y Judge^Adveeaie — Do yoa know of what Bat- 
talion tho Native Officers were, that were so co&fined? 

A.^Ot the 1st Battalion 3rd Begiraeiit. 

Q. bjf Irndge-Advocaie^Were they disarmed before 
they were confined ? 

A.'^I cannot say ; I presante they were. 

Q. b$ the Court — What was the report made to you 
by Mi^r Welsh, wbteb induced you to put them in 
iffoosl 

ii.— ''When sitting in the Gommandii^ Office's house, 
Aen oeenpied by Major Welsh, about seven o'clock in 
tiio evenings an QflSeer^ I bdieve Cap^MU Pepper;, sud- 
denly entered in haste, and said something privaldy 
to Major Welsh ; on which he (Mc^or Welsh) imme- 
diately rose and followed the Officer, who bad retired. 
Aftev waiting some time, and receiving no feport, J 
proceeded myself toward the generalv store-rcK^m of 
the Garrison, where the Native Officers were confined, 
near which I met Major Welsh, who lepoktdd to me, 
that the Native Officers had been very turlmlent> and 
I think he said, has shewn some design of foreing the 
door of lbs loom where they were canfined ; addfaig, 
that he was of opinion that it would bo necessary' to 
put them in irons ; which I directed to be done. 

^. by ifttdgB-Advcfcaie^Hnii yoif any odier ipe^son to 
believe that the design of forcing the door was enter- 
tamed, than the information of Major Wdih? 
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A.^Y^^i C^pitAfk Pepp^st, I think it ^l&9, dtated to 
ifl©, aftfer Marjot Wblsb'^ report, that the Native Of- 
fieerd had been vefry ttf fbtileilt, aad had nearly forced 
o^tt the door> and forced their way out, whilst he vfwi 
hcddiag some comtsttaicatioAf with them. 

Q. by the Court — Did you not ettdeaToaf^ exclusively 
of Major Welsh's own report to you, to Invatftigate 
wiiether. there was any cause of alana sufficient to au- 
thorize the Major's strong ctieasure Of disarming the' 
Mui^rabMif ; add whether^ to the best of y otfr belief, 
yon do not conceive he bad reai^on for ao doing ? 

ii.— Oh my arrival at the Garril^on on the 21sl, the 
stttfation of the Troops sfeemed so critical, and a 
vaffety of attentions were so urgently necessary in my 
belief at that tiAie, to ensare our safety, that there 
Was neithier lei^re nor means for further inquiry. I 
certainly believed in the existence of a conspiracy on 
Major Welsh's adsarance. 

Q. by the Coutt^ Did Major Welsh state to yotf the 
grounds on which he belteved the existence of a con- 
spimcy ? 

il.— Yes; I think Ise told mt he bad positive proofs, 
from some of his oWn servants. 

Q.'^Do yon know whether thieiT a^ms were restored 
to the Mussulmen, after they were turned out of the 
Foftt 

A. — Yes; after the arrival of a detachment of Eu-. 
ropean Troops flrom Ceylon at I^llanrcottab, I gave 
direi^tiODS for 100 or 150 of the Mossulfaen jIo be 
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^mittGd into the GarrisoD, and reincorporated with 
the Corps; and on the march of the list Battalion 
3rd Regiment from Pallamcottab, I directed the re- 
mainder of the Mnssulmen to join their Corps, after 
being armed, with the exception of some of the Com* 
missioned Native Officers. 

Q, (y the Court — What opinion have yon formed of 
the general conduct of the Mnssulmen^ subsequent to 
the restoration of their arms ? 

4*— On the march of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment 
from Kytanr, I directed Captain Wilson, who then 
commanded th^ Corps, to report to me daily (so long 
as they continned in the district I commanded) the 
general conduct of the Corps. I received daily re- 
ports accordingly by Tappall, stating that the beha- 
viour of the Corps was regular and satisfactory. I 
personally spoke*. to the remaining Mnssulmen of 
those who had been disarmed, previous to the ordering 
them -into the Fort to receive their arms, and to their 
being reincorporated into the Corps, on which oc- 
casion they seemed highly satisfied with the measure, 
and their conduct was such as it ought to be. 

Q.— Did you hear from Major Welsh, whether he 
bad any proof of a conspiracy, besides the proof he 
had received from his own servants? 

A. — He stated a number of concurring circum- 
stances. 

Q. — ^What were those circumstances ? 

* Cdond Dyce cannet speak a word of any Native language.—^, W. 
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^.— He stated that the Battalion one evening under 

arms> had manifested symptoms of great disturbance*, 
paid little or no attention to the duty they were then 
performing, and seemed to be much occupied with 
something foreign to their duty ; that, in short, they 
appeared either drunk or stupified; that the Native 
Officers on the parade being dismissed, behaved in an 
indecorous manner, talking very loud, and conducting 
themselves improperly. He said this happened some 
days previous: that on a variety of occasions, ex- 
pressions had fallen from Sepoys strongly indicating a 
hostile design ; that on a recent occasion, the Senior 
Subadar of the Corps had used improper language 
before several of the Native Officers and Non-Com- 

missioned Officers, at Major Welsh's quarters ; that on 

• 

the morning of the day on which Major Welsh receive^ 
information of the conspiracy, there appeared to be an 
unusual commotion among all ranks of the Natives ; 
and that it appeared as if the conduct of the European 
Officers was watched with much jealousy ; that some 
days preceding the 19th, some blood had been sprinkled 
on each side of the door of the Protestant Church at 
Pallamcottah ; that a ghost had been seen to parade 
about the Garrison, supposed to be that of a Mussulman 
who had been put to death some years before, and that 
the apparition was in the habit of crying out, " Bread 
*' and Water." 

* Colonel Dyce here lias combined the infonnation he had from other 
Officers, with mine. . . 
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Q. bf the CoKri—md yoa yourself make any in- 
quiries amongst the Natives, relative to the conspiracy 
reported by Major Welsh ; and vfhtA was the resnR of 
that inqairy ? 

A. — Not among the Troops; I consulted and exa- 
mined a respectable Native inhabitant* at Pailam- 
cottab, who informed me that he could Hot ascertain 
any thing about Uie conspiracy, as it was involTed in 
so macb mystery. 

Q. — Did the inhabitant at Pallamcottab whom yon 
consulted, appear, from yoar observation, to believe 
in the existence of the conspiracy ? 

if.— I am disposed to think he did aot. 

Ck)LON£L DvGB CrMS-exctmined Inf Pristmer. 

Q. — Did you not confirm and approve every public 
measure I adopted, even four days after your arrival 
in the Garrison ? 

A.^^t confirmed every public measure to the period 
mentioned by the Prisoner, f bad no other guide for 
my conduct than Major Welshes verbal reports. He 
did not deliver his written and official statement on 
the subjectf, in consequence of constant employment, 
t presume on duty, till the 35th. 

. ^ Th& respectable biiAlglhatit was Oobtoory, Colondl Dice's it^h, an 
infirm old man, who hardlj ever qoitted his house. Can it be mpp68^ that 
the conspirators would go and tell Um of their plot ?— ^. Welsh. 

t H«.wttBTitogWildiMeat Aetimekithe Fort, and koeifr ef«c^ thing 
as fully as I did myself.— -J. W, 



Q. — Did you not approve, as well as confirm (bose 
measares ? 

A, — I did not specifically approve ol' all Major 
Welsh's measures, although I followed them up, bo- 
cause it seemed to me then to be impossible to retract. 

Q. — Did you not, immediately on your arrival in 
the Garrison, and before you had any report from me 
concerning the attempt to force the door, announce 
your determination to put all the Native Officers who 
were in confinement^, in irons ? 

A. — Certainly I did, a short time after I arrived in 
the Garrison; but on the representation of Mr. Stmt- 
ton, the Judge, I waived that determination*. The 
attempt to force the door, and the report of its being 
attempted, were subsequent to my determination of 
putting the Native Officers who were confined> in irons. 

LmuTENANT-CoLONEL Dyce Cross-examtncd, 

Q. by Prisoner — Did I not wait upon you with a 
recommendation from Mr. StrattM, Mi. Hepbiin, and 
ettiei^ Qol to p«4 flMm iif ifbns ? 

A.^l belie¥# Mq#r Wofarii wai$ th« dSiiiMl of 
ceitimviaGfttiicrt^ from MtosM. StnM6n wid HepbwB oir 
Hmh subject, iii' wkkh Mi^ot Wolsli riso eencmff^A. 
n^ Hrw ett tfte day of «»y aivii^aJktttPiillattCoHfib. 



The Court adjourns till Eleven o^clock To-morrow 
morning, February 26. 

* VMb Mn teatem^f Deyottttoi^ Affwufix. 
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Thursday, February 26, 1807. 

The Court met pursuant to their Adjournment. 
Members present the same as yesterday. The Pri- 
soner admits the facts mentioned in the First and 
Second Charges, that is to say, the Confinement o^ 
the Native Officers, the Disarming of the greater part 
of the Battalion, and the Expulsion of the Moormen 
from the Fort of Pallamcottah. 

The Letter written by Major Welsh to the Officer 
Commanding the Troops at Quilon, is again put io 
Evidence in support of the Third Charge. 

[Here the Letter was again inserted verbatim.] 

4 

The Judge-Advocate-General produces a Copy of a 
Letter, the original of which the Prisoner admits to 
have been written on the 20th of November, to the 

ft 

Governor of Ceylon. 

^* Honorable Sir, 

^'By a miraculous effort, we 
** have discovered and quelled a mutiny at this place ; 
an express has been sent off to Trichinopoly ; but 
from the nature of a plot understood to be in great 
^* forw.ardness all over the Coast, we think it absolutely 
** necessary to apply to you for succour by Tutucoryn; 
** a few Companies of Europeans for a rallying point, 
** at this period, may prove the means of saving the 
" Company's Tenitorics all over the Coast (there are 
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'' no Earopean Corps soath of Trichinopoly, and fonir 
'• Native Corps very thinly Officered); we have now 
" quiet possession of the arms of the Battalion, having 
'' turned out 450 Mussulmen, and confined 20 Native 
'' Officers. It may be necessary to inform you briefly, 
'' that all Mussubnen are concerned in this plot, and 
'' that this di^rict abounds in them : a European 
'* succour alone can complete the work, which (under 
** Providence) we have so fortunately begun. We 
'' are in all about twenty souls to depend upon one 
*^ another, after collecting Civilians, Officers, private 
'' Europeans, and half-casts together : we will sell 
^' every life most dearly, before any force shall conquer 
" us. We have four Ladies in the house with us, and 
'* have armed 4 or 500 men, whom we. hope we may 
rely on. Colonel Dyce commands this district, and, 
if alive, will be here to-morrow., We keep posses- 
sion of the Fort, but rely on our citadel, a largo 
" house. 

^* I have the Honor to be, 

" Honorable Sir, 
'* Your very obedient Servant, 

" J. Welsh, 

'* Major, Commanding 1st Bat. 
'^ 3rd Reg. and Phlhuncottafa. 



*' List of Gentlemen present. 
Mr. Stratton, Judge of the Zillah ; Mr. Hepburn, 
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*' Collector; Mrs. Wetherall; Mr. Woodcock, Regis- 
** ter, and Lady; Mr. Douglas, Deputy Commercifil 



00 



tt 

€€ 



BoaideHt; Mr. HanibiuTp As^i^taot-CoUecWr; Cup- 
U^VM WiUfi^ Md Pepper; Lioatanmt Wi}9W and 
'' l^y; lA^tttMMt Gor0 ; JUevtenant Feirkiiis:; li^n* 
«' teowtPimM; Mr. M'C«b^« Si«iiKeaii; Miss, Walsh; 
'' Mr. fiiAf Ifitanbe, Misaiaii»r; ; v4 Ux. W. Jigbt.'' 

The Judge- Advocate-General produces a Copy of a 
Letter, which the Prisoner admits to be a True Copy 
of a Letter dated 19th November, addressed by him to 
Colonel Campbell, at Trichinopoly. 

'' Colmid QmtAM* 

^* I have the honor to inform yon, that in 
'^ consequence of information (after strong suspicions), 
'^ that a day was fixed on for our murder by tbe 
'^ Moors, I consulted with the Judge and CoUeetor, 
^ assembled my Officers, and pushed at once, mostly 
*' unarmed, to the Barracks : having sent the reputed 
'' ringleaders outside, we fdl In the barrack guards 
'* and seized the arms ; and after moving about for 
'' some time in different directions, collected most of 
'' the men, not Mahomedans, whom I armed. 

'' I have now, with a handful of men, quiet posses- 
'* sion of the Garrison, and have turned most of the 
'' moomen out of the Fort. We look for immediate 
'' succour, and shall defend our present position with 
" our lives. 

^' If (hose now in arms are faithful, we are pvetty 
*^ sure : I have thirteen Moorish Officera in close con- 
<« foement, and our position is confined to the Parade, 
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** Commanding-Officer's Quarters^ and General Stores, 

'^ all contigaQO^Bt. Heaven bas so far favored our 

'' attempts, and we trust to God for the rest. 

'^ 1 am;^ Sir, in much haste, 

** Yours obediently, 

(Signed) " J. Welsh, 

'' November 19, ** Major Commanding Pbllamoottah. 

** Half-past Five, p. m. 

** P. S. Civilians and all arc concentrated and arrived 
" here/' 

The Judge- Advocate-General also produces a Copy 
of a Letter to the Master Attendant of Tutucoryn, 
which the Prisoner admits to be a True Copy. 

'' Dear Bagoovt, 

*' Se^d off this imfn^di^tely, 

as you v^u^ life. God ba^ ^one wo^er$ by ow 

wea|p hands, and we are all well together ; f^tate the 

" b^nur you ic^^ive this, by return of po^t. Hundreds 

of pagodas will be given for a conveyance, if a cheap 

one cm^Qt be procured. Rai«e 9JII tiie Qutcb« and 

^eiw my £U9jrjd ^vt l^ By E[ou$e*. 

(Signed) " J. WuMJH/' 

The Judge* Advocate-General also produces a Copy 
of a Letter, addressed to the Prisoner from Major of 
Brigade M'Dowall, from Quilon, in answer to one 
addressed by the Prisoner from Pallamcbttah. 

* CbiverofDwt Hoqic itlTutuciOKsw. 
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" Major Welsh, hic. bic bic. 
Sir, 

" Lientenant-Colonel Grant desires me to 
" commanicate to you the measures wbich have been 
adopted here, in consequence of the information he 
received from yon last night. 
As a temporary expedient for the night, our guns 
^' were planted on the flanks to command the line : we 
** had there the artillery-men, band, and drummers, 
** that we could depend upon, with firelocks and ac- 
'' coutrements of two Companies, taken from the 
" Sepoys. 

** This measure seemed to create no alarm, nor did 
** the motive seem to be understood. 

*^ This forenoon the side-arms and pouches of am* 
munition of both Corps were taken from them — the 
men were brought by Companies to the Artillery 
'' Barrack-yard, where they delivered them without a 
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" murmur. 



" We have formed a party of Officers, artillery-men 
'' and half-cast, drummers, &c* whom we may rely on, 
'^ of 100 effective men : these may do a great deal ; 
'' and indeed I may safely say, that nothing can be 

effected against so many, determined to resist. 
The Native Officers are so situated, that it will be 
'^ difficult for them to take any steps against us. 

'' You mention emissaries having come this way. 
" Colonel G. will esteem it a particular favor, your 
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'' commanicating any infonnation on that subject yoa 
" may possess. 

*' We have not as yet been able to discover any here, 
^' but your information might enable ns to tiace them; 
** but the secrecy of their measures makes it difficult 
'* to discover f/*€m*. 

** Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed) ** S. M'Dowall^ 

'* Quilon, (« Mijor Brigade. 

" 22nd Navember, 1806." 



The Prisoner being called on for his Defence, reads 
the following written Address to the Court : 

DEFENCE. 

Mr. Pr£Sid£nt and Grntlbmbk, 

Although the situation in which 
I am now placed is entirely novel, and must certainly 
be irksome to any man of honor; yet the conscious 
innocent which led me (ere I knew of my arrest) to 
demand a public Trial, emboldens me now to address 
this Honorably Court in the language of sincerity; 
vnthout the least doubt of an investigation which I am 
convinced can alone acquit me of the several Charge^ 
preferred against me. 

It is my vnsh to intrude as little upon the time and 

ft 

* The emissaries alluded to, were Ernamn Ally, a Havildar of my own 
Corps (vide Appendix), and the Vellore Facqueer, who made his escape on 
the 19th, while I was disarming the Corps, and went direct to fiuilon. 

F 
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fmi&§m60 of the Coort^ as the natare a&d extent of the 
Charges will admit; but they naturally lead me into a 
detail of circumstances, which I cannot omit without 
injoring ny own character as a Soldier. 

In the month of July last (shortly after accounts 
reached Pallamoottah, of the massacre at VelloreX I 
remarked a degree of mysteiy in the conduct of the 
Col^^s I commanded, especially one night, when one 
of the sentinels over the colours at my door snapped 
his piece, and afterwards went through the motions of 
priming and loading in a very deliberate manner. The 
inquiry which followed (being somewhat foreign to the 
present subject), I shall omit, and only state, that the 
Native Officers, taking advantage of the circumstance, 
persuaded us (with lieutenant-Colonel Dyce's autho- 
rity) to turn out 162 Drafts from the 6th Extra Batta- 
lion, as suspicious persons*, not one of which was a 
moorman, or any way connected in the Corps. These 
men (being still at drill) were not sufficiently known to 
the few European Officers commanding Companies; 
and it is natural to suppose, from what happened sub- 
sequently, that the motive for getting rid of them, was 
not a suspicion of their fidelity on the part of the Native 
Officers, but a fear that these men would not join in a 
jilot to murder their European Officers, or that they 
might betray it, through apprehension or stupidityf. 

* Vide Appendix, No. I. 

t Not a man ever proposed to turn out the real relatives and tonnesiont 
oftte mutineers, many of whom were known to be in the Corps; far leM 
^ttd tbey point out the brothers of the ringleaders as suspected persons. 
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I sent ont parties afterwards in all directions, la 
apprehend Deserters from Vellpre ; and it is well 
known, that though twenty-two were broaght in by 
Collectors, Peons, and Eteapoor Poligars, not a maa 
was ever apprefiended by my Sepoys ; on the contrary, 
when any were brought in (I was afterwards assured), 
their conductors were publicly abused at the main gate 
by the Sepoys on duty, for bringing in their country'^ 
men to be delivered up to Europeans. 

On the 3rd August, the Battalion barber (Ramah by 
nameX informed me that there was a report in cir- 
culation, that five Companies of Europeans were on 
tile road, to make Christians of all the Natives, and to 
turn the Battalion out of the Fort ; in consequence of 
which, Subadar Sheik Hyder had assembled the moor« 
men, and hoisted a flag at the mosque. My tidlor, who 
was then present, immediately confirmed thai part 
relative to the reports. On going into my veriandah, I 
observed a very larger flag flying at the mosque (it was 
triangular, of a dark blue or green ground, with light 
yellow oval spots on it). I had never seen sudi an 
ensign before, and it had a rich appearance, resem* 
bling satin. I understood afterwards, that <m hoisting 
it, 4he moormen gave a deen, declaring '^ that the In- 
** fidels were routed, and that the Mussufanen were to 
*' govern the country.** 

My brother-in-law (Mr. Light*) informed me, that 

• Now a lieutenaoi^ in the iXk Dragoons, and Assistant Qoarter-Master' 
General in Spain* 

f2 
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he saw another flag flying on one of the bastions that 
morning. The latter^ however^ I could not find out, 
or I should have instantly torn it down, and taken such 
other measures as might be necessary at the moment* 
When the Native Officers came shortly after to make 
their reports, I spoke to them about the rumours in the 
Bazar/ and told them it was their duty to have in- 
formed me, that I might contradict them. I then wrote 
to Colonel Dyce, who sent me a Proclamation *, which 
I published on the 5th August f, with my own senti- 
ments fully on the occasion, and received the most 
satisfactory replies from the Native Officers, which I 
then reported to Trichinopoly, and the flag disappeared 
that night privately ; after which they applied to me. 
for permission to hoist the annual flag of Cawder 
WattU, which was done with much ceremony. This 
flag is long and narrow, called a Goam, in consequence 
of its being cut in the semblance of a centipede, and 
it ought to have been taken down in ten days or a 
month at furthest, and be replaced by a white flag the. 
rest of the year. The Goam at Pallamcottah was 
flying till the 20th November with an orange flag (till, 
taken down by the Hindoo Sepoys). The barber told 
me the next day, that Sheik Hyder and other Native 
Officers, abused and threatened him, for telling me 

* Appendix, Nos. III. and IV. 

f Wben Colonel Dyce's Proclamation arrived^ I was oat with the Corpt, 
firing ban at the target, on purpose to show my confidence in them. On 
our return I conyened the Native Officers, and explained Jt to them, prior 
to being rsgularfy translated for the Corps. 
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about the flag and the reports (although I had never 
mentioned his name to any one of them) ; and some 
time afterwards he told me he was quite miserable 
and despised by the whole Corps^ and if any of them 
were talking together^ when he appeared they left off, 
and always shunned liim upon all occasions. 

These trifling occurrences (as they must now appear 
to the Court, and did then to me), lead in a regular 
chain to the main subject. Every thing remained quiet 
till some time after the middle of August, when Mr. 
Cochrane, Collector, received a Letter from one of his 
Aumildars at Shevlapatoor, informing him that he had 
received an order from Madura, to prepare sheep, fcc. 
for 500 Europeans and followers^ that had arrived at 
Madura pn the 12th, in their way to Pallamcottah. 
Mr. Cochrane sent it in to me, with a man to read it. 
I instantly affirmed it was a falsehood, and publicly 
contradicted it. On inquiry, the author could not be 
traced, but I have now good reason to believe it was 
Madar Sahib, brother to Sheik Hyder, then at Madura 
(who afterwards at Pallamcottah, on the 18th No- 
vember, sent to the Tappall to stop his Letters*, 8tc). 
All this time, numerous foreign Facqueers had been 
pouring in, and one among them I particularly re- 
marked, who seemed for a long time a spy upon all 
my actions, and annoyed me very much, by following 
me every where, and demanding alms in a haughty 

• Vide Appendix. Depoiitioiui, Nos. X. and XI. 
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tone ; bat as bo suspicions were then entertaiiied of 
the nature of the mission of those people^ I took no 
further notice of them, and matters went on as usoal ; 
and if I had eter entertained any slight saspicions of 
the CorpSf they were certainly laid aside from that 
time, till the 14th November. 

A severe domestic loss * in the end of October, had 
indaced me to retire to the sea-coast for a few days. 
I came up to Pallamcottah, to be present at the re- 
turns, and there, on the 1st November received a 
Letterf from Colonel Dyce, then at TKchinopoly, 
giving an account of the Mutiny at Nundydroog, &c. 
I read it, and thought no more of it, but returned to 
Tutucoryn that night, where I received on the lltb 
another Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Dycej:, de- 
siring my immediate return to my Corps, for Very par- 
ticular reasons, to be communicated in future. 

I set off that night, and arrived in the Garrison next 
morning, where I found that Colonel Dyce had been 
for a short time on the 10th, and proceeded to Courtal- 
lum. I reported my return, and at the same time sent 
for Subadar Sheik Hyder, Acting Adjutant, (a man 
who had for many years held that situation, and who 
was high in the conlSdence of every Officer in the 
Corps) : I told him what I had learnt of the affair at 
Nundydroog, with Colonel Cuppage*s having detached 

* The loss of a beloved child, 
t Vide Letter, Appendix, No. IX. 
t Appendix^ No. X. 
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two Companies^ and thereby deferred the exepotlon of 
the plot, &c. instancing at the same time, the singpilar 
kindness of Providence to the j^iropeans, in pointing 
oat and defeating those yilianoas plots. I begged him 
to speak to the rest of the Native Officers, and engage 
them to keep a strict eye over the mendicants from 
the northward, and if they should attempt to oornipt 
the men, to bring them to me. He promised v^ry fhir» 
and departed, bat never mentioned a word of it to any 
body. 

On the 14th I received a detailed account* from CoL 
Dyce, of the plots at Nundydroog and Bangalore^ 
the suspicions of the Native Army in general, &c. j^c* 
which led me to think it necessary to set some person 
to watch over even the Native Officers. The result of 
this last step (which proved its necessity) is detailed 
in my Official Report to Lieatenant«Colonel Dyce of 
the 25th November, a Copy of which f, with subset- 
quent Notes, I now beg leave to submit to the Court 
for perusal, as also an Order by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dyce the same day. 

Now, Oentlemen, when all these circumstances are 
duly weighed ; when it is considered how artful the 
Natives are in concealing the nature of their designs, 
and how difficult (if not impossible) it is to arrive at 
positive evidence of guilt, \vhen that is to be drawn 
chiefly from those involved in it; when it is taken 

• Appendix, No. XI. f Vide Letter A, and Ajkpeodix, ^o, XV. 
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-fortber into consideration, that in the remote position 
of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment, the safety of the 
European part of the community wholly depended upon 
our own exertions, and the immediate execution of 
those measures we had adopted to defeat the con- 
spiracy ; I trust. Gentlemen, when you revolve these 
circumstances in your minds, I shall appear to you 
to have been guided in the line of conduct I pursued, 
iby a strong sense of duty, arising out of the most 
imperious necessity. 

That the measures I adopted were hazardous, I do 
not attempt to deny ; but they were not acted upon 
without due consideration, and the united sense of 
the whole of the Gentlemen of the Station, who all 
concurred with me in opinion, that they were fully 
warranted by the critical posture of our affairs. 

The unhappy tragedy at Vellore had sunk deep into 
every man's mind, with the uneasy reflection, that it 
might perhaps have been averted, had due attention 
been paid to the information of an individual, previous 
to the melancholy event. I beg. Gentlemen, I may 
not be misunderstood : it is far from my intention to 
impute blame to any man. I am willing to believe, 
that the confidence so generously reposed in the Native 
Troops, arose from a just consideration of their long- 
tried fidelity and attachment; but I am anxious to 
defend myself, and having before me a never-to-be- 
forgotten instance, and proof written in blood, of the 
fatal consequences of reposing in such false security. 
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I was determined to do all thai lay in my power to 
avert the blow, which I was convinced (and in which 
conviction I shall continue to my dying hour), from 
the evidence I possessed, was impending over as. 

Permit me. Gentlemen, to put a case — allow me to 
suppose, and the supposition is by no means impro- 
bable (for the melancholy affair to which I allude 
affords a memorable example), that a similar catas* 
trophe had happened at Pallamcottah, to that which 
took place at Vellore, and that it was discovered I bad 
had information of the plot, yet disregarded it— I will 
ask, what would have been the reflections upon the 
occasion? Though it is not probable I should have 
had to answer before this Tribunal for my gross neglect 
and deplorable infatuation, yet I will venture to affirm, 
that my memory would have been stigmatized as a 
driveller and an idiot, who could thus repose in such 
careless security, after the dreadful example so recently 
afforded me. 

I trust my character is too well established in the 
Service, to allow it to be supposed that I was actuated 
by groundless fears. 

I can with truth aver, that I never, upon any oc- 
casion, betrayed the smallest distrust of the men under 
my Command, nor ever intimated the least suspicion 
of them to my Superiors, or felt it in my own bostom^ 
till it was roused by that which I (and all around roe) 
regarded as an undeniable proof of a conspiracy. 

To have delayed acting, in such a critical situation. 
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might have been attended with the most fatal conse- ^ 

qaences : I could not expect a complete developement 
of the plot from those concerned in it, and I had dis- 
covered that the men most in my confidence in the 
Corps, were among the most actire conspirators: to 
whom, then, could I apply for farther information T an 
hour might have matured the plan of the insurgents, 
and the proofs we were anxiously seeking for, been 
sealed with our lives. 

Really, Gentlemen, I feel (and I dare say you all 
feel), that under the impression of contending passions 
and opinions to which so delicate a question must ne- 
cessarily give birth, the line of conduct to be followed 
by an Officer placed in such circumstances, becomes a 
most difficult and perplexing choice : he is censured if 
he acts without the most positive proofs — and how 
difficult these proofs are to be come at, I trust I have 
already shown-**and if he neglects the information con- 
veyed to him, and in the sequel it be found correct, he 
is equally liable to be called to account, and is a^- 
swerable for all the lives he might have saved, by 
timely exertions. 

It were a vain and futile attempt in me, to offer an 
appeal to the passions of this Court ; and I declare, 
that what I have stated in this short Address (in reply 
to the two first airticles of Charge exhibited against 
me), is the simple dictate of conscious rectitude, and 
the conviction I have ever felt of an existing con- 
spiracy in the Battalion, and which I do firmly believe. 
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could only have been counteracted by the decisive 
measares I adopted. 

I come now to the Third Charge, and I trust I shall 
be able to satisfy the Court, that in writing as I did, I 
was influenced by what I considered my indispensable 
duty. 

I had detected a dangerous conspiracy in the Corps 
that I myself commanded; I bad received several 
Letters from a quarter which it was incumbent on me 
to attend to^ expressing an opinion that the spirit of 
disaffection and revolt was general throughout the 
Native Army, and recommending me to be watchful, 
and to take every measure of precaution ; I had seen a 
Letter from Government to the Magistrate^ directing 
him to apprehend all foreign Facqueers who might 
come into the Fort, and mix with the Sepoys, as they 
were suspected to be the agents of sedition, and the 
instigators of revolt. Before I wrote the Letters which 
form the subject of this Charge^ I consulted the prin- 
cipal Civil Officers in the District, who not only con- 
curred in opinion, as to the necessity of the measiire, 
but strenuously urged its immediate adoption, as the 
only means left us, not merely for our own safety, but 
also for the preservation of the country. 

Under the impression of the facts which had re- 
cently come to my knowledge in my own Corps (in 
whose fidelity I had ever reposed the most implicit 
confidence)^ and combining them with various circum- 
stances I had learnt frotn a respectable authority, to- 
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gether with the intelligence I have stated in my Official 
Letter*, with Notes, already before the Court, I was 
led to apprehend the existence of a plan for a general 
insarrection, and to consider myself imperiously called 
upon to use every endeavour to defeat it. How ano- 
ther man would have acted under similar circum- 
stances, it is not for me to say; I followed that course 
which I conceived my duty pointed out to me; I 
thought it necessary to apprize the Commanding Officer 
of the Travancore Subsidiary Force, of the alarming 
state of affairs, and to apply to Ceylon, as the nearest 
point whence assistance could be obtained. 

Now, Grentlemen, though no man can more sincerely 
rejoice than I do, that the rumours then in circulation 
prove to have been greatly exaggerated (for no one 
was ever more firmly attached to the Native Service 
than I have ever been), still I think it is hard to im- 
pute to me the crime of creating false alarms, which I 
humbly conceive, is justly chargeable only in cases 
where a man acts upon his own opinion of danger 
without any cause, or with a design to disturb the 
public peace. But in the instance before you. Gentle- 
men (as 1 have already stated), the principal Civil 
Officers, and, I may say, every European in the Gar- 
rison of Pallamcottah, concurred in the propriety and 
necessity of writing the Letters in question ; and if 
we were misled^ I trust my conduct will be judged 

• Appendix, Letter A. 
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ascribable to the fallacy of Iramao reason^ which (as 
an infirmity commoD in a greater or less degree to all 
mankind) cannot be justly impnted to me as a crime. 

In short. Gentlemen, I can with truth affirm, that 
what I did, I did for the best, and from an anxious 
zeal for the good of the Service, which all those who 
know me, I am confident, will allow, I have ever made 
the rule of my conduct ; and I cannot but feel the 
strongest emotions of regret and concern, that it should 
in this Instance have created so unfavorable an im- 
pression in a quarter where it has ever been my study 
to merit applause. 

But I trust that the explanation I have given, and 
the Evidence I shall adduce in support of it, will lead 
to conclusions in regard to my conduct, far different 
from those which (unhappily for me) have hitherto 
been formed of it. 

I would here conclude my Defence, and call upon 
my Evidences, were it not absolutely necessary (in 
support of a character hitherto unassailed by the breath 
of slander) to trespass a little longer on the patience 
of the Court, by the introduction of the subject of the 
Investigation which took place at Pallamcottah after 
the Corps left it. 

Understanding that two of the Members of the Court 
of Inquiry (Major Scot and Captain Newall) had very 
illiberally prejudged my conduct— aware of the partial 
knowledge of the Court, from the removal of the Corps> 
and consequent absence of all the European Officers 
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(but one) — and apprehending that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dyce's suspicions of the veracity of my Butler would 
lead him to condemn his Evidence— I was induced to 
apply for a Copy of the Proceedings^ to enable me the 
more fully to justify my own conduct. This was at 
first denied me; but in the end. His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief was so kind as to allow me to 
peruse, and make extracts from it; a Copy of which*, 
with Notes of my own, I now submit to the Court, 
and entreat that it may be recorded on the face of the 
Proceedings (in my Defence). 

A spotless Character is the dearest possession of a 
Gentleman, and Courage one of the chief requisites in 
a Soldier — mine has been most unjustly slandered in 
the assertions of the Prisoners, recorded in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Court of Inquiry. 

I have been seventeen years in the Service, and 
should be undeserving the rank I hold in the Army, if 
I could sit ^own contented under such an imputation. 
I have further to vindicate (as far as in me lies) the 
characters of my few European Officers (Captains 
Wilson and Pepper, Lieutenants Wilson, Perkins, 
Gore, and Dumas), equally assailed with my own, 
when they are accused '' of having been frightened at 
'^ Subadar Sheik Hyder^s Flag*''^not one of whom, 1 
^m confident, ever discovered a sensation of Ae kind : 
on the contrary, it is to the spirit of those Gentlemen 

• Vide Copy, Appendix. 
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tbat I am indebted (under Providence) for the sor- 
prising success of my measures on the 19tli November. 

I hope my remarks on the Proceedings will not be 
misunderstood ; I mean not wantonly to censure any 
man. 

I can duly appreciate the justice done by the Court 
of Inquiry^ in so far as relates to myself; but I feel 
equally called upon to support the servant to whose 
caurage and fidelity we all owe our lives; nor can my 
sense of obligation to Lieutenant-Coloniel Dyce^ induce 
me tacitly to allow a mis-statement which strikes at 
the very root of that sentiment^ and which, if true^ 
would render him an object of universal detestation. 

[Thus far was written before Colonel Djce gave his Eyidence ; and what 
foUows, was the result of the manner^ as well as the mmtter of that ILvU 
denccj before the General Court Martial. — J. W.] 



I come now to advert to the Evidence given by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce. 

It is painful to me^ to be obliged to say unpleasant 
things of any man ; and had Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce 
acted with that liberality and candour I had a right to 
expect from him, I should not have had occasion to 
trouble the Court with many questions which he has 
obliged me to put to others, in order to prove that 
part of his Evidence on oath is a^nis-statement. 

As the opinion and behaviour of my immediate 
Commanding Officer towards me, after the adoption 
of such measures as are now brought in serious Charges 
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against me^ must, I presume, haye great weight with 
the Coart, I am led to think it my duty to bring forward 
a variety of otherwise useless matter to establish this 
point. 

Although Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce has declared to 
this. Court, that he did not approve of my public 
measures, I hope to make it appear evident, that he 
led me^ and every body else, to conceive that he 
highly approved of them, both publicly and privately; 
and I solemnly affirm, that he promised, to the best 
of his ability, to support me in them. 

How far he has fulfilled his promise, I leave to the 
Court to decide ; but I am certainly inclined to believe, 
that the Court would find it difficult, if not impossible, 
to discover any traits of that friendly solicitude for 
my acquittal, or any remaining embers of personal 
acquaintance with me, which my misfortunes appear 
to have obliterated from his memory. I will allow 
that his Evidence is upon the whole favorable, but it 
was extorted from him, and could not be avoided. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

Migor, 3rd Regiment. 



The Court adjourned till Ten o'Clock To-morrow, 
Friday, 27th instant. 
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Friday, February 27, 1807. 

l*he Court assembled this Day, agreeably to thelt 
Adjournment. Members the same a^ yesteiday. 

The Prisoner puts in a written Report, dated 25th 
November, 1806, written by the Prisons ta Lieiitenant- 
Colonel Dyce. — ^Vide Appendix, A*. 

CAPTAIN PEPPER, Ui Baitalion 9rd Jtefftment, 

is sworn. 

p. by Prisoner'^WeTe any men, and how many, 
turned out on the 25th of July last, from the Ist'Bat- 
talion 8rd Regiment, at Pallamcottah ? 

il.— About 160. 

Q, — by whose order ? 

A. — By the orders of Colonel Dyce. 

Q. — ^What was the reason of their being turned out ? 

A. — It was in consequence, as I was told by the 
Adjutant t, of Major Welsh'^s having observed a Sepoy, 
who was sentry at his quarters, about twelve o'clock 
of the night oi*the 22nd July, going through the motions 
ot priming and loading; upon which Major Welsh 
went to the Adjutant, and called him up, and informed 
him what he hacl seen the Sepoy do. 

* Irhe Jiidge-Aciirbcatey by ptitdng in this Paper in my nhme, tHrew out 
all my Notes, whicli foimed a part of my Deftnce, in the Copy I. prodoctd 
to the Court ; but as it was actually read to the Court, and admitted by 
them in my Defence, I haye copied it fully, as it then stood. 

t Lieutenant Hill, whored in Octoben 

O 



«0 

(^.— Who commmiicated the circattstance to you ? 

Jl.— The A4}ataat anti tbgai W«Uli. The men were 
%iime4 out by the immediiite pr^ers of Colonel Dyce. 

Q.^^Vfw tbejre a Conrt of Inqaiiy held on the sabject 
of tnrntn| the men ont 7 

4«^-There was. 

Q.— Who composed that Court of Inquiry ? 

A««— All the Natiye Officers, as well as Europeans. 

Qi^Af whpw oi4Mi> nA uiid^r whose aatfiority, 
did that Conrt ait 7 

4«*-By the orders of Colonel Dyce. 

^•— Did not ^e Native Officers advise the European 
Officers to turn the men out 7 

il.-*They did. 

(^.~What reason did they give for that advice 1 

if.*— As blid and suspicious men, and of the same 
fcaste as l^e men at Vellore, and supposed to be 
cpnnc|c(ed with the 28rd Sepoy Corps at Vellore, and 
having b^en raised at Shanganacoile. 

^.--Do you recollect any circumstance of a strange 
fla^ havinij^ boon hoisted at Pallamcottah ? 

il.^ip-There was a rumour about it. There was a flag 
hoisted a^t the Mosque 9f% Pallamcottah. 

Q.— Did it appear to you to be an unusual one T 

il.— -I never took notice of it ; I only saw it hoisted. 

ijfn'^^^fp y p^ preheat wh^n I assembled the Native 
OAoers, and vead to them a Bi oolamation ? 

ii.— I was present. 

^.— What did I say to tboo an thait ofiM^onf 
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^.-— M^jor Welsh told 4hem in Moors, to sti<3k to 
their duty, and rely on the British Goteniment% 

Q.'^Do you know of a Iietter receiYed l^ Mr. Coch- 
rane fr<w one of his Aumildar^, mentimiag Ave 
Companies of Earopeans b^ing On their marok to 
Pallamcottah ? 

4. — ^YeSi 

Q.-*-Did you observe apy strange iPacqueers in the 
Garrison prior to the 18th Noyember t 

A.— I did. 

Q.— Relate what happened at the moming' parade 
of the 16th November. 

• A. — I was Senior Officer on p^ade> and after I had 
dismissed the men> I ordered the Native Officers to 
fall out. They made their report to me; on which T 
observed a murmnring: I immedlifttely asked what 
wa$ the matter^ and said if they had any complaint to 
make, the Coiamwding: Officer was always willing t6 
attend to i(. They still spoke am^H^gat each other; on 
which I caUed out to them again to relate wlat they 
had to say; on which the Light Companjr Snbadar, 
Sheik Nutter, came forward to me in a pwempfory 
manner, a^d staid that Major Welsh had abused him, 
on account of some Sepoyis getting leaved Immediately 
afteir, ano^beir $nbadar came forward ivith a aimilaff 
complaint. I |old ^m to remove on ond side, and I 
would take thctm to the C^nmntfanding Officer's qnartcro) 
on which tho whole said they would accompany tii. 
I told th^m there was no occasion for that, and tiaejf 
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might retire ; they did, tod I went with the two Soba- 
dars towards the Commanding Officer's quarters. On 
reaching the Commanding Officer^s gate, one of them 
wished to be off, as he did not wish to make a com- 
plaint. I found M^jor Welsh indisposed^ and after 
waiting some time there, I told the Snbadar to go to 
his own honse, and when I had had an interview with 
M%jor WeUh, I woald tell him what he had said to 
me. On taking his leave, he requested I would not 
mention the circumstance to Major Welsh. I told 
him I .would, after what had happened : I then walked 
off. About two hours afterwards, when I called on 
Major Welsh, . I told him what the Subadar had told 
me ; he immediately sent for him and Sheik Hyder, 
and then asked them . what complaint they bad to 
make ; upon which he put his hands in a supplicating 
posture, and assured him he had none; and then 
Major Welsh and the Subadar went into a private room; 

^;— State what passed on the 18th November be- 
tween Messrs. Stratton, Hepburn, and myself^ at Mr. 
Stcatton's bouse ? 

il.— I went out with Major Welsh to Mr. Stratton's 
tovse. MajorWelsh told, Mr. Stratton of a number 
of Facqueers being about, and of one in particular, 
who came from Vellore. Mr. Stratton then put a 
p^er into Major Welsh's hand> which I was informed 
was an order to apprehend those kind of people 
{Facqueers) who could not give a good account of 
themselves: on which Major Welsh said he would 
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point oQt this particular man, if be cooii 

him, but as be did not appear for sereiBl dmjm, be 

supposed that he went off to Quilon^ I tUoiu 

Q. — State the circumstance of the e ine ai ^ g pvrade 
on the 18th November. "* 

il.— Oil the 18tb November the Offioora asMSiUed 
as usual, and after going through a few nmawvtitM, 
the Officers were ordered to fall out; on which there 
was a general remark made amongst wi» thai the toen 
did their manoeuvres very badly; appeared to be very 
inattentive, and to be stupified: on which If lyor Welsh 
desired one of the Officers present not to talk about 
it, and we then walked off. 

' Q.^— State the circumstances of the 19th Noveinber, 
beginning in the morning. 

A. — The Officers, as usu&l, had assembled at break- 
fast at Major Welsh's quarters ; on my arrival theire. 
Major Welsh put a Letter into my hands, on the back 
of which was written, that he (Major Welsh) had 
discovered a plot, that we were all to be killed in 
ten days, and it* there was any suspicion, We were 
instantly to be massacred — that we must keep it 
quietly till measures could be adopted. Immediately 
after breakfast Major Welsh asked me to go out 
visiting, to which I consented^ and we went to Mr. 
Heplftum's house. Major Welsh took Mr. Hepburn 
aside, and spoke to him : after their consultation was 
over, we agreed to go over to^Mr. Stratton's. After 
we had been at Mr. Stratton's a few minutes. Major 
Welsh and I went to Mr. Douglas's warehouse, fol- 
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towei fajr Mr. Stratton and Mr. IIepbnni> wko ctAMi 
Major Webb aside, and retired with him for soitie 
time ; and then we retamed to the Fort. On retnming, 
Kiyor Welsh informed me of the plans that were to 
be adopted, which were, that a few of the ringleaders 
wore to be inveigled ont of the Fort, to the ZUlab 
^odge, on some pretence, and then we were to pro- 
ceed to the Barracks, take possession of their arms, 
and met afterwards as circnmstaaces wonld teqnire, 
Stieik Hyder, on onr retnm, was Immediately sent for, 
finid on his arrival at Mi^or Welsh's quarters be 
appearisd mnch confused and agitated. Major Welsh 
gave hini a chit, and told him to proceed with it to 
.the Magflstrate, accompanied by some other Native 
Officers. When he went away, I went to my quarters, 
^ oid^ to watch when they went out of the Fort. 
About noon be had not gone. I then returned to the 
:lfajof's quarters, and at the time saw numbers of 
iSepoys running about the Fort, of which I informed 
rMajor Welsh^. One or two European Officers riding 
-by at tile same time, it was proposed to proceed to 
the Barracks forAwith. Other Officers were sent for, 
ebd when they came we proceeded to the Barracks. 
On reitdiing them we ordered the picket to fall in^^ 
•priafe and load; on which tb^ Officers armed themT 
s«9i^S'VHt]i"a musket and beat to arms. Then we 
went into- the Barracks, drove a few of flie men- out« 
«nd took posjsession of the door-ways, collected all the 
aipis, and posted an Officer (Lieutenant Wilson) with 
a few Skiidoos over them. We then went out, and 



oidered the men to fall in, atd infonied Kkem of What 
we kad discoyered, sind seised the whole of the NatiTO 
Officers-— at this time there was gieat eonfdrion, and 
we tciA them that we cane there dtMnatHad to dU <md 
defend aursehes*. We marched the Native Qttceft 
to fke Conmaiiduig Ofic^r's <|«artenr, wfcetfe they 
were confined in a small room. Myself, one or two 
Europeans,, and a lew Natlrii^ were posted ov^r tliem. 
Tliea Mi^or W^h and the etiher Officers west away. 
Afterward I saw the men collected on the parade, asil 
Mf^Ohr Weltrii was speaking to thran^ In the evening 
most of the Native Officers were mardied down to be 
confined in a secure place, and a few remained at the 
Commanding Officer's qnartMS. The European Oflteers 
Were' ittettrihnled, and had chaige of them that night, 

Q>~Z>idyon not ^bserv#Sid>Mar 9Mk Nntter load 
« lansiLOt at. the Bamt^ksl 

. . il.-^Np{ I saw a mvphet in hhi hfind, in a loa^Kag 
poQitiop, when Mi^^r Welsh went np to him. 

'^.-^Did yon see. me disarm him? 

4.^1 did) M^or Webh took the muliet IWnihIs 

.bftod* 

Q.— Were yon present when Mr. Sawyer toM me he 
heard my Orderly hismng at me on the parade T 

A.^^1 was^ 

^,<»Wa!S tiie Orderly confined in c<mse%oen^t 

jlyHe was* 

* This 18 lb error I am not at liberty to correct^ ta it stands so la tlis 
JiittclUMIIoittMv.Mafdi* 
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^.~OtiwHatd«y wask? * 

^4;— To tlie best of my knowledge, the day after tbe 
Native Officefs were coBftDed. 

^•«-*On what day was it that Mr. Sawyer said my 
Orderly hissed iit me 4 

Jh^'Jtke evMing of the day the men were turned oat 
pftheFmt, 

Qy^n what manner did I treat the Prisoners ? 
• jl.«-»FDtfect]y well ; every thing was allowed them ; 
ihiey did not complain. 

' Q.-^Were you present when the Native Officere 
were put in Irons 1 

4.'— I was, 

(^.«*Relate wlmt iiappened, 

it.— One of the Prisoners made a great noise in 
prison ; on which I went to the window to see what 
was the matter* The Prisoner put his hand to the 
>irindow» when two or three of his comrades took hold 
of him: | then iretumed towards the door-way. I 

heard a noise from the door, and informed Major 

__^ . , , • ... ^ 

'Welsh of the noise, who immediately came to the 
prison, and finding the man making a great noise^ 
inquiredi the reason of it. 

Q. by the Clotcrf— What was the Prisoner's name ? 

il.— Sheik Hussein, Subadar of the 7th Company. 
Colonel Dyce then came doivn, apd ordered the whole 
to be put in irons. I opened the prison-door, went in, 
and laid hold of the man (Sheik Hpssein), brought 
him out^ and he called out in Sloors and Malabars, and 
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I bad same trouble in putting bim in irons ; be was 
tb^ sent off to a separate prison. They were. all then 
put into irons. 

Q. by Pmoiter— Did not we (tbe European Officers) 
prevent Colonel Dyce from putting tbem in irons^ by 
a representation in tbe morning? 

il.— Yes. 

^.•*-Do you know any tbing of a Writer of Sheik 
Hyder's running away from my house ? 

A. — I was at Major Welsh's quarters when tbe 
Writer run off: I pursued bim. 

Q.— For what reason was he brought to my quarters ? 

A. — ^To give information that he had received an 
order from Sheik Hyder^s brother*, to prevent any 
Letters for Sheik Uyder or his brother from being sent 
to the Commanding Officer's. 

Q.— What did Colonel Dyce tell you about his 
ftusptcions of the Corps ? 

A. — ^Three days after the arrival of the Corps at 
Pallamcottah, he said be suspected something was 
going: wrong with them. 

Q.— When did be tell you so? 

il.— 'A day or two before the Corps marched from 
Pallamcottah : this was about the 10th of Decembeir. ' 

*Q.— Did not Colonel Dyte tell ybu, after I left 
Pallamcottah, that he approved of my .conduct, and 
would support me as much as he could ? 

. . f Vid« Appendjz, DepontipnffNof. X.aiidXI*. 



il.— He told me he approred of Miyor WelA's 
ccmduct. I did understand in tl^e^ convevsatioD be- 
tween Colonel Dyce and me, that he would siqpport 
Major Welsh as well as he coald« 

Q.«^Wbat was my general treatment of the Ceorpst 

A. — Major Welsh treated them kindly. I nerer 
heard any complaints of him. 

Q.—Did I ever evince any want of oonidenee in the 
Corps till the 18th November? 

il.— -Never, to my knowledge* 

Q. by the Court—Did yon. see tile Letter you speak 
of, ftom the Anmildar to Mr. Cochrane^ or oitly hear 
of it? 

A.-^I saif it in Mr. Cochrane's hands. 

Q. by the Court— You say the ^hole of the Native 
Officers were confined: was there not one Native 
Officer who-was not confined? . . . - . ^ 

A. — ^The whole whom we a^einbkd at the Barraebi 
Were ccmfined. 

Q.^-Was the Native Officer who was.aeen leading 
a firelock, a prisoner at the time jnf his doing so ? 

A. — No. 

^. byOui CSMff^Was it before or after the Pxisdner 
had given the orders for the Corps to fall in without 
arms, that Sheik Nutter had the firelock? 

il.— After*. 

* Sheik Natter was the first Native Officer that arrired— Can any man 
doubt for a moment the intention of this man, in seiang a firelock and 
loading it? He had h& s^td ott iit fbe tiole, and he madib a dash at the 



^.— 'When did the Corps nrrive ^t Pallamcottab 1 

A.^^The end of March. 

Q.— When Sheik Hassein called out in Moors and 
Malabars, what was it be sMd* ? 

4.**-I do not recollect. 

Q. by the Cemr^-^Did it i^ppear to yoa to be the 
universal opinion of the European Settlers at Pal- 
lamcottab, Ciyil and Military, that the measures of 
precaution taken by Major Welsh were absolutely 
pecessary far their sdTety ? 

ii**— Highly so, amongst all who conversed with me 
on the subject. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL DYCE is called m his former 
Oath — to prove Papers, in his hcmd-^ufriting, ufritten to 
Mqjor Welsh. 

Papers put in by the Prisoner : 

Appendix, No. I. is then put in by the Prisoner, 

being a District Order, dated 
23rd July, 1806. 
II. A Private Letter from Lieutenant- 
Colonel Dyce to the Prisoner, 
is next put in by the Prisoner. 

V »• 

amiSy widch were collected in a oorner, wliHe I wai busy harangning Che 
Corps. The arms were at this t&me in two conieii of die Batncks. Liear 
tenant Wilson was at one, and llie other GIBoeEs at the other. As soon as 
collected into one place, Lientenant Wilton was pot in charge of the whole. 
Native Officers do not use firelocks. 

* He called out alond, that Sheik Hyder had been pvodaimed Com- 
mandant of the Fort fifteen days Before ; on wUch all the rest attacked and 
sCmrli Mm- and called him a madman. 
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Apptiudix, No. III. Garrison Orders, 4th Aogost, 1606. 

IV. Letter which enclosed the above 
Orders, same date*, 
V. Letter, 6th Augast> from Coartal- 
lum. 
VI. Ditto, dated 7th AxiguBU 
VII. DittOj, dated 9th August. 
VIII. Ditto, dated 13th August; 
IX. Ditto, dated 30th October. 
X. Ditto, dated 7th Dec. (Nov.) 
XI. Ditto, dated 13th November* 
XII. Ditto, not dated. 

XIII. Ditto, dated 18tb. 

XIV. Ditto, 20th November, 1806. 
XV. Extracts from Garrison Orders, 

25th November. 

Q* by the Court to Lieutenant- Colonel l>yc6->-flad 
you reason to suspect the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment 
of infidelity, soon after its arrival at Pallamcottah ? 

A, — Not then: the first dause of suspicion of in- 
subordination in that Corps, arose from a private 
Letter from Major Welsh, which I thought it my duty 
)to forward to Colonel , Campbell, respecting a sus- 
picious flag said to be hoisted On the Mosque. 



The Court adjourns till Ten o'Clock To-morrow. 

* Here I proposed to the Court to let the Jodge-Adyocate read to 
Colonel Dyce'my Remoilu on hu Evidence, bit was told it was uniieoessaiy. 
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^urday^ February 28, 1807. 

The Court assembled in pursuance of yesterday's 
Adjournment. Members present the same as yesterday. 

CAPTAIN PEPPER called m his former Oath. 

Q. by the Cotirt— Whether, previous to the expelling 
the Hindoo Sepoys from the Garrison of Pallamcottah, 
at the instigation of the Native Officers, as bad and 
suspicious men (conceiving them connected with the 
1st Battalion 23rd Regiment at Vellore, which was 
formed at Shanganacoile), you observed any seditions 
and disaffected conduct, sufficient to justify that opinioi;i 
of them ? 

A. — No, I did not. 

[The Prisoner requests it may be recorded on the Pro- 
ceedings, that previous to the production of the Letters 
written by Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce, he had applied 
to that Gentleman in Court, for his consent to the pro- 
duction of them, and that Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce 
assented to it. — ^The Prisoner's request is granted*.] 

* In ex{>lAnation of this extraordinary and misplaced paragraph, I had 
called apon Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce as an Evidence in my favor, looking 
np to him as a man of honor, to state every particular, and exculpate me 
from blame ; but on his arrival at Madras, he applied not to me, but the 
Adjutant-General, to let him ofi^ from attending as an Evidence (being 
nhout to embark for Europe), and said he could not conceive what right I 
Could have to detain him ; hinting at the same time, tiiat his Evidence migh^ 
hot be much in my favor. This was the cause of my Trial coming on so 
loOn, not to give me an etarfy oppartuniiy of vindicating my character, but 
to allow Lieutenant' Cohnet Dyce to proceed to England, Finding that he 
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LIEUT, and ADJUTANT WiLSON, ia next sworn. 

Q. by Prisoner — ^Were you present at a Court of 
Inquiry on the 23rd July? if you were, state what 
passed. 

A.^I was there. Hie Court of Inquiry was ordered 

did not appear to liave any recollection of Us promises^ or of his personal 
acquaintance with me, I determined to force him, by cross questions, to 
acknowledge the truth of my aisertions. His Letters, which I had kept by 
good luck as ptMc vofuher* (for aU his wders were.thu amaeged to me), 
were not intended to be produced, unless he should deny their purport ; 
but the Judge-AdFOCate haying called him the first day on the part of tkt 
pg^eeuHim, told the Court that he had done so on aetmint of Qokmi^ 
Dyce's being pressed for time ; and that the Prisoner having thus had all 
the beneifit of his Evidence, he hoped he might be allowed to retire. The 
Court agreed, and he was about to withdraw, when I addressod the B«* 
sident, and said I had called upon lieutenant-Colonel Dyce in my Defence ; 
that I had a great deal to do with him, and could not consent to his 
^partnre> unless he allowed me to produce his Letten to^ me on official 
iubjects. To this he willingly assented ; but not expecting my Defence to 
Come on so soon, I had not brought the Letters in with me, and when I 
produced them the next day with my written Defence, the Judge^Advocate 
very properiyvsaid, they could not be taken until autheiiticated by Colonel 
Dyce (who was not to be found tliat day). Captain Pepper was therefore 
Called in the Interim. The Letters thus produced, were selected from forty 
or fifty 1^ In my poisession, and I was careful not to pdbBah any one 
that contained any opinions on the conduct of individuals, or which could 
in any manner tend to injure Colonel Dyce, without tendmg to m^ gwn 
justification. 

the insertion of this paragraph at this late period, proceeded from my 
ezpressbg surprize at not finding any mention of it in the £ur Copv of the 
Proceedings ; and apprehending that people who were not preaeht at the 
time, might suppose I had acted with indelicacy towards Colonel Dyce^ to 
whom I certainly am greatly indebted for the authentic intelligence he from 
time to time communicated, and the suspidons he instilled into my mind, 
without which we should have been coolly butchered in our beds, unprepaired 
and unresisting.^^, Welsh. 
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by Colonel Dyce, consisting of the European and the 
Native Officers as deliberative Members, to report on 
those men of the Corps, who were supposed by any 
means suspicious. The result was, that about 160 
men of the Corps were provisionally dismissed the 
Service^ and their dismissal was subsequently ap- 
proved of by Government. 

Q.-<^What reason was assigned for turning out these 
160 men? 

il.-^I believe it was because they had belonged to 
the 6th Extra Battalion, from which some drafts bad 
been sent to the 2nd Battalion 23rd Regiment, and 
which Corps had been raised at Shanganacoile. 

Q.-^Were there any other reasons assigned by the 
Native Officers? 

ii.— Tes> there were — want of caste ; want of stature. 

'^•— Were any suspicions of their fidelity mentioned 
by the Native Officers T 

ii.— iYes, I believe there were; I cannot Bpeak 
positively. 

Q.— -Were any men condiicting Deserters into the 
Grams^Ni, abused by tiie Sepoys t 

il.— I did not myself hear them abused; I only 
heard^at they w^te abused. 

Tlfe Ju^ge-Advocate objeicts to the latter part of 
t)iia Answer^ on the ground of what the Witness heard 
not being Evidence. 

"fbe objection ia over-ruled by the Court. 
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Q..^Did you obfierve any strange Facquecrs in the 
Fort, after the Vellore business ? 

4.*— I did, one in particular. 

Q. — Did I send Guards put to apprehend Mutineer 
Deserters from Vellore ? 

4.— T^s. 

Q. — Did they ever bring in. one man ? 

A. — ^Yes, several : none that I know, of were De^ 
sorters from Vellore. 

Q. — Did my Sepoys ever bring in any man ? 

A. — ^They brought in Deserters : I am not certain 
tjhey were Deserters from Vellore. 

Q. — What number of Mutineers were brought in by 
other people? 

4.— I do not exactly recollect the number, but a 
large party were brought in by Mr. Cochrane's Peons. 

Q.-*Did yoii observe any blood at the church on 
the 16th November? 

4.— No. 

Q. — Were you at the church on the 16th November? 

4.— No. 

Q.— State the occurrences of the 19th Novembetr. 

4.T-0n going to Major Welshes quarters, in the 
morning, he communicated his suspicions to me ; and 
said that he was going to take prompt and effectual 
measures for the general dafety. A little after this I 
returned home, and was called about an hour after- 
wards to Major Welshes house, when all the Officers 
of the Corps present proceeded to the Barracks, and 
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seized the arms of the men^ A small party of Hindood^ 
on whose fidelity most could be relied/ wad formed 
under my orders^ and placed over the arms, with 
directions from Major Welsh, not to allow a musket, 
or any arms, to be taken away, except at the expence 
of our lives. Whilst I was in the Barracks^ the Corps 
was ordered to assemble on the general parade* - 

Q. — ^Were you present when a Letter from a Sejpoy 
at Travancore was read to Messrs. Stratton, Hepburn, 
and myself, on the morning of the 20tfa November; 
and what was the subject of that Letter ? 

il.— I was : it was from a Sepoy in Travancore to 
his sister at Madura, which mentioned that he would 
not be in the Service in the space of a month or two, 
and that he would then go and rejoin her at Madura. . 

Q.-^Was there nothing further in that Letter? 

A. — There was, but I do not exactly recbllect.* 

Q« — Did you copy my Letters to Trichinopoly, 
Columbo; and Quiloii/ on the 19tb and 20th of No- 
vember? 

il.— Idid. 

Q.— Were Messrs. Stratton and Hepburn present 
when I wrote them T ' 

A. — ^They were, when the Letters were written to 
Columbo and Quilon ; I don't know whether they were . 
when the Letter was written to Triohinopoly, 

Q.— Did Messrs. Stratton and Hepburn see those to 
Columbo and Quilon prior. to their dispatch? 

il.— Yes. 

H 
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i}.^Were wiy Birtleir and Ramaswany pablicly 
cMHifiaed, cftte Colonel Dyce's anival 7 

j|.-*They ^irare*. 

Q.timW'en jov ilrasQift nvlien if^a 37iizjE€r AUyi 
TiaHodiCkkloael Dyce at my faoue*? 

Q.— *Did.te tey aiqr thing aiK^t a Facqneerf 

4*'^^3re8y . and Mr. Fisher too ; as Mr. Fidier spoke 
in EAgiuli I nndeistood Uta licKten. 

42:.^Wfiltt MA Mff . Ffaher say ? 

il.— Mr. Ffdieir said that th^y nldt a Facqileec 
near Ihe Trntiancove gate, vfbo grossly kisalted Aga 
Nnner Ally»: aiid siM that he was Sent by the Pvo^ 
phot to destroy thonsands^-Hsaf posed to 'mean Ea- 
ropeaiis. 

Q.-^Yeu #eto long Adjnlasit cif tfae€brps ^whife I 
commanded i4i->*'irhat ^as my gen^^al conduct and 
tieisifepenl; of Ihe Ccsps f 

X-^Majt(ir W«lidi aniyersally colidiietod himsdrf 
with the greatest humanity to the Corps^ ahd paid 
great attention to their interests and comfofte. 

^^%!fthe Cirarlh— When yon took dmige of the Se- 
p<^' anns on the morning of the 19tli Norember, was 
tiiero anyappearanoe of resistance on the part of tihe 
Sepoys td deUiFer «p their afite|} 

it.— I did not obsen^ aby aiyself. 

• Vide my Note, Court of Inqiuiy. 
t BfOther to the Penuan Ambassador. 
% No arms were deliyered up. 
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Q.-- Did you read the Sepoy'-» Letter from TfaTim- 
core^ and in what language Was it 7 

A.^lt was in the Malabar language : I ootid hot 
read it. 

Q. — By whom was it read I 

A.^Bj the Vakeel of the Battalion, and a WtiMr ef 
the Post-Office. 

Q.<— By wiiat channel was it receited at Pidlim- 
cottah ? 

A. — By the common Tappall. 

Q. by the Court— Bid you observe the Snbadar whom 
Major Welsh disarmed, with a musket inliis hand? 

A .—No, I did not. 

Q. by the €tomt—Did you know any tlung of ^ 
Havildar haying knocked down a Sepoy iat the Bar** 
racks, whilst the Corps was disasnxing liwve on the 
19ih November? 

A. — I only heaid so. 

Q. by the PHsmer—Bo you know whether «iy of 
my guards ever brought in any Mutineer DeaarlAtf 
from Vellore ? 

A. — ^No, I do not vecoUect. 

LIEUT. DUMAS, Ut Baitedim fird Regimeni, euwm. 

Q«-— Were you present at a Court of laquii^ on the 

SSrdJuly? State the particulars of what passed there. 

il.-^I was not. 

Q.— Do you know any thing of a strange flag flying 

at the Mosque ? 

h3 
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il.— I saw it. 

Q. — ^Describe it, and when it was hoisted. 

il.^->I cannot speak exactly to the date-^I cannot 
describe it. 

Q*— Do you know of any strange Fabqueers arritring 
in the Fort? 

A. — 1 have heard of them, 

Q.--^Do'yoti know of any blood at the church on the 
16th Norember? 

it.— I heard the Clergyman say so. 

The Judge-AdTocate-General objects to the last 
Answer of the Witness, as being hearsay Evidence, 

Q.— Were you at the church on the 16th November, 
and what passed there ? 

A.-^\ was^not there; I was ill. 

Q.— Were you present at the evening parade of the 
18th November? and relate what passed. 

^..^I was present at the evening parade the day 
before the men were put in arrest: the European 
Officers remarked after parade was over, that the men 
did not pay the usual attention they formerly paid to 
their duty. 

Q. — State the occurrences of the 19th November, 
when I disarmed the Corps, beginning from the morning. 

il.-^-On that mdming Major Welsh sent me out to 
Mr. Stratton's; about an hour and a half befdre (as he 
told he) he had sent Sheik Hyder with a ndte to Mr. 
Stratton's, and M^jor Welsh told me it was his in- 



99 

tention^ as soon as Sheik Hyder was out of the way, 
to draw the Corps out on the parade, and tell them 
what he had heard of the mutiny ; and to tell them, if 
it was their intention to put their European Officers to 
death, to do it openly, and not as cowards. He sent 
me out at this time to Mr. Stratton's> to know whether 
the Subadar went out to Mr. Stratton's, mid to see 
whether he was there. When I got there, I adeed 
Mr. Strattbn whether he had arrived ; he said that he 
had not. On my return, I met in a bye street behind 
the Barracks, Sheik Hyder, the head Subadar/ the 
Subadar of the 3rd Company, and the Havildar Major: 
when they saw me, they dispersed, and ran different 
ways*. I immediately went and informed Mi^or 
Welsh of it, who afterwards asked the advice of the 
Officers, what was to be done: some said, it was best 
to go and disarm the men ; others said not. Afterwards 
we went up in a body to the guard at the Barracks, 
and secured the arms of the guard close by the Bar- 
racks first. There was a large, crowd about the.place. 
I heard somebody, I don't know who, cry out, that 
there was a firelock snapped. * I don't recollect any 
thing further. 

Q.'— Was an Orderly of mine put in irons 7 
^ il.— Yes. 

©.—For what ? 

*v Would not innocent ni«n .hare met an*Officer, and .pud, him. the usual 
compliments? Mr. Ught, my brotber-in-law, was^with Lieutenant Dmnas 
in the same baudy. Not knowing of my Ti^, he had gone to Europe, via 
Ceylon, before it came on. 



/ 
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A.'^Vot makiog use of abvsiTe language to Ms^^'f 
Wekh. 
Q.-><«Did you apprehyeiid aay Facqueers after tbts» 

fMidtnowmwyl 

4^—- Vr. Qore* who waA Officer on Gaaid^^ seized one. 

Q,«<^Wbat WM my general treatment of the Corps? 

A.^^I boLve always bei^rd tl^at the Prisoner was much 
Wykeri in the Corps; I never heard the contrary. 

Qi-^PW: I ever show a want of confidence in theiUj, 
till after the evening parade of the 18th Novemher? 

4.-^Never, that I saw. 

Q. by tJm Caurt^^W^L^ there any resistancje oa the 
par]t of the Sepoys, on their arms being taj^en from 
tbew on the mocning of the 19th Novemb^? 

4*-^l sikw none. 

Q; ky tkfi Prisimer'^Wlmt nnmber of Sepoys were 
ip. the Qurzacks when their arms were ^eissed^ ei^clu- 
sively of the guards ? 

4*-^l cannot say : there were partitions between the 
. — . Barracks; I could not see. 
/ Q^ — A.t what hour did we proceed to the Barracks 

pn the 19th November ? 

4. — I believe between eleven and twelve in the 
morning. 

Q. by the Ccmrf— Did yon make any observation on 
parade on the evening of the 18th November, respect- 
ing the conduct and unsteadiness of the Battalion ? 

A-^Yes, I saw that they did not pay the attention 
tt(ey ougbt to hi^ve done. 
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LIEUTENANT €ORE m mvam, and A$ Ckarg€$ r^ad 

over U him. 

Q. by (he Prisoner — Were you present at a Coart of 
Inquiry on the SSrd July ? State the particulars. 

A. — I don't know the date of it ; there was a Court 
sat in Major Welsh's house, to ascertain whether 
there were any suspicious persons in the Corps; as 
there were some drafts lately received firom Shanga- 
nacoile, where the BattaUan^ who behaved so itt at 
Vettore was likewise raised. After inquiry, there were 
found to be a certain number, I don't recollect how 
many, reckoned suspicious persons, and- discharged 
accordingly. 

Q. — ^Who urged their being discharged T 

A. — I understood from every body, that it was 
Subadar Sheik Hyder, he having stated that they were 
not to be depended upon. 

Q. — Do you know any thing of a strange flag at the 
Mosque after this ? and describe it. 

A. — I know there was a strange flag hoisted, as it 
was the subject of conversation ; but the colour and 
the flag itself I do not recollecjt. 

* As this circumstance is menticmed in ereiy Bridence^ I thiDk it neces- 
sary to Hi^H^ Hiat ^ Nativ:^ Offiqers. of oiir Corps bad Itdo^ to Miere 
that the 2nd Battalion 23rd Regiment Natire Infiintry (a yery young Corps 
raised to tlie southward) , was solely cnlpahle in the massacre; and Goyem- 
ment^ by a hasty statement to the same effect, confismcd IliU Mlacyk II 
has now been clearly a^certunod, that the 1st Battalion l«t R^gimentr (one 
of the oldest Corps in the Sernce], was the principal, and the other only - 
auxiliary in that atrocious affair. 
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Q.—Do you know of any Letter^ received by Mr. 
Cochrane from Shevlapatoor— what was it? 

A. — I do; I was one morning at breakfast at Mr. 
Cochrane*s, who told me that he had received a Letter 
from Shevlapatoor, informing him that a Detachment 
of Europeans was expected from Madura. Captain 
Pepper wrote a chit from Mr. Cochrane's, stating that 
he had intelligence, to Major Welsh. 

Q.—Do you know of any strange Facqueers ap- 
pearing in the Fort ? 

A. — I know of one, who I frequently perceived 
begging at the Officers' quarters. 

Q.—Do you know of my sending any guards out to 
apprehend Mutineer Deserters from Vellore ? 

A. — ^Tes; there were guards sent out, and I recol- 
lect Major Welsh's once saying, he would contribute 
towards a reward, if any of his men brought prisoners 
of consequence. Major Welsh specified one man, 
whose name I don't exactly recollect. 

Q.— What was the result ? 

4* — I never heard of any being brought by the Sepoys. 

Q.— Did Mr. Cochrane's people bring any ? 

il.— They did. 

Q. — Do you know of the Sepoys abusing the. Col- 
lector's people who brought them in ? 

il.— I was not present when they were abased. 

Q, — Do you know of any blood at the church on the 
16th November ? 

A. — Mr. Bingletaube showed me the spot where it 
had been. 
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Q.— What passed at the evening parade on the 18th 
I{ovem)>er ? 

^.— The men of the Battalion; it struck me, were 
more inattentive and carel^s^ in tbeir movements than 
ever I had seen them, A F^<>n brought to Major 
Welsh a packet; the Sepoyilext me seemed alarmed, 
and elbowed the man next him, whether intentionally 
or not, I cannot be positive. 

Q.-^What passed after the Officers fell out ? 

A. — Lieutenant Perkins and myself observed how 
extremely ill the men had behaved in manceuvriag: 
he said they seemed as if they were all drunk. Major 
Welsh told him that was not a proper place for such 
observations, and desired him not to repeat them, as 
they would be overheard. 

Q. — State the occurrences of the 19th November, 
wl^en I disarmed the Corps, beginning from the morning. 

4. — la the morning, when I came out of my quarters 
to go to Major Welsh's, I met Mr. Light and Mrs. 
Welsh going towards Mr. Light's new house; he 
(Mr. Light) asked me to join them. After we had 
entered the house, be (Mr. Light) called me into 
another room, and informed me, that there had been a 
plot discovered for murdering all the European Officers 
of the Battalion who were in Garrison, in ten days ; 
and if it was known to be discovered, it would most 
probably be put in execution immediately. We after- 
wards went to Major Welsh's house, where the Officers 
were assembled to breaklast. During breakfast. Major 
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Welsh wrote on the back of a Letter^ tlMtt he had 
discovered a plot to murder us all in ten days. After 
breakfast he went with Captain Pepper out to Mr. 
Hepburn's and Mr. Stratton's, to consult with them 
(as I understood). On his return he informed us, thi^ 
as it seemed the general opinion, that to proceed to 
the Barracks and take the conspirators by surprize, 
would be the best plan, he was determined upon it. I 
returned to my quarters, to make some arrangements 
before we went to the Barracks ; during which, I saw 
Major Welsh and all the other Officers present (except 
Lieutenant Perkins, who was with Hie), come out of 
Major Welshes house, and go down the road^ to the Bar- 
racks. We immediately ran out of the house to join 
them : we did not overtake the party till just after they 
had reached the Barracks. I perceived the Barrack 
guard imder arms — a tittle after this they loaded ; whe- 
ther by order or not, I don't know. Major Welsh and 
all the other Officers, except Lieutenant Perkins, went 
into the Barracks, where the arms were. We remained 
with the Barrack guard, which was drawn up in front 
of the Barracks, facing outwards. Lieutenant Perkins 
remained at one flank of the guard, and myself at the 
others I was walking up and down, close to it. 
During this, I thought I heard a firelock snapt, and I 
turned immediately round, when I perceived a Non- 
commissioned Native Officer knock a Sepoy down. I 
asked him why he did so ? his answer was. The man 
was playing with his firelock without orders. The 
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man fell witk the firelock under bid leg, in snch a 
miuiner that I could not see the lock and pan. At 
thk moment I was called into the Barracks, to take 
dipi^ of one of the do<»s. After the arms of the 
Sepojs were collected at one end, and Lieutenant 
Wilson, with a party of Hindoos and Pariah Sepoys, 
placed in charge, we came out of ibe Barracks. In 
the door- way, Subadi^r Sheik Nutter came up to me, 
and requested I would not let Major Welsh shoot him. 
I asked him why he should be afraid of Major Welsh 
hutting him? he said. Major Welsh had a loaded 
musket in his hand, and he might shoot him. I replied, 
if he had conducted himself properly, he might be 
confident neither Major Welsh, nor any one else, 
would injure him. Having armed the Hindoo men, 
and the Dcummers and Pariahs, we went round to all 
the gates^ beginning with the Travancore gate. On 
our anrival there, we formed a party of Hindoos, in 
command of whom Major Welsh left Captain Wilson, 
with ocders to take chaige of the gate, with certain 
orders ; next the main gate, where Major Welsh left 
me with a party of Hindoos, with directions to defend 
the. post with my life. Before he left^ the gate, be gave 
into my charge the Facqueer I before mentioned, and 
then passed cm. While I was in charge of this gate- 
W/ay, Mr. Stratton, the Judge, Mr. Hepburn, the Col- 
lector, Mr. Douglas, the Deputy Commercial Resident, 
Mr. Hanbury, the Assistant Collector, with some 
tfatahar-m^n's families, passed in and out. In the 
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evening, Lieutenant Perkijis came down with Mr. 
Light and a party, to relieve me ; and Captain Wilson 
brought me an order from Major Welsh, to deliver 
charge to Lieutenant Perkins. After delivering charge, 
I went to Major Welsh's house, and saw most of the 
Native Officers in a side-room of Major Welsh's .ve- 
randah. Major Welsh conversing with them : Captain 
Pepper, with a party, had charge of them. ; A short 
time afterwards. Major Welsh took their swords, and 
set them all at liberty but four, whom I understood he 
kept as sureties. A short time afterwards, the rest of 
the Native Officers were confined in the General Stores, 
where Captain Pepper and Lieutenant Dumas were 
placed on duty. Major Welshes Butler, after dinner, 
having declared that there was another man who was 
present at a conference he had overheard, and who 
was not confined in Major Welsh's house. Major 
Welsh, myself, and the Butler, went down to the Ge- 
neral Stores for him to point out the man, as he could 
not inform us what his name was. When we arrived 
there, he pointed to Subadar Secunder Cawn, of the 
6th Company, whom we brought up to Major Welsh's 
house, who confined him in the same godown with his 
Tindall, whom he had been informed was also con- 
cerned. There was a padlock wanting to the: door: I 
turned about to one of Major Welshes servants to 
procure one ; during which Major Welsh . remained 
conversing with the Prisoners in Hindoostanee.. I 
heard one mention Sheik Ryder's name, saying he. bad 
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daid something ; I did not bear what it was — he was 
also using the word Feringkee. At that moment I 
asked Major Welsh what the man had said; he re- 
plied, that he had informed him *' he heard Sheik 
'' Hyder once declare in the Mosque, that the Eu- 
'' ropean Officers must all be murdered/' ' Major 
Welsh observed, that the man seemed to think nothing 
of what he had said. I went to Major Welsh's ve- 
randah, and mentioned the circumstance to the Rev. 
Mr. Ringletaube, informing him that some confession 
might be drawn from the prisoner. 

Q. — ^Was an Orderly of mine put in irons afterwards, 
and for what ? 

A. — ^There was an Orderly of Major Welsh's put in 
irons ; his crime was verbally given to me by Captain 
Pepper, for behaving in a seditious manner, in hissing 
Major Welsh, his Commanding Officer, and for saying. 

Yon may command, but you shall see who will 

obey." I put him in irons, and gave him in charge 
to lieutenant Perkins. 

Q. — ^What was my general treatment of the Corps ? 

J. — That of the greatest kindness — I have beard 
Major Welsh express the greatest confidence in his 
men. . . 

The Court adjourned till Eleven o'Clock Monday 
morning. 
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Monday, March 2, 1807. 

The Court met this day^ pursuant to their Adjourn- 
ment. Members present the same as on Saturday. 

LIEUTENANT GORE, an hiM farmer Oath. 

Q. by the Prismer — ^Were the Sepoys accm^omed to 
sleep at the Barracks^ or in their own huts ? 

A. — I do not know. 

Q.— What was the size of the Barracks ? 

A. — Rather too small for a Battalion. 

Q.— What number of Sepoys were present at the 
Barracks when we first secured the arms ? 

-4.— The greatest part, 

Q. — Do the Native Officers of the Corps speak 
Malabars ? 

A. — Most of them. 

Q.-— Was the Goam^ flying at Pallamcottah on the 
19th November? 

/^.— In the morning, to the best of my recollection, 
but it was taken down afterwards. 

0.— Were you present when Mr. Fisher and Aga 
Nuzzer Ally spoke about a Facqueer ? 

A. — I was, when Mr. Eisher spoke about a Facqueer. 
Mr. Fisher^ in Mr. Hepburn's tent, told us they had 
met a Facqueer in the Travancore gateway, who asked 
Aga Nuzzer Ally to assist him in putting Mr. Fisher 

* Vide my Pefence, where the Qovm is describedi p. €6. 
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to death, and upon bis refusal^ abused hitn; for which 
Aga Nuzzer Ally was going to cut him down, when 
Mr. Fisber interfered, and pacified him. 

Q. by the Court — Was the Havildar that knocked 
down the Sepoy, a Hindoo or a Mussulman t 

A. — I do not know. 

NATIVE INTERPRETER sworn. 

SCBADAR OUNNOJEE ROW, Ut BaiiaUon Srd Regi- 
ment Native Infantry, is sworn. 

Q. — Did you see a flag hoisted at the Mosque at 
Pallamcottah after the news of the Vellore mutiny ? 

A.— I saw it; every body saw it, as well as myself. 

Q. — ^What shape and colour was the first flag oft 

il.— The first was green. 

Q.— What ceremony attended the hoisting of it ? 

A. — It was a ceremony of the Moormen, and I do 
not know what it was. 

Q«-— Was it carried about in a dooly ? 

A. — ^It was carried in a palankin, and carried round 
in procession. 

Q.^-^Did tire main guard salute it t 

A.^^lt was carried to the Mosque by the way of the 
.^azar, and towards the Barracks, and was then carried 
to the Mosque; it did not come close to the main 
gufird. 

<?.— MTien was it taken down? 

itf .—About five o'clock in the evening it was t^ken 
down, and carried to the Mosque. 
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Q. — How many days did the flag continue to fly at 
the Mosque ? 

^.^It was flying several days, till the Corps was 
disarmed. 

Q. — Whiqh flag are you speaking of ? 

A. — Both flags. 

Q. — ^Was the flag of Cawder Wallie hoisted after or 
before the green flag ? 

A. — ^Tho flag of Cawder Wallie was flying before the 
green flag was hoisted. 

Q. — Which flag was hoisted first ? 

A. — ^The green flag was hoisted first. 

Q. — ^What was the Bazar news, when the green flag 
was flying ? 

A. — I heard nothing in particular. 

Q. — ^Was there any report that alarmed the Natives 
at this time ? 

A. — I did not hear any. 

Q. — ^Was there a report of Europeans coming at 
that time? 

A. — ^The Natives were in the habit of saying that 
some Europeans were coming : it was a Baear report. 

Q.-7-Was there any news concerning Vellore ? 

A. — It was a Bazar report, that a Battalion, had; 
mutinied at Vellore. 

Q. — ^What was said to be the reason of that mutiny? 

^.— That a new-pattern turban, was ordered to be 
put on all Battalions, which was the cause of. the 
mutiny. 
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Q.— Was any thing said by the Native Officers wheil 
the new-pattern turban arrived at Pallamcottah ? 

A. — I heard nothing. 

Q.—Do you know when the Facqueer Emaum AUy^ 
left Pallamcottah ? 

A. — He went away before the disturbance at Pal- 
lamcottah. 

Q. — ^Where did he go to t 

A. — He said he was going to Travancore.. 

Q. — Did he say himself he Was going to Travancore t 

il.— ^The people who saw him on the road, told me 
that he said he was going to Travancore. 

Q.— Were there many Facqueers in the Fort? 

A. — I don't know. 

Q.— Whose house did the Facqtieers go to in the Fortt 

il.^To Sheik Hyder's. 

Q, — ^Wbat was the general conduct of Subadar Sheik 
Hyder to the Corps ? 

A. — He called himself Commandant, and directed 
the rest of the Battalion to carry reports to him, and 
not to the Gentlemen of the Battalion. 

Q. — Did he use people illt 

^•-*>IIe settled disputes amongst the Sepoys and 
boys, and always had a number employed about hiji 
house, in carrying bricks. 

Q.— -Did he make trouble with the Corps ? 

* This was a HaFildar, who was reduced fot insolence to CapUdn Peppef 
On duty in July, when I was absent from the Corps for a few days ; an^ 
turned Facqueer. 

I 
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ii.^-^Wiili those who were employed about his house. 

Q.-^Had be gveat iftfluence with tliie Corps? 

il.— He had, and people were afraid to disobey him. 

Q^-^Did I authorise hiof to assume so mfuch com- 
maud over the men ? 

iL-^1 cdo not know whedier Major Welsh gave him 
such authority. 

Q.-^When was it that he began to assume^ such 
authority? .: ^ ; 

^--fAbout the time of Major Shepherd — about four 
or:fivd yQan*. . . - • 

Q,— Did he order himself to be called Commandant 
in Mafor Shepherd'^ time? 

-4.— Not then. 

Q.— 0id^ he- not ^tdet himself to be called Com- 
mandant of the Fort of Pallamc^ttah? 

2^.— I dd not fccrow whether he directed the Sepoys 
to call him — he was always called Commaindaint/ but 
not ofthe Fortof Fallamcottah. 

Q.^f^-Did^^j^eikl^er call himself Commaiiding 
Officer of the FoH^^6fPaHamcottab? 

A. — I never heard him. 

iQ.«^What was the exclamation in Moors, when the 
l^eenilag^ wias: raised ?' 

jf,«^Deen! Deen! Deen! 

Q.--Wliat else di<l they say? 

^.— Deen J&g4. Kauffer Bhagah ? 

Q.— When the flag was carried round in processionj, 
was it not escorted by a party of the main fuiM^ ? 
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A, — ^One Havildar^ one Naigne, and twelve Sepoys, 
escorted itTrbiii' the Barracks. 

Q. — Who ordered the guard ? 

A. — The Havildar Major came and ordered the 
Havildar, the Naigue, and the Sepoys, frbm the Bar- 
racks; bat wha ordered the Havildar Major t doi not 
know. . . . . 

Q. — Were any puppet-shows exhibited at the Bar- 
racks, before the disarming the Corps'?- ' 

A, — Yes, there was at the Barracks. 

^.— What was represented theris t 

A. — ^There was ia pandall furnished, and a curtain 
drew up, and shewbd images of Europeans and iSepoys 
to the people who were present*. ... - 

Q.— Was there an image there of Major Welsh t 

A.^^Yes, of Major Welsh, and of bthei^ JBuropean 
Gentiiemen. 

Q. — ^Who paid the expencos of this exhibition T 

A. — The Sepoys were taxed to pay them. 

Q.-^Who ordered the tax to be made t 
\ A. — ^SheikHyder. 

Q. — How many brothers of Subadar Sheik Adam 
were in the Battalion ? 

A . — ^Two of them were in the Battalion. 

Q.— How many brothers of Noor Mahomed were in 
the Battalion 7 

^.-^Otie ; he was a Havildair. 

• Vid« Cetoaiel Dyce's Letter, Appendix, N«. IX« 

i2 
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Q. by the Judge- Advoet^— Were those persons the 
brothers of that Sheik Adorn who was blown away for 
mutiny at Vellore ? 

^.— I heard so. 

Q. — ^Where was Noor Mahomed ? 

A. — I have heard that he was at Vellore. 

Q. by the Prt^otter-— How did I behave to the Corps ? 

2<.— Very well. 

Q. by the Courl^— Did yon observe a green flag at the 
Mosque before ? 

il.— Yes, some days before. 

Q.— Did you ever observe such a flag before ? 

A. — Sheik Hyder hoisted a flag of the same kind 
before he marched into the MahrcUtah country with 
General Wellesley; and this was put up in conse- 
quence of the old one being worn out. I cannot tell 
whether it was a proper flag, for I do not know the 
customs of the Moormen *• 

Q. by the Court— When the flag was hoisted the first 
time, did the Moormen make the same noise of Deen ! 
Deen ! Jaga ! Caufre Bagga ? 

^. — I was not there. 

* It will be easily obsenred how this man prevaricated from beginning to 
end. I know he was perfectly acquainted with all the tricks of the con- 
spirators, and knew their customs folly; but they all attacked him, when 
they found I had summoned him as an Evidence, and actually frightened 
him from disclosing half the truth, as he still apprehends they will succeed 
in the end. I had promoted him at once from Havildar for good conduct on 
the 19th November, and thought him a brave and steady soldier till now, 
1807. 

He beeame an habitual drunkard, and was pensioned. 
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Q. by the Cotcrf— Was it nsaal for any flag to b^ 
carried about in a palankin ? 

^.— I never saw it before in a palankin, but only on 
a brass plate on men's heads. 

Q. — Were you present when the green flag was 
hoisted the last time ? 

il.— I was. 

Q. by the Court — Was there any conversation among 
the Moormen when the flag was last hoisted ? 

J. — There was, but I do not recollect what. 

Q. by the Court — When the representation was made 
of the puppet-show, what were the images represented 
as doing ? 

A. — Men were represented on horseback and on 
foot ; persons were engaged on both sides ; the Sepoys 
and the Europeans were marching backwards and for- 
wards : they appeared to be exercising. 

Q. by the Court— Wm the guard which escorted the 
flag armed ? 

A. — Yes. 

The Court adjourned till To-morrow, March the 3rd, 
at Ten o'Clock. 
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Tuesday, March 3^, 1807. . 

Tbe doart aMembled t^i^ day^ i|i|jr^9f^Pl.t to tiieir 
Adjournment. Members pKiP^entJt^e.^fiBi^ j^^, 7es(ejc4.^y . 

Gap^tfiin Clay son, ^i the 1st j^tf^l^n aQth Rfigi- 
ment Native Infantry, is sworn, to interpret in Hin* 
dostanee. 

AITWAR SYNQ, Ut Battalion Zrd Regiment Native 

Infantry, is 8u>om. 

Q. &2^ /Ae Pmpner---Relate what passed at Pallara- 
cottah after the news of the Vellore mutiny arrived. 

-4.— Ten* days before the Vellore mutiny, a green 

^ 1.' • . 

flag was .hoisted on the Mosque at Pallamcottab. 
Major Welsh was then absent; of course it was hoisted 
without Major Welsh's permission or knowledge; it 
was reported afterwards to the Corps, that a mutiny 
had happened at Vellore, on account of a new turban 
having been ordered to be worn. After the Jiews came 
to Pallamcottah, the green flag was hoisted a second 
time, and the Mussulmen called out Deen! Deen! 
Jaga ! Kauffre Bagga. It was reported that the mutiny 
had happened on account of the new turban, and that 
Sheik Adam had distinguished himself in killing the 
Europeans. Sheik Hyder then told the men of the 
Battalion, ''that the Battalion which had mutinied 
'' was a new Battalion, and had done its duty pro- 

• That IB, about ten days before they heard of it, which was the rery time 
it took place. 
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'^ perly ; and that their Battalion was an old one, and 
** if they wore the turban (should they be ordered to 
'' wear them), they wonld be unworthy of being Mns- 

w 

** sulmen ; and if the European Officers insisted on 
their wearing them, they were only ten or fifteen, 
and might be easily dispatched ; and they might nmr 
off to the Trarancore RajtUi; that the Vellore men 
had not pursued their victory as they ought to have 
** done, for bad they pulled up the draw-bridge, they 
might have ikept it for twelve years, with Tippoo's 
sons in it ; that they lost the Fort because Uiey were 
*' drunk/' I overheard Sheik Hyder make use Of 
these ^sLpressions. After the new turban arrived at 
PaUameottab, Major Welsh told the men that it watf 
a' good turban, and had been ordered to be worn in the 
Service. The men refused to wear it, and said that 
they should thereby become ** soldiers/' and lose their 
faith ; and that they would rather lose their lives— 
(byr soldiers, J they meant thut .they should beciom^ 
European soldiers).*^ Maijdr Welsh then siid,'t]fat he 
would communicate their refusal to Government*. 

* A Copy of my Official Report to the Adjutant-General on thja subject, 
IS suborned, to show how artfully Subadar Sheik Hyder conducted himself 
before me, when I supposed him the best Native Soldier I ever knew, and 
treated him as such. 

(COPY). 
To the Mjutant-General t^f the ^rmy, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

Having explained to this Corps the General Order ^(resdnding 
those in force) respecting the new turban, and left it to them to choose or 
r^ect the pattern proposed, they have come to a determination to avul 
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After haTing refused to wear the turban, tbe Sepoys 
assembled in large parties together, and came to a 
determination not to wear the turban. I afterwards 
went to Shevlapatoor as one of the guard, to take 
charge of some cloth. Before my departure, I went to 
make my salams to the Major Welsh, who asked me 
the news of the day : I told him to take care of himself, 
as the Battalion was in a state of mutiny: I said, 
^^ Were I not sent on command, I would stay and be 
^* cut to pieces, rather than aid in the mutiny .** 

Q.— Did any one else besides Sheik Hyder speak of 

a 

Sbeik Adam's conduct at Vellore ? 

^.—Nutter SoAtfr *, Subadar, and Sheik* MvLctooi^, 
Subadar^and Khoodby, Jemadar, said, that Sheik Adam 
had behaved properly at Vellore, and that if it had 
pot been for him, they would by this time have been 



Ihemselves of the present induIgeQce, and to keep their old turban. I find 

on inqiUry, that there are several objections to the new pattern, although 

not a man avowed his dislike before authorized by the present Order ; and I 

$hink it now my duty to mention tlie handsome manner in which the Senior 

Snbadar, Sheik Hyder, came forward, and put on one of the new-pattern 

turbans, requesting me to make him up the first, that he might set an 

eiample to the Corps. As I supposed the cockades had been made of 

leather through an oversight, I then proposed to make up those for the 

Corps of horn, or painted wood, to which all agreed Imme^tely. They 

have now requested me to procure them the same blue doth for which I 

formerly indented, to enable them to new cover their former turbans, and 

make them smart and umfprm. 

(Signed) J. WELSH, 

Pmiiamcottah, Oiptain Commanding lit 

J^ 26, 1806. ''•"^~ *• •'*«^»'- 

* Sheik tad Saliib are naed iiuU8criiniiuttel]r, 
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all kauffers (infidels). I beard Sheik Nutter and Sheik 
Hyder say, that had the men at Vellore given them at 
Pallamcottah timely* notice of what they meant to do, 
they might have been prepared to perform the same 
scenes at Pallamcottah ; that the Europeans were few. 
in every station ; that the Calistry Rajah was rery near 
Vellore, and that the men at Vellore had performed 
their parts well at first, but did not carry the business 
through as they ought to have dpne. After the gur- 
burryf, I was sent for by Major Welsh to give evidence 
of what I knew. 

Q. by the Court — Was it before the gurburry at 
Pallamcottah that Major Welsh proposed the new 
turbans to be worn ? 

A, — Before. 

Q. — ^Was it before the news from Vellore had arrived? 

A. — ^The news had arrived by means of Facqueers, 
that the mutiny at Vellore had taken place, and that 
Sheik Adam had distinguished himself. The times 
when the turban arrived, and the news from Vellore 
arrived, were nearly the same. 

Q. by the Court — When did you first mention to 
Major Welsh that you overheard Sheik Hyder say, 
that if the European Officers insisted on their wearing 
the turban, that they might easily be dispatched? 

^.— Not till I was sent for by Major Welsh ; it was 
after the disarming had taken place. It was more than 

• The Vellore massacre commenced several days sooner than was intended, 
t Disturbance, 
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a month after T overheard the converBatioii; tbAitI was 
sent for by Major Welsh. 

Q. by the Ca»rf-r Was the green flag y outspoke of. a& 
being hoisted at the Mosque, a strange or a common 
flag, and had yon ever seen it before? , . 

. A. — I cannot say whether it was a strange or aicomr: 
moB flag ; I never saw it before ; I never sieiwa flag, of 
the kind before; bnt I considered the flag as a.flag,oC 
defiance, on account of the cry of Deen ! Deen ! Jaga i 
Kaufire Bagga. 

Q. — How long had you been at Pallamcottah ? 

^.— Upon the whole, to the best of* my knowledge, 
twelve years. 

Q.— Was any other cause mentioned for the disturb- 
ance at Vellore, besides the new turban ? 

A.-^l heard another reason was, that a European 
soldier, who was on guard, after having eaten a piece 
of beef, threw the bone into the platter of a Sepoy; 
that the Sepoy complained to a Subadar, who re- 
ported it to the European Sbrjeant, who called out, 
'^ Damn y<m, we shall all eat out of the satne dish by 
'^ and byP ;*' that the Sepoy afterwatds complained to 
the Officer of the main guard, who gave hini the same 
reply as the Seijeant; tha^ afterwards he complained' 
to the Colonel of the Garrison^ who said the saia^ thing 

* This infamous story was current all over the country for some months. 
Can any man^ who knows any thing of the insurmountable prejucSoes of all=- 
castes and sects of the Natives of India (in regard to food especially), doubt 
the intention or the* eflM; it was likely to pjrodiice; oi»^he minds of -the 
Troops? 
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as ibe Seijf ant. This was told tbe men by the Fac- 
queera.who came from Vellore. Tbc Facqaeers also 
«aid5 tbaX thi& was the cause of the Colonel's being first 

. (Q^. bifthe Couri-^Whsii was the report at Pallam- 
co^tah amongst tbe Sepoysj of a prophecy relative to 
thia Muipsulmen and Europeans ? 

Jt. — What I understood about it was. that tbe Euro- 
peaus ;were to be destroyed by the hands of the Mus- 
sulmen^ who were to, be reinstated in the same power 
a^ ^ben Tippoo had possession of Mysore. 

Q. by tbe Caurt — In what language did Sheik Hy der 
addiess the Sepoys? 

^.T--Iu Moors* 

'The Witness informs tbe Court, tbaC since he has 
been at Madras, he was met by Abdul Nubby, Subadar, 
who advised him not to tell the whole of what happened 
at Pallamcottah, but to cover himself with forgetful- 
ness, and that the Europeans would soon be gone *. 

tYEN PERMAUL, is sworn. 

Q^by the Pmoner-'Relate what you informed me at 
Pallam/pottah^ about a mutiny in the Corps. 

ji.i^Oa the 14th of November Mrs. Welsh directed 
me .to give her the news respecting what was taking 
place at Pallamcottah^ .and what I heard that was said 

* The Court took this up, and confined Subadar Abdul Nobby, with 
other mutineers, in the Fort of Madras, where he still was a prisoner at my 
departure. 
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among the Moor people. On tbe 18th of the same 
month I took off my turban and jacket, and went to 
the Mosque, and sat down there, when I saw a Facqueer 
who had come from Vellore. I sat down out of sight 
of the Facqueer : Sheik Hyder came and sat down near 
the Facqueer, and said, *^ You have been here these 
two months, and I have raised the flag these two 
months, and it has been generally understood that 
the dominion now belongs to the Moors. I have 
^' received a Letter from the Northward, from the 
'^ French, the Dutch, and the Nabob: the contents of 
''the Letter, that the French will give double pay; 
'' therefore you may kill all the Gentlemen .'' Sheik 
Hyder then sent for two other Subadars, and told them 
what he had told the Facqueer. I do not know the 
names of the Subadars. The two Subadars con-^ 
sen ted to kill all the Gentlemen. At length the Ha- 
vildar Major* came to the Mosque, and then Sheik 
Hyder told the Havildar Major to collect together all 
the Moor people, for the Hindoos would never agree 
with them ; and said to the Havildar Major, '' In ten 
'' days we must kill all the Gentlemen." The Havildar 
Major said, ''You must wait; in ten days I will get 
" all the people to agree, and we will kill the Gentle- 
" men/' The Havildar then told Sheik Hyder to come 
to his (the Havildar's) house, where they would talk 
over the rest. This conversation took place from ten 

* Mahomed Eshaac^ Tide Colonel Trotter's lietter. Appendix. He is a 
religious bigot. 
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o*clock at night till two the next morning; ibey then 
went away. On the 15th November I had gone to 
ease myself near the Mosqae ; Sheik Hyder was there, 
talking to the same Facqueer about the Letter he had 
received Northward ; it was in consequence of what 
I heard on the 15th, that I went to the Mosque on the - 
18th«. On the 19th, in the morning, I reported what I 
had heard to Mrs. Welsh. Sheik Hyder also told the 
Facqueer on the 18th, that he had sent the three other 
Subadars, who were Malabars, on command, as he 
supposed that they would not join the Moors. 

Q. — Did you observe a strange flag flying at the 
Mosque ? 

A. — ^Two months before November, Sheik Hyder, 
Subadar, raised a green triangular flag, which was 
flying three or four days. In the conversation on the 
18th, Sheik Hyder told the Facqueer, that he had 
raised this flag in order to make all the Moor people 
consent to kill all the Gentlemen. On the 17th, when I 
was quarrelling with a Facqueer at the Mosque, Sheik 
Hyder, Subadar, happened to be there, and said to me, 
** Don't you be afraid because T hoisted the flag, to kill 
'' the Europeans: you are a black inan." 

This Witness informs the Court that Abdul Nubby, 
Subadar, came to him ten or twelve days ago at ilfr. 
Cochrane*s gardens*, walking. The Witness asked 
him why he came there^ he said he came to speak to a 
Moorman, who was Captain Bagshaw's servant. The 

* I was living with Captain Bagshaw, at Mr. Cochrane's gardens. 
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Witness said, '' There is no servant of Mr. Bagshaw*s, 
*' aMoofman^ bere-^wfay do you come ?" He said, ^* I 
*' ^was told there is.Qne, therefore I came. I wastold by 
a. servant of Captain Peppeur's, that yoarmastec has 
been perusing a Letter with great joy, andbas also got 
'* back hia sword/' The Witness said,/'! know nothing 
'' about all. this.? The Subadar Abdul .Nubby said^ 
'' Why do y^u stay here so many daya away from your 
" own country?" . The Witness, said, '*! will go when^ 
*^ my master goes.'' Then Abdul Nubby told him that 
Sheik Hyderwasabad man, and would sacrMce every 
thing to cariy bis . point ; on whidi the Witness said, 
" He is a very good man." The Witness gave him 
that answer, because he thought the Subadar came to 
get intelligence from him. Abdiil Nubby then went 
away. The Subadar was not dressed in the dress of 
an Officer, but, with .clothes unusually dirty and coarse, 
Iin4 sqch as a Native Officer would not wear out of 
regimentals. Two or three days after,. Abdul Nubby 
came ta tj^ Witness witl^ another Su1;^adar, and. told 
him, ^' that rice is. very scarce at 3ifadras ; : why should 
^' westayihero to no. purpose ? it's better to go away.^ 
The Witness asked Abdul Nubby/ and Ibe. other Sn- 
bikdar why they came; They said they came to speak 
to Major ,Welsh« They were undressed as before, and- 
in dirty clothes ; afterwards they , wMit away« 



The CoiHt adjourned till Ten o'Clock To-morrow 
morning! .Wednesday, March 4. 
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Wednesday, March 4, 1807. 

The Court assembled in pursaance of their Ad-^ 
jauTument. 

The Witness lyen Permaul, corrects his statement 
9f yesterday, relative to the persons who came to him 
at Mr. Cochrane's garden. Two Native Officers in 
Court, Nubby Cawn and Sheik Khoodhy^, are identified 
by him, as the persons who came to. him. The first 
time Nubby Cawn came to him alone ; the second time, 
he came accompanied by Sheik Khoodby. 

This Witness also corrects his Evidence of yester- 
dayf, by saying, that Sheik Hyder said in the Mosque, 
that he had received a Treaty signed by the French, 
the Dutch, and the Nabob (the Madras Nabob, as the 
Witness thinks), and the subject of the Treaty was, 
that the French would give double pay. 

lYEN PERMAUL w^ his former Oaih-^CnrnM-Eaeamined 

by rAe Judqb-Advogatk.' 

Q. — When you went into the Mosque j:, were you 
b^^ited as A>Ma8aq.lman ? 

A. — No, I was in common cloth. 
,. .Q.T-Tiieii you jenwined there in your ordinary dress, 
from ten till two o'clock in the morning ? 

A. — Tea, I was there from ten o'clock at night till 
two in the morning. 

* This man was afterwards d^nisqed at Chicacole, for ceverttng to his 
old practices, Noyember 1814. 

t The Interpreter was so bad, I was forced to ob|ect-4o him- fifty Umes. 
X He never was in the Mosque. 
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Q.— Yon say that Sheik Hyder, when talking to the 
Pacqneer, setit* for two other Subadars — whom did be 
send to call them ? 

^•— Their houses were close to the Mosque, and he 
called for them himself. 

Q.— In what language did Sheik Hydet converse 
with the Facqiieer ? 

A. — In the Malabar. 

Q. — Do people frequently ease themselves so near 
the Mosque ? 

A. — It is a common place. 

Q. — ^When you eased yourself, how far were you 
from Sheik Hyder ? ' 

A. — There was a wall betwixt us. 

Q. — Did Sheik Hyder converse in a loud tone ? 

A. — In his common voice. 

Q. — How high is the wall ? 

^.— It is a high wallf — the persons were not con-* 
versing in the Mosque, bat in a little tiled hut. 

Q. — Did you see Sheik Hyder ? 

A. — ^Yes. 

Q. — ^If there was a wall betwixt you, how could you 
see him ? 

A. — There was a door in the wall;]:, through which 
I saw him. 

Q. by the Fmoner-- Where was your house ? 

* This was an error of the Interpreter : I heard him plainly say calUd, 
but the Court would not allow me to interfere, 
t With a door in it, he sud (but not interpreted) . 
X Vide my Plan, in the Appendix. 
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A. — Near the Mosque. 

Q. — What was the language in which Native Officers 
usually conversed with Facqueers ? 

^. — I don't know, but at this time I speak of, they 
conversed in Malabars. 

JAMES UEFBVRV, Collector, Tinnevelly, i% next sworn. 

Q. by the Prisoner — Do you know any thing of any 
blood at the church of Pallamcottah on the 16th 
November last ? 

^. — I recollect, on Sunday morning, the I6th No- 
vember, my Assistant, Mr. Hanbury, and Mr. Douglas, 
the Deputy Commercial Resident, after breakfast at 
my house, went to church. I did not see any blood 
at the church — I did not go to the church. 

Q. — When Captain Pepper, yourself, and I, waited 
on Mr. Stratton, on the 18th of November, what con- 
versation took place between us ? 

J. — Major Welsh and Captain Pepper called on me 
on the morning of the 18th, and asked me whether I 
had heard of the blood at the church. I told them I 
had heard it from Mr. Hanbury and Mr. Douglas; b ' 
that it made no particular impression on me. Major 
Welsh then said he suspected there was some im- 
proper agency going on, to corrupt the minds of the 
Sepoys in the Fort; and he mentioned the circum- 
stance of a ghost having been seen to walk about the 
Fort, which had agitated the Sepoys considerably; and 
that although Europeans laughed at such things, yet 
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amongst Natives such things produced considerable 

eflfect« He said be al^o suspected tbere were some 

Facqueers about the Fort, and one Facqueer in par- 

ticulary wito had come from Vellore, whom he had seen 

loitering about the Fort for some time past. MajcHr 

Welsh said he did not think he had information enough 

to take any other steps, but those of being on his 

foard. Major Webh then a^ed me. If I had ^y 

l^ons in the country, who might be depended <m in 

the event of an actual disturbance. I sfaid I had only 

my own domestic servants, but that I would make 

every inqirhry, to ascertain whether such agency wad 

going on ih the Fort. Major Welsh and Captain 

Pepiper left me. I called some time afterwards on Mr. 

Stratton, when I found th^m talking with Mr. Stratton. 

When I came into the room, Mr. Stratton put into my 

bands a circular Letter from Government, in the Secret 

Department, to all Magistrates, which Mr. Stratton 

Baid he had received that indming flrom t^ovemment. 

llie purport of the Letter was, to the be^fft oJT my 

recollection, 'that in consequence of th^ tnvesrtigatioH 

in the Mysore, and at NundydrOog, Oovennnent hB4 

reason to suppose that tbete were persons triitelKng 

-about the country, in the habits of Facqueers, and 

other religious mendicants, for the puiiKySe Of cdr- 

-tiipting the minds of tbe Native Troops; that his 

Lordship in Council therefore directed, that he should 

keep stfict watch on all persons of that description, 

not inhabitants ^ the district ; and that ^ny pelrson 



W{|3 to b^ ^%Moine4 tu^ ujj^ni/ii^mkeA^ who could not 
^ye ^ goo4 aceoont of bimsel/; but tl^U it wm jwH 
ibis liordsbip's inteqitiops ]to iotor&i^ witjb the ire^igipfM 
•Pjiiiiipp^ of the epontry. M^jor Welsh |he;i repeatctd 
%o Mr. Sitrattoa the sob^t^uace <^ what be ;told me 
beferp^; and added, in •cpofii^iaaAiciB of iis^^fu^^i^Mp 
an extraoffd^mijr cgi^ech fuid wftmiqg thejjt ]b|Ad b9f»||i 
mede to .him hj ^ Sef^oy a few days bcifore : be d^- 
s^criib^d iHt.SefHqf js^ ft J$mg^% who ha^ lieea sqix^ 
time .in the pCDQ^fi^ ^d had been ordered o^ •dets^ph-* 
mien^t a,f^w d^s befpT.e to,Sh^«|gana<?pile ; tho^t hp can^ 
•to tbp ll^or'^ bott$(e.aft^ bfeakfasit one mon^^ and 
preaented .hiiaself ; that Major Welsh repiad^^d .sonpe* 
thing ^i^tr^rdinary ip his cp^ntenAiioe ; .t^f|t 1^^ told 
Me^or W^l«h ,tbftt>D4i«^ no itm^» o^r^fl^cyjis there, 
but that he was l^s f^t^r,; ^.ja^ded, in/ifli eleyatif^d 
tQn^,;th|it ^^e ,¥^ui no «nqh thing, as bpnor or bpfwstjr 
in a blfw^k iUian ; ''and if 4his Corps f;ould ^pifar forget 
'' thjomselyes, as to attempt any ^yiolence .tp you, pr 
its Officers, it would be my greatest pleaj^ure to die 
^t ypur J^i in ypprde^e^^/'^-^ben we ^^nveised 
further pa ,tbP subjec|» j^nd it w^ f^gfj^^ that .we 
«hofi)|d,Al] ^^e^Q^r j^qdftawuw to .dtefipyer.yrft^ 

thMlg ^f jtWs kw^ w»s goiffgw ; bftt »greed ip .^^f^eal 
pur «««»cwiis,»^.w»*tas ppsspWe frpm,^veryj)pdy, 
and rpPOfnpieidi^ Mm^ M.4i^ :fts ^gi^j^ j^o^^iblp, 
to.#HPI»fcwd^thPijte»t. ,T3^,ne;^ i|^Bii^,^J[j¥a^ 

"• Ailwaur Syng, 
K 2 
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riding with Mr, Hanbury and Mr. Douglas^ we met 
Major Welsh, Captain Pepper, and Mr. Ught. Major 
Welsh and myself talked over the subjects again. I 
told Major Welsh I had been considering what had 
passed yesterday, and thought it unlikely that a mu- 
tiny shonld break out in a place like Pallamcottah, 
where there were Europeans in the rear of it, to cut 
off its communication with other parts of the country; 
that therefore I hoped the alarm would prove ground- 
less. Major Welsh said he had the highest opinion oJT 
his Corps, and had often been on service with them ; 
and that he had received no further confirmation of 
bis suspicions. He said, however, at the same time> 
that he bad the day before received a Letter from the 
Adjutant-GeneraVs Office, which pointed out the rela- 
tions of several persons concerned in the affair at 
Vellore and Nundydroog, in Major Welsh's Battalion; 

Q.-^ After we had assembled at Mr. Douglas's house 
on the 19th November, what measures were proposed 
for the general safety ? 

il;-^When I left Major Welsh on the 19th, shortly 
after I returned home I received a Note from him, 
saying that he had just discovered a plot to murder us 
all, which was to take place in ten days (but if dis- 
covered, immediately), as he had reason to believe it 
)vas ; he therefore wished me to confer with Mr. Stratton, 
as something must be done immediately. This Note 
came as I was at breakfast ; when breakfast was over. 
Major Welsh called on me, and I asked him how he 
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had discovered the plot. He told me it had been diB* 
covered by his Butler, ^ho had been employed as one 
of his agents to watch ; that the Butler had overheard 
two = different conversations at the Mosque/ and that 
he (Major Welsh) had no doubt of the truth of his 
statement* Major Welsh then told me it was his 
intention to remain with his Corps, and let things take 
their course ; but that he wished much that the other 
Gentlemen should provide for their safety, by leaving 
the place. I advised him to consult Mr.' Stratton: 
We went to Mr. Stratton's, where Major Welsh left 
me. Mr. Stratton and I agreed, that it was' impossible 
we could leave our stations at a time like that. We 
considered Major Welshes information; that the plot 
was to break out in ten days ; and it occnned to us; 
that at least a great proportion of the Corps must be 
ignorant of it, for that one thousand men could not 
preserve such a secret fot such a length of time/ par-^ 
ticttlarly as we undenitood, that at Vellore, the greatei^ 
part of the Sepoys were ignorant of what was to take 
place till the moment it broke out ; that we knew 
how unwilling men were to rise against their 0£Bcers, 
under whom they had served ; that in a moment like 
this,' the energy of the European character was most 
conspicuous ; that there was no assistance within two 
hundred miles of us, and therefore (for these reasons) 
we concurred in opinion, that it would be better for 
Mr. Stratton to propose to Major Welsh, in the liame 
of us all, that we should make some effort to stop the 



ImAneim at ttie 9teg^ whe^e it Uien \tas; awl tlui* 
therefose we slKMild a^ocHilpaiiy him %6. the Fort, wheM 
we #oflld prepoM to Major Wetis^*, ihM h0 ^AouM 
dMH; •«* At9 C'efpi, mU mil tiUm^ (the Sepoy»)> that M 
hai feceired fti/bnmMM Ihafe tiiere w^re iMi/ofv 
aUoBgat Iftem^ aa.4 to poiiU oot ttie men bo nid^ 
Mipisceei^ and to c«(( o» <Jl# 8kyoyv Id ifellh;ef IlkvMi^/ 
ant if tile lehsl reoiBiaHee waii rimvm to it, tiiat Ae 
firat peraoii whd offered it, should be itasiediatel]^ put 
to death; aad to briag Ah matter at efice to aa i»s9e, 
eithetf to k>se ote Mres^ or to bring Ae Stepoyo to a 
state of siibordiliatioH. Aocordiagiy Mt. Stfattoo, Dr* 
M*Cabe> hfeid taiyeeC^ proceeded to Mk4 Doagla^%, where 
mi fortidChptam F^per aad Majoe^fPelsAi. *fbefo 
we nade the aboTOHDaBeptlpBed: proposal^ iogeAef wMi 
Ite leaeottf i havie before mentioned;, 1|o Ml^iw W^Mv 
After some, eonsideratiion, Majot Welsh agfieed ia 
oni opwien^ ahd thea Mr S*ia«toa toid Mm that h« 
(Mi^iS^rattoB^ririidd'sltood foidsplike A^ 
pdMbedy well, ted if he (Afoyw Webh)<900ldfliot spMdl 
iM Mewtty, hb (Mn SMtttdn) wweid iqpeak Ibf M)^ 
Welsh hi fMatef^themen. Major Welsh slated^ there 
weife %i«a'flm^ia: pastibidaf atHio head of the haslMse, 
imi iie waa'of oyimioB, ilMilS thbse perseift eoaldhe 
divided fipoa ^tte €orp8, tfie ^aeeem^shiaeitl; of Ae 

* This romantic ^lan was exactly what I l^ad det^nl)^led apon, should 
{he oth^ ^ntfcfmen aj^^'to witfhdraw M the f6siilt should have proved 
H». ^fi^^- V mcftoi:*(^ ^; to ffi ^oi| ^jlHlfitifg pvfV' WiiaqmittI 
events rendered it a|ix>rtivey as the men were runnin(|^ tp thpir ifms. wheii 
we went to the Barracks, an^ the ringleaders had not gone outside. 
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plan would be easier. A few days befbre that^ a Sepoy 
nad been poisoned in the Barracks by his wife^ and 
Major Welsh thought it would be a good opportunity 
to send those persons out of the Fort^ to order them to 
Mr. Stratton^ the Magistrate^ to give their depositions 
on that murder, and stated, that be thought we could 
giTe more eflfectual asiustance by remaining at the 
gardens to secure those men, than by accompanying 
him to the Fort. We acceded to this, and Major 
Welah then proceeded to the Foct with that intention. 
About three hours afterwards we received intimation 
from the Fort, that Major Welsh had succeeded in 
securing the Native Officers, and disarming the Corps, 
amongst which were the two men who were to have 
been sent to us, but who had not obeyed the order. 
We then mounted our horses and rode to the Fort, 
where we found the Corps had been disarmed by Major 
Welsh. 

Q. — On the same evening, what was it that I said to 
you, when desired to put the prisoners in irons ? 

A. — It was suggested at Major Welsh's door, where 
we were all standing, that it might be found expedient 
for the general safety to put the Native Officers in 
irons. Major Welsh refosed so to do; and I remember 
that he turned round to me, and said that if it should 
be found necessaiy, he would not mind blowing one or 
two of them away at the muzcle of a gun; but that he 
never could consent to disgrace brave men like those, 
whom he had so often led into action, where they had 
behaved like gallant soldiers, by putting irons on them. 
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Q. — Do you recollect any confession made by one of 
the Subadars in confinement ? 

A. — I did not bear it, bnt Major Welsh told me at the 
very moment after it had been said to him, that while 
he was putting the old Subadar Secunder Cawn into 
confinement, he said, '' What do I know of this ? I 
** heard Sheik Hyder say the other day at the Mosque^ 
" you were all to be murdered." 

Q. — Do you remember examining any pouches we 
brought from the Barracks to the house on the evening 
of the 19th of November ? 

A. — ^Yes, I recollect Major Welsh sent to the Barracks 
for some pouches, and two barrels of ball ammunition 
from the stores : on examining the cartridge boxes, 
Mugor Wekh and I found two of them, I am certain of 
(and I rather think there were more), completely filled 
with ball cartridges. Major Welsh told me at the same 
time, that ball ammunition had been taken the night 
before from the regimental stores without his orders. 

Q. — Was there a Malabar Letter read to us, from 
Quilon, on the morning of the 20th ? 

A. — There was. There were some curious and ob- 
scure expressions in it, hinting as if something of con- 
sequence was likely to take place.-— It was addressed 
by the writer to his sister at Madura, intimating that 
he would get two months' leave of absence after 
January, to come and see her, and that after that 
period he should not belong to the Service : it struck me 
to be an obscure Letter. 

Q.-*Did not you and Mr. Stratton peruse my Let- 
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ters to Tricbinopoly^ Travancore, and Ceylon, on the 
evenings of the 19th and 20th November? 

A, — I recollect the Letter to Travancore, early on 
the morning of the 20th— that Mr. Stratton put Major 
Welsh's Letter to the Officer commanding Travancore 
into my hands. 

Q. — Did it strike you as a proper Letter ? 

A. — I had no grounds of judgment but from the 
information of Major Welsh. 

Q. — Were you and Mr. Stratton present when I 
wrote to Ceylon? 

A, — ^We were present the whole morning when Major 
Welsh was w^riting, but whether to Ceylon or not, I 
cannot say. 

Q. — Did I not propose to Mr. Stratton, to sign the 
Letter to Ceylon ? 

A. — Yes; I recollect some conversation on that 
point, between Major Welsh and Mr. Stratton. Mr, 
Stratton's objections to signing it were, that it involved 
a point of a military nature, of which he did not con- 
sider himself a competent judge. 

Q. — What did Aga Nuzzer Ally and Mr. Fisher say 
respecting the man called the Vellore Facqueer ? 

A. — Mr. Fisher said that he had met that man near 
the Travancore gate, within the bounds of the Tra- 
vancore ' country, and that he bad abused all the 
Europeans in the grossest manner, and also Nuzzer 
Ally, for being in company with an European ; '' that 
'' the time for the Europeans was nearly come, and 
'' that he was the man chosen to cut off 10,000 heads.'' 
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Q.—DlUL not Colonel Dyce approve my conduct on 
the 10th and 20th Nove|n)>iBr ? 

^.— jy^tonant-Colonel Dyce speared completely 
to approve all that Major Welsh had done, and went 
a degree farther than Major Welsh. 

Q. — What appears to you to be the sentiment con- 
cerning my conduct and measures ? 

^.— That Major Welsh acted with the best inten- 
tions, and to the best of his conscience and ability, to 
fulfil his duty towards the Government. 

Here the Prisoner closes his Evidence, and makes 
the following written Address to the Court*. 

CONCLUDING DEFENCE. 

Mr. President and Gentlemen, 

I HAVE now no further Evidence to 
call ; but as mine has not been a common case, I trust 
I shall be allowed to say a few words in conclusion. 

When I left Pallamcottah, in Command of the 1st 
Battalion 3rd Regiment, I little thought I should ever 
have to appear as a culprit, before a General Court 
Martial. 

My Command was taken from me, in the first in- 
stance, on the road; and I was directed to proceed 
alone to Trichinopoly. It was not till after my arrival 
there that I was put in arrest, and made acquainted 
with the Charges given in against me ; I was therefore 
not at all prepared for the event, and consequently 

* Al^r retiring for Mtim hour. 
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omitted to call on several Evidences who (it now 
appears) woulct hay<» b«0a esaaatial ; wd it is known 
to this Court, that Mr. Stratton, the Judge of the ZiLlah 
(who was one of my. most material Evidences) has beep 
prevented by an accident from attending. 

The Court has be^n so very kind as to offer to 
^dj[oaai. till Qther Evidences should be summoned ; 
but I ^vfi anions to. avoid further d.elay^ and have 
therefore declined, it. 

I txu^ the Evidences I have produced^ have suffi- 
ciently es^tablished every point asserted in. my Defence; 
I shall therefore only take the liberty to point out to 
the Comt, a^ 4tfe Artjck^ of the 2nd Section of the 
Articles of War, which appears particularly applicable 
to my case. 

And here I take my- leave,, ifipressed with the most 
lively sentiments of gratitude to litt» Honorable Tri- 
bunal, for the great ipdii^ence I hav^ es^^ienoed, 
during a long and tedious Examination, and most 
cheerfully resign the exculj^atiaa of my cbMactec into 

its hands. 

(Signed) J. Wblsh, 

Hfbffrot, Mtirch 4, 1807; 



The Court adjourned till Thursday, the 6th day of 
March. 
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Thursday, 5th March, 1807; 

The Court assembled this day, pursuant to their 
Adjournment, and proceed to deliberate concerning 
their Sentence. . 

Whereupon the Court, after the most serious deli- 
beration on the several Charges, the Evidence adduced 
in support of them, and the Evidence brought by the 
Prisoner, Major James Welsh, in his Defence — say, 
that he is Not Guilty of the First, Second, and Third 
Charges, and do most honorably acquit him of the 

same. 

(Signed) D. Campbell, 

Mftj.-tien* and^IVesident. 

Approved and Confirmed, 
(Signed) J. F. Cradock, 

LieuL-Gen. Commander-in-Chief. 
Fart St. George, March 7, 180?. 

(Signed) C. Marsh, 

Judge-Adyocate General. 

Note.~r-Tht same. Court recommended Aitwar Syng, the Bengal Sepoy, 
to the particular fayoi<of the Commander-in-Chief, who took no notice of 
the recommendation. This was mentioned to me by the Prerident. 

J. Welsh. 
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The Notes were in the Copy delivered to the Court in my Defence, but 
which do not appear on the face of the Offieial Proceedings^ from the Judge- 
AdTOcate having substituted the Original Letter, which he had obtained 
finom Goremment, and of course all my Notes were thrown out, though 
actually forming a part of my Defence. 
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Letter A. 

To Lieiitenant'CoUmel Dyce, Commanding the Tinnemlly 

District, PuUamcottah* 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to lay before you, a 

statement of the measti):es aSopted here for the secu- 
rity of our lives previous to your arrival, together 
with the circumstoiBices which 4ed to thein. 

Para. 1. — On Sunday the 16th instant, in the 
morning, the Rev. Mr. Ringletaube was called to 
observe some blood sprinkled at the church-door: on 
examination, he found two large stains on each side 
of the threshold, and then drops of blood, leading 
item IhMi, thuM^ the •itttlingist df OOfe gtave, iafid 
completely round anothei^ where ao fpcJtW teMAS 
oiQMdd be-fomd. 

This occurrence (although rematkable), tinder other 
circumstances, would have passed without observa- 
tion, had I not learnt n^xt morning, that the minds of 
the Sepoys had for some nights before been consi- 
derably agitated by a ghost, which demanded bread 
and water; sometimes informing those it met, that it 
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was the spirit of a Moor ComiDattdalit> who had been 
blown away from a gun by the English. 



.. 2.— 'After breakfast, a Sepoy of the naise of 
Eitwanr Syng, a Bengallie of the most upright and 
honorable character^ whom f have had the good for- 
tune to attach to me, by maintaining him many montiis, 
until a vacancy happened for him in tiie Getrps (be 
haying <been several years in it formerly, and turned 
out) when the strength was reduced, five years ago. 

Vara, 1. — ^A Portuguese Fadry used to come now and then to l^allam- 
cottiili, to vidt a Roman Cathofic diiirch» ittid inVaHably, oh former oeea- 
sions^ used to visit Mr. Ringletaube, and Mr. Sawyer prior to his return to> 
Manapar (his residence) : it had been remarked during his last visit, that 
he was much occupied, and teany <^dfessions and penances ¥efe performed 
at his church. On the evening of the 15th November, he aini a servant to 
Mr. Ringletaube, advising him to go into the country. On that night he 
went off, without saying a word to any body, and the blodd appealed at the 
English church next morning. On the 22nd, an anonymooa Letter 'IMi 
found (HI the parade, directed to be opened by the Rev Mr. Ringletaube, and 
read on oath to Colonel Dyce, Mr. Stratton, Mr. Hepburn, and myself : it 
itatcd, that Us the Writer was going by the 'Nabob's oiioultry (which ft on 
the road to the iea-coast), he overheard three -Fao^u^rs and -a Cbettk 
conversing together; they said, ** that after the Europeans were murdered, 
'< ihibf Wftre to form a damp, &c. ; that Fhaifl Ra6tt (a retailer of grain) 
** was to wipply them wil^ i^rovisionft, wid nalnaUigam .(Ooionel Mwmlajr^ 
** dubash) was to send pepper, &c. from Travancore ;" it was signed ^th 
a cross, and is still in my possession, ^very endeavour oi mine to trace 
the author (by similarity of writing, &c.) Was wIftiOut MCteto; btit the 
sameday a small white flag was dkqilayed at the Portuguese oburch, with a 
black cross in the centre. I am firmly of opinion, that the priest was the 
author of it afidthe bloofy'Wartfhig, though bf tohirse he *daered not fcdm'e 
forward; but what led me to attend to it at kU, -was a^inddenee fci ita 
inverted Letter, intercepted in the Tappall from Travancore, and addressed 
to 'Ramalingam's brother-in-law, the only Intelligible part of which,' men- 
tlMiedsn ifflNriuion df se^ang |k}wder imd^dU toTduiuiAJdtliih. 
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without any provision, in a foreign country), ^^^ ^^^ 
was in the habits of visiting me every day, for a mo- 
ment, to inquire after my health, had such a look of 
sorrow and dejection on his countenance, that I was 
astonished^ and asked him what was the matter : he 
told me that Bheik Hyder had }ust ordered him on 
command to Sbanganacoile ; that his family were 
there ; but still he wished to remain and watch over 
my safety ; adding, in an elevated voice, " I have no 
friends, no relation here but you ; there is not such 
a thing as faith or honor in a black man; if it 
were possible that the men of this Corps could so far 
forget themselves, as to attempt your life, my only 
*' wish is to defend it, and die at your feet/' There 
were people in the verandah, and a sentry walking in 
front, in our hearing. I asked him if he had heard any 
news; he replied, " No, Sir, who will tell me any?"— 
I made some inquiries about the blood and the ghost; 
he knew nothing of the former, but had heard of the 
latter ; he said, he was not afraid of such things ; ** that 
** it was said to be a villain of a Subadar, who was 
** blown from a gun for mutiny many years ago ; that 
** if he did walk at night, it was like a thief in the dark, 
*' and for no good purpose." 

Para. 3.— -The Detachment for Sbanganacoile had 
been positively ordered by Lieutenant and Adjutant 
Wilson, to be furnished from the Third Company alone, 
and Eitwaur Syng belongs to the first. This, with the 
circumstances already related, made some impression 
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on my mind^ especially as I bad received intelHgeace 
from you, that there were incendiaries distributed all 
over the Camatic to poison the minds of the Native 
Soldiers, and stir them up to revolt. 

I immediately waited upon Mr. Hepburn, and men- 
tioned my suspicions, that the ghosi was irritating the 
Native Troops against the English. We proceeded to 
Mr. Stratton's, where (in strict confidence) he put 
into my hand a circular Letter from Government, 
informing him, that, from Evidences examined at Nun- 
dydroog and Bangalore, it h&d been ascertained that 
agents were suspected to be at work in different parts, 
under the habit of mendicant Facqueers, tampering 
with the Native Troops. 

It was determined to take no notice of the blood, 
which we considered as a friendly warning of danger, 
but to devise means to secure the incendiary who had 
assumed the fictitious character of a ghost. 

Para. 4. — I returned home, and wrote you au 
account of these circumstances, and shortly after re- 
ceived your Letter from Courtallum, giving cover to 
Colonel Agnew's Letter of the 10th instant, directing 
your endeavouring to carry Meeroo Naigue, the brother 
of Subadar Sheik Adorn (the ringleader at Vellore),. 
along with you : this, with other information it con- 
tained, added to my uneasiness. 

Para. 3.— Vide Colonel Dyce's Letters, Appendix Nos. IX. and XI. detail- 
ing all the late transactions in fall, he having seen the Pnhlic Reports, &c. y 
General M'Dowal's Letters on the suhject of Nnndydroog and Bangalore. 

Para. 4.— VMc Colonel Dyce's Letter, Appendix No. XII. 

There were in the Corps two brothers of the ringleader. Sheik Adom, 

L 



€€ 
ft 



144 

Para. A.— -The next morning Captain Peppor> nay 
brother-in-law, and self, rode out very early, con- 
versing on the best method of ascertaining the state of 
affairs, without divulging our own uneasiness. On my 
return home, I was informed, through the Butler, ^' that 
a plot to murder us all in ten days had been disco- 
vered by him ; that the Moors appeared alone con- 
" cemed, and that if they suspected any disclosure, 
they would perpetrate it immediately: the Tindal 
and my boy Ramasawmy in the plot." Such of the 
Officers as came to breakfast with me, were made ac- 
quainted vnth the discovery, and we observed that 
we were narrowly watched by servants. Sepoys, &c., 
and my boy Ramasawmy disappeared for some time, 
returning while we were still at breakfast. 



«t 



and two brothers of Jemadar Noor Mahomed. This man, Meeroo, was on 
leave to Vellore at the time that tragedy was rehearsing, and left it to return 
to the Corps only a few days before it was performed. 

Para. 5. — ^Tlus was done in writing, with injunctions of silence and 
secrecy ; and had we assembled together in private at this time in the Fort, 
it would have betrayed our knowledge of the plot, without tending to any 
real good. I only assured them all, that I would immediately take steps for 
the general safety. 

Another remarkable circumstance had happened the evening before. It 
had been my custom at evening parades, to put the Corps through a few 
manoeuvres in quick tiine, and fire immediately from the point of formation, 
as I would do in front of an enemy. On the evening of the 18th^ present, 
Captun Pepper, Lieutenants Perkins, Gore, and Dumas (Lieutenant Wilson 
htl^g unwell) , a Collector's Peon brought a large packet (intended for 
CoWnel Dyce at Courtallum) ; a Sepoy, or Non-Commissioned, of Lieutenant 
Gore's Company, turned pale, and touched another. I gave the packet to 
my Orderly, and began a manoeuvre. The men marched in disorder, 
formed ill, and, in short, did every thing in the most careless and slovenly 
manner^ I adosonished them to little purpose ; and when the Officers fell 
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Para. 6.— After breakfast Captain Peppef and I 
drove out to Mr. Hepbarn's, where we found Messrs. 
Hanbury, Douglas^ and M'Cabe ; after speaking a few 
words, we proceeded to Mr. Stratton's, to mention the 
discovery I had made, and to avail myself of his 
advice. Apprehending that we might there be over* 
heard, we proceeded to Mr. Douglas's house, as a 
more private place, and there also we observed the 
eyes of all upon us, and some Sepoys, dressed and 
undressed, the latter Of whom moved off hastily. This 
combination of circumstances, left not a doubt in my 
mind as to the immediate danger. 

Para. 7.-^On a general consultation, it was sug^ 
gested and determined, in consideration of the ap« 



out in front, Lieutenant Perkins observed, that the whole Corps were either 
drunk or stupid. I was pondering on the cause myself, and desired him not 
to speak so loud, as his remark was overheard, and could do no good. 
On every other occasion, I had remarked with much pleasure, that since the 
Vellore business, the Corps in a body were alert, and amdotls to do well, 
and that, individually, they were more respectful and circumspect than ever. 
Late that night, I was informed that a quantity of ball cartridges* had 
been taken out of the stores, (I supposed ostensibly for the drill). On ex- 
amining the pouches next day, in search of ammunition, we found many 
with several, and one full of haU cartridges^ the rest having the usual number 
(6) only. 

* Mr. Hepbom has fully confirmed my assertion about the ball cartridges^ 
which Lieutenant Gore could also have done, had I recollected the cir* 
cumstance in time to call upon him ; but this being only one out of fifty 
instances of treason at the time, it had escaped my memory. Worn down 
as I was by sickness at the time of my Trial, I could hardly recollect what 
particular people were present on different occasions. 

l3 
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parent urgency of the case, and the great danger^hich 
must accrue from delay in such circumstances (when 
it was evideqt that our knowledge of thd plot bad 
transpired)^ that we should immediately proceed in a 
body to the Fort, and seize the ringleaders ; but on 
my representation of the necessity of securing the two 
principal ones outside, it was agreed that Captain 
Pepper and I should alone return to the Fort, and send 
them out under some pretence to the Magistrate, in 
order that tbey might be seized and secured ; which 

t^e Gentlemen present agreed to effect. 

« 

Para. 8. — Finding on my arrival, that the rest of 
the Officers bad, in my absence, adopted a similar 
opinion, as to the propriety of seizing the ringleaders 
(which had now become the general sentiment), I^in. 
consequence determined to adopt that measure imnpie- , 
diately, and sent for Subc^ar Sheik Hyder and the * 
Havildar Major, and having given them a Letter, 
ordered them to take it themselves to the Magistrate ; 
the former (in particular) seemed much flurried, but 
assented. I had people watching to give notice of. 
their departure, which did not take place till two 
hours after, and learning at the same time, that there 
was a great stir among the Sepoys in the Fort, we im- 
mediately proceeded to the Barracks, ordering the 
Barrack-guard to fall in; we put ourselves at the 
head of it, priming and loading with ball cartridges, 
and each seizing a musket, made the Drummer beat 
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the long roll/ while we marched into the Barracks and 
secured the arms, directing the men, as they arrived/ 
to, parade outside without arms, and the Native Offi- 
cers who appeared, to join us— a scene of much con^ 
fusion took place, but no tumult. 

Para. 9. — I told the men 1 knew that there was' 
treason going on in the Corps ; that I was come down 
to put it to the test; but that I and my Officers were 
resolved to' sell our lives dearly. If necessary. At this 
time I observed Subadar Sheik Nutter very busy load- 
ing a musket, and I immediately loaded another; 
when he went up to Lieutenant Gore, and begged him 
tp prevent my shooting him. I ordered him to lay down 
his musket among the rest, as I did not want the 
Battalion to fall in under arms. 

Para. 8. — ^The Subadar came first, and on receiving my Note went away, 
and shortly after the Havildar Major came, attended by two Sepoys completely 
armed (who stopped in my verandah) ; he told me Sheik Hyder wished to 
send somebody else, but on my repeating my orders to him, he went awuy 
again. 

Havildar Abdul Alum (Brother to Subadar Abdul Nubby) had been, con- 
trary to custom, my Orderly every other day since the 12th ; he was so on 
the 18th, and next day came at noon with Letters from Colonel Dyce's 
gardens, as Havildar of the Guard, or Colonel's Orderly. He appeared very 
inquisitive. I was then writing, and ordered him back, with Letters to be 
sent by the Colonel's Tappall, in one of which I slipped a Note, as follows : 
** My dear Sir, I have discovered a plot to murder us all, anid am going to 
'' take immediate measures. If I live till to-morrow all will be well ; if, 
*' not, I die in the execution of my duty." And this very man appeared 
afterwards at the Barracks at two, when I assembled the Corps, and was (with 
his brother, who had lately been reduced for insolence to Jemadar (now 
Subadar) Chenawash, then on Detachment) extremely officious, till or- 
dered by me to fall in. 



148 

A Sepoy was at the same time observed to snap a 
piece (behind where I was standing), and was in- 
stantly knocked down by a Havildar : on examining 
the piec9, it proved to be loaded. As soon as I had 
collected all the arms in a comer, I singled out 
Rnngiaha Gen too, Havildar, and six men of like caste, 
for a guard, and put it under the orders of Lieutenant 
Wilson, with directions, on no account whatever to 
suffer a man to approach the spot. 

I marched the party to the general parade, keeping 
all the Native Officers (who had assembled one after 
another) in front, beating the long roll all the way. 
To our astonishment, Subadar Sheik Hyder and the 
Havildar Major (who it seems had disobeyed my 
order, ia not going to the Magistrate) now appeared. 

Para. 9,— When authentic intelligence had been received of the tragical 
transactions atVellore| I assembled the Native Officers, and told them the 
whole story. As spon as I had mentioned the number of Officers andEnropeans 
butchered in cold blood, Subadar Sheik Nutter grinned in the most horrid 
manner ; it was a grin of delight, of the most diabolical appearance, and 
made so much impression on my mind, that I mentioned it at the same time 
to several gentlemen. On the 15th instant, a Sepoy of the light Company 
having come to me in an improper manner, and insisted on pay giving him 
leave, I spoke to the C6te Havildar about the impropriety of allowing a man 
to come in that manner. Next mprning -I was too ill to attend parade. 
Captain Pepper commanded; and when he had dispiiss^ th^ parade, 
Subadar Sheik Nutter and some others came forward, and said they had a 
complaint to make to me, and must see me ; in particular. Sheik Nutter 
was presumptory, and said I had abused him, in consequence of the Sepoy's 
misconduct. Captain Pepper told them, this was not a proper method ; that 
I was unwell, but that he would mention it to me. I sent for Sheik Nutter 
in the presence of Sheik Hyder, and asked him what cause of complaint I 
had given him. He put his hands in a supplicating posture, and assured me 
he had none ; talking in much too humble a style for a soldier. I supposed 
him a little in liquor, and sent him away satisfied. 
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Para. 10. — I made the whole fall in on the parade in 
line, and then ordered the Gentoos, Malabars, Rajah- 
poots, and Christians, to fall out, and form in front ; 
when I gave them the loaded arms, telling the Moor- 
men, '* that by the blessing of God, I hoped I had 
** defeated a plot to murder me and their European 
'' Officers, which I know several Moormen were 
'' engaged in, from having been misled by the malicious 
" falsehoods and influence of enemies and incen- 
'^ diaries ; that I found it absolutely necessary, for my 
'' own safety, to disarm them all, until the business 
*' should have been investigated.'' 

Para. 11. — I requested the Native Officers to ac- 
company us to my quarter, the Hindoo guard follow- 
ing : there I told them that I was obliged to request 
them to stay in a room, putting sentries over the door. 
We then returned to the Barracks, armed some more 
of the Hindoo Sepoys and the Drummers, and took 
possession of the gates successively ; locked two gates, 
and brought away all the arms to the General Stores, 
and then formed two parties of equal strength, one 
there, and the other at my quarters opposite to it ; after 
which we called all the Moormen, and told them, '' that, 
*' under the present circumstances, it would be neces- 

Para. 10. — At this time Mr. Sawyer, Paymaster's Head Writer, observed 
my Orderly hissing at me behind my back, and heard him say in Malabar 
(when I called out, " Fall in") ** Yes, yes, ^u may caU, but we will see 
** who will come now." On being informed of this 1 put him in irons, but 
released him two days after, with some wholesome admonition. 
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'* sary to march them out of the Fort, where they must 
'' remain until aa investigation had been made, as to 
'* the innocence or ^uilt of their Native 0$cers." 

At sun-set I wrote an Express to Colonel Campbell^ 
stating matters as they then appeared, and soliciting 
immediate succours. 

Para. 12. — We separated the Native Officers into 
two parties, confining one half at the General Stores. 
One old Subadar, Secnnder Cawn, however, was put 
into a godown contiguous to my house (being told be 
was a particular ringleader), and when I was shutting 
the door, and advised him to confess the truth, be 
said, " he know nothing further than that Sheik Hyder 
had once said at the Mosque, that we were all to be 
murdered** This, when questioned ne^it day, he posi- 
tively denied, and pleaded entire ignorance, which we 
can only account for, from the Tindal (an accomplice) 
being confined in the same place at night, for want of 
s^nother secure place. 

Para. 11.-— Here it may be necessary to affirm, that although I found it 
expedient to confine the Native Officers, I never forgot that they were 
Commissioned Officers, or treated them with the slightest indignity. They 
had chairs to sit on, and retained their swords till night. I put no further 
restrunt on them than was consistent with our own safety, and allowed 
their own servants and families to attend them with their victuals, &c., only 
informing them, that I should not hesitate, in my situation, to put any man 
to death on the spot, who should attempt to force his way. 

Para. 12. — I have since learnt, that Lieutenant Gore was present with 
me when this man confessed the plot; this was sworn to by the Butier ; and 
what makes it more probable is, that Secunder Cawn only returned from 
two months' leave to Madura on the 15th ; so that it was natural, that on the 
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Para. tS.-^Next morning, still impressed with the 
same idea of oar situation, I wrote (with the general 
concurrence) a Letter to the Honorable Major-General 
Maitland^ requesting immediate assistance; stating 
for a reason, the supposed spreading mutinous prin- 
ciples all over the coast, and there being no Europeans 
nearer than Tricbinopoly, and four Native Corps to 
the southward of it. This Letter I enclosed to Mr. 
Baggott at Tutucoryn, desiring him to forward it im- 
mediately by sea, offering a reward for speedy delivery, 
which he did immediately, at the expcnce of 300 
pagodas. 

Para. 14. — 1 beg leave to observe, that I submitted 
every Letter to Messrs. Stratton and Hepburn, pre- 
vious to my dispatching them; they having insisted on 
my assuming the entire command of them, and all, in 
every thing regarding military measures, for the general 
good. 

Para. 15. — I also wrote a hasty Letter to the Officer 
commanding in Travancore, warning him of the appa- 
rent danger, as I understood the Vellore and northern 
mendicants had proceeded there some time before. 



first meeting, he should be made acquainted with the nature of a plot in 
which he was called upon to become an actot. A quarrel with a Facqueer pre* 
vented their meeting on the 16th and 17th, both nights of which the Butler 
watch^,T haying overheard Sheik Hyder say on the 15th, ** the former 
" business has failed ; let us meet again to-morrow night." 
Para, 15.— A Letter which the Tappall man brought early this morning, 
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Para. 16.— After breakfast on the 20th^ a Com- 
mittee was formed, of Messrs. Stratton, Hepbum, and 



was opened (in consequence of the message he had received from the pri- 
^K>ner Madur Saib), and read to us by the Vakeel and Writer Major. It 
was from a Sepoy, or Non-Commissioned, of the Trarancore Subsidiary 
Force, to a relation at Madura, and hinted that he would have no further 
service in a month or two ; but desired the receiver to be quiet, and appear 
to have received only Ba^ar news, mentioning a person having brought a 
verbal message safe. A Havildar of my own Corps had turned a Facqueer, 
Under circumstances reported to the Commander-in-Chief, and had pro- 
ceeded to Travancore with others, at least two months before. Besides, the 
suspicious Facqueer, known to have come from Vellore in July (and with 
whom my Native OfiQcers were consulting on the 15th and 18th November}, 
had absconded on the morning of the 19th, and proceeded to Travancore. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

Copy of my Letter on the sulject of the Havildar. 

7b the Adjutant* General of the Army, Fort St^ George, 
Sir, 

I TAKE the liberty to solicit the Commander-in-Chief's permis- 
sion to discharge a Sepoy of the Corps, under particular circumstances which 
require explanation, and am obliged to trespass on His Excellency's time, 
in order to justify my apparent severity to an old man and an old soldier. 
On the 2nd of July I obtained Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce's permission to be 
absent from my station for the benefit of my health and that of my fiimily ; but 
a few days after, receiving the accompanying Proceedings of a Battalion Court- 
Martial (assembled by my authority), I determined immediately to return to 
my station, and be present myself at the publication of the Sentence : the 
crime of which the prisoner had been conricted, being of so extraordinary 
a nature, that it appeared to require immediate and exemplary punishment, 
and, at the same time, I thought it my duty to explain to the Corps, in the 
fullest manner, my sentiments on such a flagrant breach of discipline. I 
assembled the Corps, and the sentence was carried into execution on the 
11th July, since which time (until within these few days) the delinquent 
remained in hospital ; but after being discharged, he positively refused to 
dress, or do any duty, and insists on tummg a Facqueer. Consideration for 
his age and former servicesi makes me averse to punish him further ; and 



myself^ my Officers (six in number), and the other 
Gentlemen being employed in military duty: we 
immediately proceeded to examine Evidences; and 
my Butler (who had been employed as one of my 
agents for the discovery of any treasonable pro- 



as all entreaties are in vain, lam compelled to exert my anthority, and turn 
him, not only out of the Corps, bat out of the Garrison, mitil such time as I 
shall receive his discharge ; he being considered as an obstinate and violent 
man by all the Native Officers (to whom he has frequently shewn his turbu- 
lent disposition). It may be necessary to say, I have Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dyce's express permission to turn all such men as are discharged, out of the 
Fort. As I did not find the same objection against an exercise of clemency 
towards the rest of the prisoners then tried, I was happy to meet the wishes 
of the Court, and forgave them. 

1 hope His Excellency will not infer (from this circumstance} a state of 
insubordination in this Corps — few are the punishments inflicted in it, indeed 
seldom any (but for desertion among the late drafts) ; and I am too well 
aware of the sacred trust reposed in me, to overlook misconduct in any man. 

Dated (Signed) J. Welsh, 

Pallamcottah, Capt. Commanding 

c 4 J. 1 * 1QAC ist Bat. 3rd Reg. N.I. 

September Ist, 1806. 

iVb/e.— The Proceedings alluded to are with the Corps, being among the 

Official Vouchers of the Battalion. The men tried were Emaum ^Uy, 

Havildar, a Naigue, and three or four Sepoys, for gross neglect of duty, and 

pointed disobedience of orders given by Captain Pepper (who commanded in 

my absence) ; and to this the Havildar added insolence, which amounted to 

mutiny, and was nearly being cut down by Captain Pepper at the time. The 

Court sentenced him to be reduced to the ranks, and to receive 300 or 500 

lashes ; but recommended him to me for mercy, as a very old soldier. I 

issued an Order on my return, and explained it myself to the Corps — *' that 

** the offence this man has committed, was such as I never could pardon in 

<< any man ; and that so far from being lessened, it was aggravated by his 

<' being an old soldier, as he should have known better how to behave to 

« his immediate superior, when on duty." I forgave the rest, because they 

had not added insolence to their other offences. 

(Signed) J, Welsh. 
H, C S, Indus, off the Cape, 

September 16, 1807. 
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ccedings) deposed on oath, ^' That on the night of the 
'* 18th he had overheard a conversation between a 
'^ Facqueer from Vellore, Subadar Sheik Hyder, the 
'* Havildar Major, and two other Native (Moor) 
*^ Officers ; stating, that they had formerly failed at the 
*' time of hoisting the strange flag (which occasioned 
'' us so much uneasiness), but that now matters were 
" different ; that Moormen were alone to be let into 
f the secret, and that we were all to be murdered in 
^^ ten days," &c. His Evidence was apparently clear 
and satisfactory; The next person that came forward 
was my boy* Bamasawmy (the same the Butler sus- 
pected of being in the plot), who swore, " That as he 
" was walking along the Barrack-street four or five 
" nights ago,^ he observed an assembly, and overheard 
** one man say, ' that there were forty or fifty (sup- 
" * posed to mean thousands) at the Bala Ghaut, 
" * coming down— that Tippoo and the Nabob were 
^^ * no more ; that the English were a handful ; the 
'* 'French would give double pay; that we must be 
" * killed ; that the arrival of those forces from Bala 
" ' Ghaut, would create a great gurburry, or confusion." ' 

Para. 16. — ^This Deposition at full length I beg leave here to lay before 
the Court, as it was ezact]}r the same as the intelligence he first communi- 
cated, which induced me to take the steps I did the day before. The Court 
can agun question him on the several parts of it in person. Vide De- 
position No. I. 

ThU hoy I have already stated to have been in the plot. Observing the 
success of my measures, and not knowing the extent of my intelligence, he 
came to me and Mrs. Welsh the evening before, and told us this very story, 
only speaking positively as to the persons of Sheik Hyder/ Syed Cawder, 
and Sheik Hussein, Native Officers. See Deposition No. III. 
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Para. 18. — It having come out in Evidence, that 
Sheik Hyder's brother (who is also in confinement) 
had sent a message to the Tappall Conicopuly, to 
prevent his own and his brother's Letters falling into 
my hands, we wereindticed, in consequence, to order 
such to be opened^, as w€ thought might lead to 
further discovery. In one Letter, we. found this re- 
markable passage: "To the north of Cotahcottah, the 
" residence of the Rajah of Tondemaun, there is a 
" village called Oottapilla Goodie ; to the south-west 
" of which there is a hill, where the Elixir of Immor- 
" tality is to be found ; principal people from the 
" north and south come there, and make the philoso- 
** pher's stone, and depart. At Oopala Goody, Raram 
" Shachama Rauze, the Dewaun of the Rajah Tonde- 
" maun, resides : if you will wait on him, you will 
" understand the story of the hill. The end will be 
" accomplished; Sbadhama Rauze's son-in-law, Ner- 
" rioor Rauze, is. come about the same business to my 
'^ house ; if you let him understand this circumstance 
'^ (he is a patient man, of conciliation and intelli- 
" gence), through his means all your business will 
'' prosper. This you must understand ; stay near that 
" hill ; those who come there you must see, and the 
" business in your heart will be accomplished." 

* It was addressed to a Tindal at Fallamcottab, and signed by a butler of 
Lord W. C. Bentinck's. 

Far A. 18.*— Vide Depositions Nos. X. and XI. The incendiary (whom 
we styled the Vellore Facqueer) who absconded on the l9th November for 
Trarancore, met Aga Nazzer Ally, son-*in-law to the Persian Ambassador, 
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Para. 19,— Part of another Letter was written in 
inverted Malabar characters, which have not yet been 
decyphered. 

I wrote this day a short Letter to you, and another 
to Colonel Agnew, detailing circumstances as well as 
I could ; and we determined to concentrate our force, 
by confining all the Native Officers in two rooms in 
the General Stores. Matters continued in this state, 
until your arrival on the morning of the 2lst. 

Continual business has prevented my being sooner 
able to make this Report ; which I trust will be corro- 
borated by the general voice of those by whom I have 
been so ably supported. 

I have omitted to mention Mr. Stratton*s Camatic 
Peons, a party of whom came in the first day, and 
who were increased the second day to about 200, and 
whom I found most useful and vigilant in every post 
where I stationed them. They still occupy half of 
the safeguards on the ramparts. 



with a Mr. Fisher, travelling from the southward towards Madras; he 
immediately asked the Aga to assist him to kill Mr. Fisher ; and on his 
refusal, the Facqueer abused him, saying he was joined to the yillanoua 
English ;»-that he himself was a Prophet of God, come into this country to 
shave 10,000. The Aga kicked him out of the choultiy before Mr. Fisher's 
face. 

Para. 19. — ^This Letter was partly decyphered afterwards, by reversing it 
before a looking glass— it was from Travancore (where Ramalingam then 
was] to Ramalingam's brother-in-law at Fallamcottah, mentioning powder 
andjlinttf but was too intricate to be fully understood, or even re^, by all 
the people we employed. 
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Para. 20. — ^After the Native Officers were removed 
from my house to the General Stores, they assured 
Captains Wilson and Pepper and myself, that they 
were ready to embrace our religion, in the following 
terms — ''Toomareh zaut mee meeljunnah, Toomareh 
*' Meezub mee Milnah,'' &c. and to wear topics and 
crosses, to convince us of their fidelity ! ! ! 

« 

Para. 21. — Another circumstance served much to 
corroborate the Evidence of a plot among the Moor* 
men of the Corps — that the only Native Officers* 
detached (excepting one, to Calcaud, Captain Wilson's 
station, ivho was on bad terms with the rest), were on 
some pretext or other all Malabars, &c. and among 
twenty present, only one was not a Mussulman. 

Note to Para. 20, added subseqaenUy in September 1807, on board the 
Indus. 

** Toomaureh Moznb mee Milnekoo Rauzee hei" 

<< Toomaareb zaat mee Milaingeh" 
« Toomaureb Topeeab Peenn^oo tiar bei, Toomaureh 
** Khaunnab, Khannekoo, Bbee, rauzee hye Sahib—" 

Or, in the Hindoostanny character, aa near as I can recollect, 

&c. &c. 

Let any man who understands Hindoostanny, and the intolerant tenets of the 
Mussulman faith, decide on the innocence of these nineteen bigotted Moor- 
men. 

* We have twenty-four Native Officers. 

Para. 21.— ^There were in the Corps (out of twenty-four Native Officers) 
20 Mussulmen ; the Havildar Major, drill and plummet Havildars, all Mus- 
snlmen ; 50 Havildars, 40 Naigues, and about 450 privates, also Mussulmen ; 
and the Native Officers had perhaps 100 relations in this number. — ^Total 563. 

The other castes were as follows : 4 Native Officers (only Jemadars) ; 
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Para. 22.— Considering the general rumour of diis- 
affection, the certain knoivledge of Taoheer incen- 
diaries from Vellore, Poonab, and Hyderabad, having 
been in the Fort, together with the recent occurrences 
at Nundydroog and Bangalore, added to a situation 
so remote from European succour ; I trust that, under 
such circumstances (and those above detailed), my 
conduct, and the precautionary steps that have been 
taken, may be justified, both in your opinion, and that 

of Government and the Commander-in-Chief. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

25th November, 1806. 



PallamcottaK ^^fiSS^Na^^TJ^ii??!- 



P. S. — I have to apologize for many blots and 
scratches, which in my hurry have been unavoidable. 



APPENDIX, NO I. 

DISTRICT ORDER. 



23rdJuly, 1806. 
The Officer Commanding th^ 1st Battalion 3rd 
Regiment, will forthwith assemble a Committee, of 



12 Harildars ; 20 Naigaes, and 450 privates ; many of which were detached. 
—Total 486. 

Lieutenant HiU, the late Adjutant, had been so very ill, that he was 
unable to attend to any thing. The Roster for duty and detachment among 
the Natives of the Corps, was kept by Subadar Sheik Hyder and the Havildar 
Mijor, the Jemadar Adjutant being also sick in hospital for several months 
before. 
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which he will be President^ consisting of all European 
Officers present^ to determine, after .examination into 
the character and connexions of the drafts lately re« 
ceived from. the 6th Extra Battalion, on the indivi- 
duals whom (under existing circumstances) it becomes 
urgently expedient to disarm, and provisionally to 
dismiss from the Service, until higher authority can 
be obtained. 

The men to be discharged, are to be directed im^ 
mediately to . quit the Garrison, under an assurance 
that their arrears of pay and regular certificates will 
be delivered to them as early as possible. 

Captain Welsh will direct all the Commissioned 
Native Officers to attend the Committee, as delibe- 
rative Members. 

(Signed) Alex. Dyce, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 



N^ II. 



(private). 



From CourtcUlum, 



My dear Sir, 



I AM glad to hear you are all 
right at Pallamcottah, and hope we shall soon have 
more pleasant accounts from the Northward, of the 
state of the public feelings regarding the Native Troops. 
I think it very advisable that you should use every 
means to ascertain the temper of your people at this 
crisis ; but without showing, or giving cause to suspect, 
any distrust on your part. I would not rely upon the 

M 



IflO 

# 

•taltnent of yopr'own most coafid^ntial Native Offi- 

oers-^hear ' them, and coiumlt them; but eodeavoiir, 

through other ohaaiiela, to learn if their statements are 

cbrreeti^ and what ihey themselves may have privately 

said, or may be supposed ipclined to Ao, if t4e flame 

ehofld spvead whappily wider. 

I i^oiild hope inach from the rescinding of the 

General Order. But if their principles are sapped by 

tseason, fanaticism^ or biib^ry, the hope wiU be vain, 

and it will be well to know even the. worst, iteep 

this suggestion to yogf self, fod^ \ ha^e no valid grounds 

for suspicion. 

Toilers truly, 

(Si^ed) Alb:s;. Pycjb. 
25th July. 



NO III. 

GARRISQN ORDERS. 

4th August, 1806. 
LlBUTBNANT-CoLOtlBL DYCB ha3j'U3t hf^^ with 

the greatfisi smprise, that a report has been circulated 
among the Tnoops in this Garnson, respecting the 
mftrdb of some. Companies of Europeans for Pallam- 
QOftah, in oftder to ^arqr intoeCect ce«tain.regulatioas 
i^bout the diress; &c. &€. of the Native Troops.' Be 
hUfttons t^fi^oin to. assure the Officers and Sepoys 
^ i^^ 1st BattaJ^n %d Regime&t, tipon kis word (^ 
hmom f» q Soldier, Hhai this repwrf is wholly gpaundkss. 
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fobe^ ami maUcious. The Govemmeiit of Madras, aii4 
the CommaDder-m^Chief, haTing already fommlly an- 
nocmced to the Native Troops, their readiness at alt 
times to pay just attention to the religions cnstomar 
and manners of both the Mussulmen and Hindoos, by 
a positive and inunedia^e revoca^iion of the late orders 
regarding the new tnrbuis ; the Troops may rest assured, 
that the faith of the British Grovemment and the Com- 
mander in^Cbief, which never has been impeached or 
violated on any occasion, will in ^is instance be most 
sacredly observed. 

liieutenant-Colonel Dyce therefore hopes and ex- 
pects that the Troops will rely with ready and dutiful 
confidence on these solemn assurances, and that they 

r 

will immediately dismiss and cast from them the 
malicious and confounded insinuations, which have 
been evidently propagated by evil-minded persons, to 
disturb the public peace* 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce has served with the Native 
Troops for the long period of upwards of thirty years ; 
he has shared dilBSculty and danger with them, in 
facing the enemies of the English Government, in every 
shape, and of every description, and he has ever found 
liiem brave, loyal, and faithful; nor can be believe 
that those Troops will ever swerve from their duty 
and obedience, when fully satisfied that justice, and 
a steady regard to all their rights, are the invariable 
rule of Government, and their immediate Officers. 
In giving this assurance to the 1st Battalion Srd" Regi- 

m2 
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iaent, Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce can with confidence 
appeal to bis character in the Army, during the period 
of thirty years: he has never deceived the Troops by 
assurances, or injured them by his conduct : he now 
declares, that the reports which have been circulated 
are false : he expects to be believed, and that the 
Troops will instantly lay aside every suspicion and 
distrust of that Government which has so long pro- 
tected, encouraged, and rewarded the services of the 
Native Army, in a manner unprecedented among the 
Powers of India. 

lieutenant-Colonel Dyce, in order to mark his de- 
testation of the conduct of the authors of this ground- 
less and insidious report, hereby offers a reward of 
One Hundred Star Pagodas to any one that will dis- 
cover the person or persons who originally circulated 
that report at Pallamcottah. 

(Signed) Albx. Dvcb, 

Lieutenant-Colonel. 



My dear Sir, 



NO IV. 

From Omrtallum. 

I CONSIDER the circulation of 
the report you mention, and the feelings of the Troops 
in hoisting (if they did on that occasion) the flag at 
the Mosque, &c. in a most serious point of view. I 
enclose a Garrison Order on the subject, which I wish, 
and direct, to be read to the fiattalion under arms or 



'^ 1 
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parade^ as early as possible, in Hindoostanee, and in 
Malabars. For this purpose, be so good as carry it 
to Mr. Cochrane, who alone is best qualified to put 
the sense and substance of the General Order into 
those languages; and to request, in my name, to 
further the public service, that he will be so good as 
do so immediately. I think it my indispensable duty 
to issue this Order, and trust it will allay the ferment 
raised by some dark-minded villain, among your 
people. Be so good as immediately to apprise me 
of its effects ; or of any thing you judge of moment, 
connected with it, without any delay. My servant 
Mootoo, at the garden, has orders to keep an express 
Tappall ready for this purpose, to dispatch whenever 
you order it. A special and trusty single swift mes- 
senger you can also send, if you see proper, and I 
will reward him. If assurances and words will satisry 
the men, I hope the best effects from this Order. 

You will understand, of course, that I shall hope 
the flag will be taken down by those who put it up, if 
the General Order be satisfactory. But every prudent 
exertion besides must be resorted to, to have that 
signal (if hoisted on this occasion) taken down — there 
is defiance and menace while it flies. 

I have reported the circumstance and the General 
Order to Colonel Campbell. I shall be ready to repair 
to Pallamcottab, as future information from you may 
suggest. 

I think it advisable to send off the prisoner you 
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bute^ with any •others yoa nmy get, nmnediately to 

Trtcbinopoly. 

. Enclosed is a Letter to go with them. 

The titmost circnmsj;)ection mud vigilance is necei^- 

Mry under your last Report ; but I trnst your next will 

be more satisfactory. Iii haste, 

I am. Dear Sir, 

Tours truly, 

(Signed) Albx. Dycb. 
4ih August, 1806. 

P. S.— Forward the enclosed liCtter to Colonel 
Campbell; and if any thing material has occurred 
since your Letter of yesterday to me, state it direct 
to the Assistant Adjutant-General, for Colonel Camp- 
beirs information. 



NO. ♦IV. 

Copy of an C^ial Letter from Major Welsh to IVtcAt- 
nopoiy, produced and read to the General Court- 
Martial; but rejected by the Judge^AdOocot^B, as oufy 
a Copy. 

To the Assistant Adjutant-General, 

Southern Division, Trichinopoly. 
Siit, 

LiEUTBNAMT-CpiiONBL Dygb having de* 

sired me to forward a Report to you (along with his 

Letters for Colonel Campbell), to state any thing 

further thAt may have occurred since my Letter to 



mim 



bim of the 3rd instant^ I embrace the opportunity to 
assure Colonel Campbell, that, notwithstandins the 
reports in circulation, the men of this Corps have not 
evinced, in t&e slightest degree, a disposition to throw 
otf their wonted respect for, and reliance on, their 
European Officers; and I really believe they are as 
firmly attached to the Service as ever. Although I 
conceive it my duty (under existing circumstances) 
to report even the most trivial occurrence to Colonel 
Dyce, yet I place every reliance on the fidelity of a 
Corps, which has evinced Its courage and discipline 
On matiy recent occasions, and the individuals of 
whieh have Afeqnefitly given undonbted proofs bf i^er- 
isbnkl attadimottt to their Officers. On reading and 
eiplaihihg Colobel Dyce's Order Of yesterday to tbd 
Whbte df the Native Officers, after exercise this dom- 
ing, they one and all assured me (in the most animated 
mhnnet) of their uhailterable attachment both to ihe 
Company^s Setvice, and their ISuropean Officers ; of a 
sincere conviction of tbdir own duty as Officers, and 
Of their readiiied)^ kt all times to lay down theft li^es 
in support of my authority, should it be possible f6f 
the men to dispute it (which never has in the smallest 
instance been the case) ; they also promised to instil 
the satne sdntiments into the minds of every Sepoy in 
the Corps; and upon my honour I believe them. Tlie 
Order will be ' translat^4 this d^y into the cou^tjry 
t&tignages, and th^h r6ad to the Corps. The circuin- 
stance of the flag at the Mosque has been explained 
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to me by the Native Officers^ as an annaal practice all 

over India^ and entirely unconnected with the subject 

of the late reports*. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

PallanxrnHnh CapUin Commandinr 

August 5, 1806. 



N^- V. . 

From Courlallum. 
(private). 

My dkar Sir, 

Werb it not for the insurrection 

of the two Battalions at Wallajahbad, and an obscure 

account of some disturbance at Bellary, I should be 

without any further doubts of your Corps, after the 

conduct evinced by the Native Officers, as stated in 

your second Letter of yesterday. 

I am, however, much relieved by the account and 
opinion you give of their feelings ; but prudence, just 
now, is as necessary as apparent confidence. 

I am glad the business of the flag is satisfactorily 
explained. 

t My high and unlimited confidence in the Native Officers, led me to 
believe their assurances, and I was happy to observe that this annual fiag 
(as they had ya/#e/y ttyUd it) had been taken down secretly that night, which 
ipduced me to hope, that my long exhortations and solemn appeal to the 
hono^ of the Corps, had succeeded in removing every cause of discontent 
and suspicion from their minds. I had not then (or even till after my Trial) 
seen the Reports of the Vellore examinations, which at once opened my eyes 
with regard to the nature of that flag, so fully connected with the Vellore 
massacre. 
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An Express Tappall will be always at my garden, 
for any communication of importance ; I shall keep it 
up for some time, but I hope there will be little 
occasion to employ it. 

I will not come up to Pallamcottah unless there be 
further occasion for my presence. 

It is needless, and might be detrimental, to show 

too much ^anxiety. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) Albx. Dycb. 
6th Augtisl. 



My dear Sir, 



N^ VI. 

From CourtaUum. 



I AM afraid you would have been 
disturbed last night, by the arrival of the Tappall from 
hence ; my servant having by mistake sent off the 
Express with the common Letters. 

Unless you have unhappily occasion to send Ex- 
press, Mootoo, my servant, will always dispatch the 
ordinary Tappall; and upon such occasion occurringi 
direct him accordingly to send the Express, which is 
at all times ready. 

(private). 

The two Corps of Wallajahbad I alluded to, you I 
suppose know, are the 1st of the S3rd, and the 2nd of 
the 1st. The Officers were confined, but the arrival of 
the I9th Dragoons, &c. unexpectedly disarmed them. 
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without effasion of blood. The 14th (iBosc's Corps) 

stood firm. 

I havb heard nothing since. 

Yoars tmly^ 

^Signed) Miyor Wblsh. (Signed) Albx. Dycb. 

7th Augtist. 



NO- VII. 

From Courtcdlum. 
My dbar Sir, 

I TRUST and hope the ferment 

of excited passions will soon subside totally. I clearly 

saw the necessity of saying something at the moment, 

which, if the men were not absolutely disaffected, 

would bring them to reason. 

It may yet be well to use eyery means of privately 

ascertaining the state of their minds, &c. but not 

through the channel of your most confidential Native 

Officers. 

Tours truly, 

9th. (Signed) Alex. brci. 

Major McLean of tJie Cavalry is dead. 



NO- VIII. 

From Caurt€Mum» 
My dear Sir, 

The circumstance is remarkablei 

as it is scarcely possible that Shejk Adorn would not 

have tried to make a party, where l^e was so con-. 
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nected ; look well after them, and perhaps something 

maybe traced*. 

Yours tmly, 

(Signed) Albx. Dycb. 

ISth. 



My dbar Sir, 



NO- IX. 

From Trichinopoly. 

I CONDOLE tirith you and Mrs. 
Welsh, on the afflicting loss you have sustained, by 
the dispensation of Heaveh. 

(rather private). 

A horrid iconspii-^^^y at Nuncilydroog^ of five Com- 
panies of the 18th Regitnent, has beeti detected, in 
w6ich the Commissioned Native Officers Were the ring- 
leaders. They intended perpetuating the horrorft of 
Vellore; but the arrival of Colonel Davis with two 
Squadrons from Bangalore, saved the Officers. It ap- 
pears to be completely a Mussulman plot, to restore 
that GbVemment in the Peninsula, in which the Hindoos 
have joined. A Facqueer from the north of India, with 
some assistants, have been preparing this for some 
months at that place. They had a pantomimical repre- 
sentation of the Cimrt of Delhi, with a battle between 

* 

the English and French, in which the former were 
always beaten, and represented with great inferiority 

* This afluaes X6 th^ brbthi^ri of Ihe riDgleadeir (at Vdlor^) ia o«r Corpii 
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to the French. Copy of a Prophecy was found, pre- 
dicting the final expulsion of the English from India 
in 1806. 

All this is most unpleasant, and should keep us all 
very watchful. Use this at your discretion. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) Alex. Dycb. 
SOth October. 

P. S.— I shall not return till the 7th of November, 
when an answer from Madras may be received. 

I have written Custory . about the bearers. Pray 
forward the enclosed. 

It is said that similar parties of Missionaries to that 
of Nundydroog, are spread about the country. 

Lord Lake has gone up the country, there being 
strong grounds to think a war with Holkar inevitable. 
He is supposed to be the author of all these damnable 
plans. 

NO- X. 

From Tridiinopoly. 
My dbar Sir, 

I GOT yours of the '2nd instant 
from Trichindore. I expect the answer from Madras 
to-day about the Court-Martial, and if it arrives, 
I shall set off to-morrow, and be at Pallamcottah 
the 10th. 

I have the strongest reasons, which I will explain 
hereafter, for assuring you, that I think your presence 
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with the Corps highly expedient, and would wish you 
to retam to Pallamcottah as early as convenient. 

(Signed) Albx. Dyce. 
7ih December, 1806. 



My dbar Sir, 



Ko- XI. 
(private). 



From Courtaitum. 



I AM favoured with yours of the 
12th, and shall be extremely sorry if your early return 
to Pallamcottah proves in any way disadvantageous 
to the health and comfort of your family. 

From the various important and authentic matter 
which came out in clear evidence at the inquiry into 
the plot at Nundydroog, the most serious and well- 
grounded apprehensions may be entertained of the 
fidelity of our Native Army in general. It would 
appear that all the Native Officers, except one Su- 
badar, and nearly the whole of the five Companies at 
that place (Hindoos and Parriahs, as well as Mus* 
sulmen) had engaged in the conspiracy, under the 
direction and instigation of Facqueers from the north of 
India, many of whom are spread all over the country, 
promoting the same cause — the accomplishment of a 

« 

prophecy, foretelling the total extirpation of the 
Europeans from India in this year. 

At the moment that this was on the eve of taking 
l^lace at Nundydroog, the other five Companies at 
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Bangalore completely deceived Lieateiiant-Colonel 
^SSf t>y their respectfal behaviour^ and appearance of 
happiness and content among them ; and he wrote to 
Head-Quarters, to say he had no suspicions of the 
loyalty of his people — but tliese very men had then 
been sworn to support the insurgents at Nundydroog, 
by a similar conspiracy at Bangalore. The information 
was given by two Subadars, one belonging to the five 
Companies ander Major Mnirhead, and the other a 
penif ioned Sub^dar, formerly of the 5th Battalion ; and 

« 

the plot thereby happily defeated. 

The Jemadar Adiataiit tamed Kiog'a Svidence, and 
unfolded a plot of the most alarming iei^ox. 

The Native OfSicers were the leaders and first con- 
spirators. 

The plan is supposed to have been traced in HolLar's 
camp, and to include the Nizam's brother, Tippoo's 
sons, and some others nearer home. 

It appears in Evidence, that the agents were at work 
six months before the publication of the Code of Re- 
gulations; consequently the turbans yrere brought in. as 
auxiliaries, and not principal, in the cause. 

During my last residence at Trichinopoly, I detected 
two Facqueers fcom the north of India actively em- 
ployed in the same object; and another travelled 
Facqueer of this country, wl^o is now yeiy busy with 
the 2nd Battalion 16th Regiment, and which persp^ 
attached himself to Farran's Corps at Shanganc^coile, 
and followed them to Trichinopoly. The sqbject of 
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tbeir cbnv«r£|at],on'with the men, is tb« usnrpattons of 
tba Europeans, tlieir snail numbers^ the facility of 
destroying them at once^ the powerful army of Holkar, 
and other Mahrattas^ and the warlike character of the 
French^ contrasted with, tfkJBit of the English, represented 
merely as merchi^nts, &c. These men are not yet 
seieed, but are narrowly watched, and I imagine the 
discovery of them will be followed by many more. 

Strong suspicions are now entertained by some 
(not the Government), of the loyalty of Poomiah in 
Mysore, &c. 

All these circumstances excite much anxiety, and 
demand much vigilance. Every Officer is expected to 
be at his post as much as possible; and Colonel 
Campbell was directed to dispatch the Members of 
the General Court-Martial instantly to their Corps. 
Such are the heads of my motives, in desiring your 
return. It will be right to shew no suspicion, but to 
have at the same time a most watchful eye in all 
directions. 

Pray order the Gentop Havildar you got from the 

16tji Battalion^ who is now at Shanganacoile, to join 

the Corps, under any reason you please. He is wanted 

at Pallamcottah, not to be absent, or excused duty, 

but to remain there. 

Yours truly, 

Uth. (Signed) Albx. Dygb. 

P. S. — I have seen all the Official Papers, with Ge- 
neral Macdowal's Report on the affair. A tri-coloured 
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flag was one day, at gun-fire^ foand flying on the stafi* 
at Seringapatam^no body knew how it came there !!! 



NO XII. 

From Ccurtallum!' 
(privatb). 

My dbar Sir^ 

I ENCLOSE a Letter from Colonel 

Agnew, which relates to persons in your Corps. 

His first, regarding the brothers of Noor Mahomed, 

applies also to those of Sheik Adom's, particularly 

the eldest, of whom 1 am very suspicions. Send 

back the Letter. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) Alex. Dycb. 

P. S.— Enclosed are eleven star pagodas, which I 
had almost forgot to pay to you, on Major Trotter's 
account. 



NO XIII. 

From CourtaUum. 

My dear Sir, 

Your Letter of yesterday, con- 

taining an account of the blood found at the church, 

&c. is, I think, too open to be serious. 

I am inclined to think the offer of a reward would 

not lead to the discoyery of the actors, and it may 

therefore be omitted ; but I think the ghost might and 
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ought to be taken hold of, "by some means or other : 
he could^ I dare say^ tell of some accomplices. 

Every endeavour^ however, to find out the origin of 
their intrigues should be used. . 

Christians or Bramins are most to be relied on in 
such attempts : Hindoos, or even Parriars, are to be 
suspected in some degree. 

I shall return in a few days to Pallamcottah, perhaps 
on the 25th. 

I wish particularly to know who are the three emis- 

saries you allude to — does it come home to them, and 

can they be seized 7 

Yours truly, 

IBth. (Signed) Alex. Dycb. 



NO XIV. 

From CourtaUum, 

My dear Sir, 

1 AHi in utter darkness; no Letter 

from you since yesterday at noon. 

Let me hear from you by some means or other, t 
hope otir Tappall still goes regularly. 

''le m^n irai ce soir, a Chocampetty on j&ttendrai 

" de vos nouvelles.'* 

Yours tmly^ 

(Signed) Alex. Dygb. 
2\st November, 1806. 

Explanation of the latter Paragraph *> 
*^ I shall go this evening to Chocampetty, where I 
** will wait for intelligence from you." 
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N<>- XV. 

Extract of a Oarrison Order, issued by Lieutenant^ 
Colonel' Dycej dated PaUamcottak, Wednesday, No- 
vember^ 1806, 

LiBUTBNANT-CoLONBL Dycb has received from 
Major Welsfh a most satisfactory and pleasing report^ 
of the zeal and alacrity with which the Officers of the 
Oavrison bate sapported the fatiguing and incessant 
dotietf reqaired from them^ dnring the present emer- 
gency. Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce has had the pleasure 
to observe a continuance of the same spirited and 
honorable interest in supporting the public cause; and 
he trusts^ that in expecting from them an increased 
vigilance, and assiduous attention, it is merely ne- 
cessary for him to state, that he deems the existing 
circumstances to be such as demand all our circum- 
speotion, and the exertion of every energy. He there- 
fore expects and requests the utmost precision and 
correctness in the discharge of every duty; nor can 
he omit to entreat, that even a minut^e attention may 
be paid, to exact appearance and conformity respecting, 
dress and arms, to the prescribed regulations of the 
Service. Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce attaches an im- 
portance to appearances, at the present moment of 
the highest, interest, which he is well assured every 
Gentleman will fully appreciate. Every Officer in 
Garrison will be considered in. ctmst^t readiness for 
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duty, and to be at all times, both night and day, 
completely dressed and armed. Such orders as Major 
Welsh may occasionally give, to be obeyed. None 
of the dismissed* men to be allowed to enter the Fort. 

(A tme Extract), 

(Signed) J. Wilson, 

Liist fc A4j. lit Ba. 3r4 R#ff. 

Acknowledged by Colonel Dyce in open Court. 



* These men were never ditmisi§d by toe. 
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An Extract copied /ram tlie Proceedings of the Court of 
Inquiry*, held on the 6th December at PaUamcottah. 

PRB8IDBNT *. 
UEUTENANT-COLONEL DYCE. 

BfAJOR SCOTT, 4th Reg. ^^ r CAPT. NEWALL, 4th Reg. 

CAPT. BIRCH, Ditto. / M«'»'>«"- \ LIEUT. ROBERTSON, Ditto. 

The Court is informed, that a Proclamation was 
made at an early period of the late disturbances in 
Pallamcottah^ offering a reward of 500 star pagodas, 
with indemnity, to any person who would give intelli- 
gence, or bring proof of the alleged conspiracy ; but 
that no one has come forward to this dayf. 

(Here followed Copy of my Letter of the 25th No- 
vember, and Twenty-one Depositions). 

The Court finds itself compelled, in this paucity of 
direct Evidence, to resort to such presumptive proofs 

•With Notes by Major Welsh. (Prodaced and read to the General 
Conrt-Martial in my Defence, bat returned to me again, as being uncon- 
nected with the Cliarges against me) . 

t The reason u obvious — the two first Witnesses (from vague sasplcions 
formed by Colonel Dyce and others) were publicly confined for three days 
in sight of the mutineers ; and it was sedulously rumoured abroad, that no 
prooft had been obtained— even the wording of the Proclamation assured the 
Natives that sufficient evidence had not been adduced ; and to dose the 
whole, Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce (by his dubash custory) called upon all 
the Native Inhabitants to sign a voluntary address and assurance of their 
loyalty and attachment to the British Government, which he himself framed 
in English, and gave to Mr. Stratton to be translated into the country 
languages. 

Liet any man read the Vellore Report and Depositions, and see whether 
any Native ever came forward, except one, to give information before the 
mlssacre, or any after, except prisoners (to save their own lives), when it 
was too late to deny the fiict. 
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as can be obtained^ towards establishing the existence 
of dissatisfaction, cabal, and improper infinence and 
authority exercised by the senior Subadar, Sheik 
Hyder, and the Native Officers in general* 

On this head much parole Evidence has been 
adduced, which occupied the time of the Court, with- 
out illustrating the subject; nor has the Proceedings 
of two days brought any new matter to light. 

Captain Pepper, of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment, 
attending on the part of Major Welsh, delivered the 
following Statement to the Court, corroborating and 
explaining some of the points contained in Major 
Welsh's Letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Dyce ; he also 
delivered to the Court the following corroborating 
Statement, signed by Lieutenant Gore. 

(Here followed Captain Pepper's and Lieutenant 
Gore's Depositions, in writing). 

Captain Pepper having further proposed some 
questions to Messrs. Stratton and Hepburn, in con- 
firmation of Major Welsh's detail, the written answers 
are annexed to the Appendix, signed by them re- 
spectively ; as the Court did not consider these docu- 
ments of sufficient importance to be introduced in the 
body of its Reports. As nothing further, within the 
knowledge of the Court, can be brought at this moment 
in evidence of the guilt of the Native Officers, it has 
judged it to be proper to interrogate them on some 
points adduced in Major Welsh's Letter to Lieutenant- 
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Colonel Dyee, ainJ Hjthe Depositions taken by Mr» 
l^atton, the Judge of the Zillah. 

The Haviidar Major Mahomed Eshack is accord- 
ingly called .into Court, and questioned*. 

^.i_l3 the declaration which you ma4« and signed 
befoce Mr. Stratton, the aanie as that you have jbow 
read: and are those the words you used on that 
occasion? 

• • • 

In stating the occurrence of the 19th ultimo^ the 
Havildar Major^ observed^ that he was directed to 
accompimy Subadar Sheik Hyder to Mr. Stratton's^ 
on a cause then before the Zillah Court ; but after the 
Subadar had received the order from Major Welsh to 
that effect, he found himself unwell, and desired the 
Havildar to go to Major Welsh, and acquaint him that 
he, the Subadar, was unable to go, on account of 
sickness, and begged that Subadar Sheik IN'utter be 
sent in his room. Mtyor Welsh, however, desired 
Sheik Hyder to proceed^ as he had ordered ; that this 

• VMe h» Deposition, No. Xtll. 

. Here I beg leave to remark, that the Hayildilr Major ;waa not onlf inti- 
mate with Sabadar Sheik Hyder, but a brother of Subadar Sheik Nutter's. 
Confined as they wisre in the same place for many days, they of course were 

id||B to i&ake up one story, and even to swear to abide by it. i am firmly «f 
opinion,, that the Deposition given by the Havildar Major, was determined 
oh by the 'whole, as a plausible tale to blind us, with regard to the more 

;' teHona iftatter tet iorth in the Butler's Deposition ; and it sneceeded entirely 

. with the Court of Inquiry, who, of course, did not know any thing further 
than what came before them at this examination. His allusion to the mutiqy « 

'4t Vellbre, made use of by 'Skeik Hyder, stands single, and not one of the 

. indifferent Evidences has accused him of it. 
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ci reams tance occasioned some delay, which was in- 
creased by having to search for the necessary Witnesses, 
some of whom being sick, required doolies; that thi$ 
was again reported^; causing altogether a delay of 
about one hour and a half. 

SHEIK HYDER, Subadar, being called into Qmrt, the 
following Queationa are put to him. 

Q -*-What conversation passed between you, the 
Haviidar Major, the Facqueer Loll Shah, and the 
Butler, in the evening of the 16th November, both 
before you made the usual Report to Major Welsh, 
and afterwards? 

A. — Nearly similar to the declaration of the Haviidar 
Major, but positively denies his having alluded in any 
way to the mutiny at Vellore, and softening that part 
wherein he is charged with having asserted, '^ tluU 
*' the Major and all the Gentlemen were afraid of his 
*' flogfr Ai^d by declaring that he only repeated the 

* Thi» I podtSrely deny : the Sabadar came only once, and the Haviidar 
once after him, when attended, as I have ahmidy stated, in my Note to the 
Official Report.— -Note to Par. 8, Letter A, p. 147, of this Appendix. 

f If it were pos^ble that / crnUd have been to abject a wretch as this man 
bad attempted to make me, I should deserve, not only all I have snfliBred, 
but the abhorrence of every man of spirit in the Army— so hx from this, 
when I spoke to them about the flag, &c. I appealed to them for a knowledge 
of my kind conduct to the Corps ; of my having frequently kd them to 
victory, and evinced a spirit, which must convince them, that no personal 
motives of fear could influence my conduct, when I declared to them that 
the reports in circulation were false, and their alarms groundless ; that so 
far from carrying into effect any orders to degrade them, I would at all 
times stand forward and defend their just rights, even with my life. I called 
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words which Major Welsh had himself used, in presence 
of several of the Native OfiScers^ on a former occasion. 

Q. — What was the cause of your delaying to carry 
to Mr. Stratton a Note which Major Welsh gave you 
on the morning of the 19th^ after breakfast, with 
es;press Qrders to deliver it immedi^itely t 

A. — It was necessary to collect some Witnesses^ 
which caused delay, and two of the Evidence required 
doolies to carry them : this occasioned a reference to 
Major Welsh, who finally ordered me to proceed with- 
out them, by which an hour and a half were lost. 

Subadar SHEIK NUTTER, is called into Court, 

Q. — On the 19th ultimo when Major Welsh and the 
other Officers bad gone to the Barrack, and given 
order to the Sepoys to fall in without arms, for what 
purpose or motive were you $ibout to load a musket, 
as observed by Major Welsh? 

A, — i did not load, or attempt to load a musket*. 

Q. — Was you in Major Welsh's quarter about four 
months ago, when the Major explained to the Native 
Officers the falsehood of the reports in circulation 
among i\^e Troops, about Europeans coming from 
Trichinopoly, and other i^le stprie^— if you were, say 



upon them solemnly for a renewal of their confidence in their European 
OfiQcers, and their reliance on the justice of Government. How crueUy my 
words have been perverted ! I only hinted at the flag among other tluDgs.— 
Vide Captain Pepper's Evidence, page 79 of my Trial. 
<^ This is a positive falsehood, as I hope to estabUih by Evidence. 
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what paiSsed^ and what the Major said about a flag 
flying at the Mosque ? 

A. — I was not present^ being on guard. I heard 
Sheik Uyder mention some particulars^ and he also 
stated^ that the Major had said he was displeased and 
alarmed at the flag then hoisted. 

Q. — Did Sheik Hyder communicate to you any orders 
from Major Welsh, respecting the affair at Nundy- 
droogy and the precautions to be used in consequence? 

A, — He did not say any thing on the subject*. 

Subadar ABDUL NUBBY, is called into Ckmrt. 

Q, — Were you present at the meeting of the Native 
Officers, called by Major Welsh about four months 
ago, when Major Welsh mentioned something parti- 
cular about a flag at the Mosque ? 

A. — Yes ; among other points. Major Welsh said the 
flag had alarmed him. 

Q. — Did Sheik Hyder communicate to • you any 
orders from Major Welsh, respecting the affair at 
Nundydroog, &c. ? 

A. — He did not say any thing on the subjectf. 

* Does not this appear suspicious, and that he had thea some malicious 
plan in view ? 

t Here I solemnly affirm (and Sheik Hyder confessed it, though the Court 
deemed it too trifling for insertion) , that I desired Sheik Hyder to convene 
the other Native Officers on the 12th Novemher, and after informing them 
of the Nundjrdroog story (as it was then current) , to call on them (one and 
all) to keep a sharp look-out after Facqueer incendiaries, and should any 
such attempt to corrupt the Sepoys, to bring them to me. I trust the con- 
fidence I placed in the Native Officers^ was perfectly consistent with His 
Excellency's circular Orders on that subject. I have only to lament that 
ours were unworthy of it. 
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On the subject of the flag* hoisted at the Mosque, 
^vhich has been so frequently mentioned, the Court 
thought it a duty to ascertain if it had any thing novel 
or suspicious in its appearance or form, or if it was 
merely an established flag, usually hoisted at such 
places of worship. 

From every information it conld obtain, the Court 
Is disposed to think it was certainly of the latter 
description, and in itself of no importance, further 
than as it was referred to in the intemperate expres- 
sions of Sheik Hyder. 

In taking a review of the various Documents and 
Evidence brought forward on the subject of this In- 
quiry, it is difficult to separate the impression which 
the whole, blended as it is, has necessarily made on 
the judgment of this Court, regarding the dissatiS'* 
faction and insubordination of the Corps in general, in 
contradistinction to the single question of ^he guilt of 
the Native Officers ; nor perhaps were it possible, conld 
it be accomplished, without violating the soundest 
principles; for it cannot be admitted, that dissatis- 

* I am willing to allow, that the Court had not sufficient means to ascer- 
tain this point. I also made !t my duty to inquire, not onlf m the Corps, 
but at Madras ; and I hope to make it appear to this Court, that the flag in 
question !wa8 not a simple and feUgiout tie, but that it was hoisted as the 
signal of revolt and murder, and diat it was taken down secretly on the night 
of the 5th August (after the Native Officers had assured me that it was an 
anmuU one) , after which the utual annual Jk^ of Cawder Wallie (which the 
Court took such pains to ascertain) was hoisted in open day, and remained 
flying till the 20th November, when pulled down by a party of my Hindoo 
Sepoys. A reference to my Defence will prove the difference of the flags in 
question. 
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faction could be widely disseminated in a Corps^ with- 
oat a participation, or at least a criminal knowIedgOf 
of the Native Officers. 

The existence of dissatisfaction is established by 
expressions^ neither doubtful nor trivial, proved by 
Witnesses whose veracity cannot be questioned, to 
have frequently been used by Sepoys ; by tumultuary 
meetings amongst them; and by an universal and 
apparent aneasiness. 

In declaring an opinion on the degree of gailt which 
attaches to the Native Officers, this Court feels it also 
to be a duty to have it distinctly understood, that such 
opinion does not embrace^ or in any measure affect, 
the question respecting Major Welsh's conduct on the 
19th November, which was governed by a multifarious 
combination of circumstances, exciting strong sus- 
picions of disaffection throughout the Corps, but which 
have not the same force, when applied to the insulated 
object now before the Court. 

The direct Evidence given by Major Welsh s Butler, 
appears to be so greatly invalidated by the known 
existence of jealousy, and of a quarrel between him and 
Subadar Sheik Hyder, in consequence of the detection 
of a fraud of the Butler's brother* on Major Welsh, 

* The Court has here asserted the opiaion of Iieutenant-C<doael Dyee, 
who, himself uDacqiiainted with the Native languages, supposed it impossible 
.for Moormen to speak Malabars. 1 positively deny the existence of jealousy 
pn the part of my Butler, or that his brother was ever deteeted in any fraud 
on me, or by me. The Court has kindly taken Sheik Hyder's word for it— 
the known existence is therefore a mere surmise^ without any foundatioBt 
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many months ago ; by the traitorous conversation of 
Mussulmen being said to be in Tamu/^ and by the' 
Butler*s ignorance of Hindoostannee^ that no credence 
can be given to it. 

The Evidence of Ramasawmy is neither conclusive^ 
or perhaps deserving of much attention. But the po- 
sitive and unvarying Depositions regarding the menaces 
of Subadar Sheik Hyder on the 16th November at 
Major Welsh's godo\ivns^ in presence of several Native 
Officers, and many Non-Commissioned, corroborated 
and strengthened as they are by the attested and 
signed declarations of Mahomed £shack> Havildar 
Major (a near connexion of the Subadar*s) which be 
again confirmed before this Court; are of such a 
nature, as leaves no doubt in the mind, of the most 
intemperate passions having agitated his breast, when 
he dared to hold up in terror the mutiny at Vellore ; 
to defame and debase the character of his Commanding 
Officer, and the other Gentlemen of the Corps, by re- 
presenting them as being frightened at bis colours, 
and even to hazard a threat, that his power could be 
terrible ! ! 



and I defy the Court of Inqairy to prore it. The Court has allowed some 
weight to the expressions of Snbadar Secunder Cawn, and they were in 
direct corroboration of this man's Evidence. 

Note added on board the Indus. — ^A reference to the diflferent Depositions 
taken at Vellore, Wallajahbad, Nundydroog, &c. will prove the yalidity of 
the Butler's Eyidence : yet the words of the ringleaders of mutiny hare bean 
taken, and his faithful testimony rejected. The Havildar Major, if not the 
chief, was certainly next to Sheik Hyder in the plot. 
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li has further ■ appeared to this Courts that the 
authority* assumed and exercised by this person^ was 
wholly incompatible with due subordination } that his 
influence, acquired in a series of years, was unlimited ; 
and that, under these circumstances, the most dan- 
gerous results might have been expected from such 
criminal language, addressed to men already known to 
have been in a state of irritation and discontent. 

The Court thinks it proper further to state, that 
Subadar Sheik Hyder's demeanour and appearance 
before it, impressed the strongest idea of his aum 
internal conviction of guilt. 

It does not, however, mean to assume it as esta- 
blished in proof, or as carrying conviction to the un- 
derstanding, that this menace of the Subadar's was 
expressly intended to stimulate the Mussulmen to the 
dreadful excesses to which he alluded, or even to 
excite disaffection. But it was uttered under circnm- 
stances which nothing can palliate; and whether it 
^rose from the intoxication of folly and of power, or 
from the more hidden purposes of treason, its crimi- 
nality, and its dangerous tendency, are equally evident. 

The establishment of such facts against the leading 
Native Officer of the Corps, gives a weight to relative 
incidents, although unsupported by adequate Evidence ; 

* The aathority which this Native Officer was permitted publicly to 
exerdse, was that of Adjutant Subadar, having .been appointed to that 
situation by Lieutenant-Colonel Sheppard in 1802 ; but the Jemadar Ad- 
jutant of the Corps having been sick in hospital for several months, he did 
all the duty, and kept the Rpster, &c 
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nor can the Court omit to mention the su9pidou$ con- 

duct of Subadar Sheik Nutter, in loading a musket, as 

stated by Major Welsh^ and the confession of Subadar 

Secunder Cawn^ in the moment of apprehension and 

seizure^ of the flagitious proposal of Sheik Hyder at 

the Mosque^ as deserving of considerable attention ; 

although both these points are denied by the Subadar, 

and in the former instance the denial is supported by 

Evidence *. 

Against the other Native Officers no direct Charge 

has appeared. 

(Signed) A. Dyoe/ 

R.Scot, 
D. Newall, 
G. Birch, 
Pallamcottah, W. M. Robertson. 

2l^t December, 1806. 

Note, — It must appear erident how much I waa iaterestid in these Pro- 
ceedings (which Goremment endeavoured to withhold from me), where my 
character was attacked without reply ; and future perusers of these Pro- 
ceedings would have set me down for a silly coward, who had acknowledged 
my /ears, eren to the authors, and of course was justly depriyed of a 
Command I was no longer fit to hold. (Signed) J. W. 

* I beg leaVe to obserre, that if the Committee were possessed of the 
Evidence here asserted to have been produced, they hare not giren it a 
place in the Report of their Proceedings. I must therefore be excused for^ 
doubting the existence of this point ; and shall bring forward Evidence to 
prove my assertums, which, however, the Court has been so kind as creiU, 
under every disadvantage, from the nature of the Inquiry, wherein only the 
prisoners cquld be investigated, the Corps being away, and only one (M&r 
(Captain Pepper) present to confront them. 
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Vouchers sent by Captain Pepper for the Court of 
Inquiry at Pallamcottah, as stated in my Letter to 
Ideut.'CoL Dyce, of the 12th Decem&er— (vide p.dl*). 

Qaestions to be proposed in my name : 

1st, To the Havildar Major — You have stated that 
Sheik Hyder desired yon all to assist in complaining 
against my Batler, for striking a Facqueer^if one of 
this description were to go into your house (or any 
man) during your absence, and abuse your wife, what 
would you do ? 

3nd, If a Facqueer quarrels with any person, is it 
the business of every Moorman to espouse his quarrel? 
To each of the Native Officers — 

Did Subadar Sheik Hyder ever tell you of any con- 
versation I had with him, about Nundydroog— and 
what was it T 

To Subadar Sheik Nutter— 

1st, What conversation had you with the Havildar 
Major id prison, respecting Sheik Hyder ? 

* The Proeeedings of this Court of Inquiry (which I obtained with much 
difficulty) contained a Copy of my Official Report to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dyce, and Twenty-one Depositions taken on Oath by Mtmn. Strattoo, 
Hepburn, and myself; as also the written Depositions of Captain Pepper 
and Lieutenant Gore, copies of which are already in my possession. As all 
the principal Eridences will be examined by the Court-Martial, I thought it 
better to omit the various Documents, to save time and trouble. 

It may he necessary here to declare, that the expression of Sheik Hyder 
regarding the flag (ot any part of the circumstances connected with it) , 
neyer came to my knowledge, till long after the Corps was disarmed by me ; 
and had I been acquainted with it, I should only have put him in arrest, 
and brought him alone to trial for it. I should not hare supposed it any 
proof of the disaffection of the Corps^a Corps I had e^ery reason to believe 
firmly attached to me, from personal, as well as public motives. 

Madras, February 25, 1807. (Signed) J. Welsh. 



1 
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Sod and 3rd, The two qaestions to the Havildar 
Major to be repeated, respecting quarrelling with a 
Facqueer. 

4th, Did Sheik Hyder ever advise you and the rest 
of the Corps to wear the new turban* ? 

Question to Mr. Stratton, and also Mr. Hepburn — 

1st, Did I, on waiting upon you with Mr. Hepburn 
on the Idth November, mention any thing about a 
man called Eitwaur Syng; and if so, what was it? 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

2nd, Did I mention to you any particular person 
whom I supposed to be an incendiary, and promise to 
endeavour to point him out to your people for appre- 
hension, under the orders you had received from 
Government ? 

Question to Subadar Sheik Hyder— 

1st, What reason had you for telling Captain Wilson 
and myself, that you were ready to embrace our religion, 
wear a topie, and cat our food, to prove your fidelity? 

2nd, Had I, or any Officer, ever asked you to change 
your religion, or do any thing contrary to your caste 
or customs? 

3rd, Did you not tell me that the Tindal and my 
Butler must have told against you, to make me sup- 
pose you guilty ? 

4th, What reason had you to suppose the Tindal 
could tell any thing against you? 

5th, Did you mention all the circumstances of 
Nundydroog I told you in confidence (to the Battalion 

* This might be put to several. 
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as I desired you), and take steps to prevent tbe itt- 
fluence of. designing Facqueers^ who were suspected 
to be moving about the country^ on purpose to lead 
the Natives from their duty^ by falsehood and exagge- 
ration ? 

6th^ Did you ever tell me, that the men or Officer^ 
of the Corps were averse to wearing the new turban? 

Before his answer is received — I hereby solemnly 
declare upon my honor, that he assured me, that every 
Native Officer and every Non-Commissioned in the 
Corps liked them, and most of the men also, but that 
(as I had assured them that there was no occasion to 
wear them if not approved) a few men said (in conse*^ 
quence) they preferred their old ones; but he still 
offered to wear them, and said that three men had put 
them on, and paraded for inspection. He never hinted 
that a murmur had been heard in the Corps; and at the 
time of their first arrival, persuaded me to turn out 
160 drafts as suspicious persons, among whom there 
was not one Moorman, excepting two or three silly 
Lubbehs. 

After he was confined, I advised him to confess 
freely, and rely on my honor for pardon, telling him 
that he knew a great deal from Letters ; when he 
seemed much alarmed, and said that one of his Letters 
from WdlUyahbad*, I think, might have been inter- 

* Wallajahbad and Chingleput are not far distant from each other, and 
only about thirty miles from Vellore. — (Vide Note to Deposition XXI. ; aljsor 
Tide Deposition No. X.) 

O 
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Mpttd, and that the story in it referred to twenty 
pagodas whicli be had given the writer, a Subadar, 
for the marriage of bis daughter. As to Secunder 
Cawn, I have stated in my Public Letter, on the night 
of the 19th November, that he only heard Sheik Hyder 
'' say once in the Mosque, that we were all to be 
'^ killed/' This I believe to be true, as he only re^ 
tamed about the 15th from two months' leave to 
Madura, and of course could not have had time to 
meet the conspirator often. Lieutenant Gore was 
present with me, and heard part of what Secunder Cawn 
said ; and I appeal to Mr. Stratton and Mr. Hepburn 
for my expressions immediately after. ^ 

Lieutenant Gore has furnished a few occurrences, to 
which he was an eye-witness, and Captain Pepper can 
speak as to several corroborating circumstances with 
fegaid to the evening parade of the 18th, the appear- 
ances on the morning of the 19tb, and the behaviour 
of Sheik Xutt^ on the 16th . 

And here I think it essentially necessary to state 
some remarks which I noted down opposite to the 
paragraph in the copy of my Public Letter, regarding 
Subadar Sbeik Nutter (vide Letter A). '' When au- 
*^ thentic intelligence had been received of the tragical 
'^ transactions at Vdlore, I assembled all the Native 
*^ Ofllcers, and told them the whole story. As soon 
^' as I had mentioned the number of Officers and 
** Euro|veans butchered in cold blood, Subadar Sheik 
'^^utter grinned in the most horrid manner-<-it was a 
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grin of delight of the most diabolical appearance ; 
and was so moch impressed on my mind, that I men* 
'^ tioaed it to several Gentlemen at the time ; and on 
'^ the ISth instant, in consequence of a Sepoy of the 
^* Light Company having come to me in an improper 
'^ manner, and insisted on my giving him leave, I spoke 
'' to the Cote Havildar about the impropriety of 
*' allowing a man to come in that manner. Next 
** morning I was too ill to attend parade. Captain 
Pepper commanded, and when he had dismissed the 
Battalion, informed me that Subadar Sheik Nutter 
'' and others came forward, and said they had com- 
plaint to make to me ; in particular Sheik Nutter 
was presumptory, and said I had abused him in 
consequence of the Sepoy's misconduct. Captain 
Pepper told them, this was not a proper method ; 
*' that I was unwell; but that he would mention it 
'^ to me. T sent for Sheik Nutter in presence of Sheik 
Hy<^er, and asked him what cause of complaint I 
had^ given him— he put his hands together in a sup^ 
plicating posture, and assured me he had none; 
talking in much too humble a style for a Soldier. I 
'' supposed him in liquor, and sent him away satisfied." 
As to Sied Cawder*, it was stated by Ramasawmy* 
that be (under the denomination of the Shanganacoile 
Subadar) was present at the conversation in the street 
at night ; he was known to have constant intercourse 

* This is tlie Subadar who has now got a palankin from Colonel 
Conway. 

o2 
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with Facqueers and Sheik Hyder ; and the boy Raida- 
sawmy positively declared to me and Mrs. Welsh^ that 
when he heard the treasonable words he stated on 
oath^ he saw and knew Sheik Hyder and Sied Cawder 
in the crowd, as also Snbadar Sheik Hussein (who 
went mad while confined). This boy on oath only 
stated, that he asked two men, who told him their 
names : he was always intimate with Sheik Hyder, 
and I am convinced was an agent to watch our 
motions ; his coming forward was therefore merely to 
screen himself the first day, when he supposed we had 
discovered all; the next day, learning how matters 
were, he was induced to soften off his Evidence. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

As I think it may be of considerable importance to 
ascertain from Messrs. Stratton and Hepburn — who 
were present, not only during the whole time of the 
transaction referred to, but examined every Evidence, 
and were made acquainted with every circumstance 
which came to my knowledge-^^what their opinion is, 
individually, with regard to the guilt or innocence of 
the whole Corps, and especially of Sheik Hyder, the 
Havildar Major, Secunder Cawn, and Abdul Nubby : 
I could wish the following question to be pvt to them, 
and their answers recorded. 

1st, From all the various circumstances that have 
come to your knowledge in the last month, and from 
the Witness you examined, are you of opinion that 
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your lives were endaugered by the actual existence of 
a plot, or not, nntil the steps taken had removed the 
ringleaders from the Corps ? — or some such question. 

2xid, If answered in the affirmative, then to ask. Do 
you think the Evidence attaches guilt to any indivi- 
duals — if so, will you mention their names? 

It may be objected, that the Court are to form their 
own opinions, and not be swayed by those of others 
in this case — of course it must be over-ruled, and I 
shall call for the same elsewhere. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

Note — This Voucher was rejected by the Court, and returned to Captain 
Pepper. It will appear that little notice was taken of it, by perusing the 
Proceedings. (Signed) J. W. 

A true Copy of the Extract and Notes produced by 
me, and read to the General Court-Martial in my 
Defence. (Signed) J. W. 

H, C. Ship Indus, at Sea, August 27, 1807. 

Note, — ^The Papers laid before the General Court-Martial end here. The 
following Documents did not appear before it at all, though most of them were 
before the Court of Inquiry at Pallamcottah. The Notes to all the Deposi- 
tions, as far as Deposition XIX. were made by me in the month of December, 
1806, on the road to Trichinopoly, where I expected to have to produce 
them, in justification of the measures I had adopted. They were written in 
a hurried manner, as I did not conceive it would require much argument on 
my part, to point out the necessity of acting as I had done ; and yet, to those 
unacquainted with the case, some explanation might be necessary. 
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DEPOSITION N<^ I. 

Putler lYEN PERMAUL, of Madura, aged 25, duly 

sworn, deposes a» follows : 

Two or three days ago, Mrs. Welsh gave me orders 
to the following purport : that if I would biiug news 
in the Tillage, my master would give me a handsome 
present, having heard that the Mussulmen were con- 
sulting together. I accordingly, oti the 18th Novem- 
ber, went secretly to the place where the Facqueer 
lived, who came from Vellore, having taken off my 
clothes, and put on the semblance of a beggar. Hyder 
Saib, Subadar, first came to him, sat down, and said 
as follows : 

Five months ago the flag was hoisted, on which all 
Mussulmen thought the country their own. It is now 
two months that you are here waiting. I have received 
a Letter from Southward — the white men will all be 
destroyed (or, as literal as possible, be spoilt) in ten 
days: they are not now as formerly; we are now to 
receive double pay, and a Letter has been written and 
received from the French, Mogul, and Nabobs and 
other people, to kill the Gentlemen, for which reason 
the Hindoos will not join us. All the Mussulmen 
have joined to kill the Gentlemen in ten days. He 
then sent for three Subadars, and mentioned this to 
them. They said. Let it be so. The Major Havildar 
came last ; he told him the same ; to be merely passive-— 
I will in ten days assemble all the Mussulmen, and 
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kill the Gentlemen. Saying this^ they separated, after 
agreeing to meet the next morning at Sheik Hyder^s 
honse— that morning I came to the lady, who gives 
me victuals, and told her this. Besides this, I know 
no more. 

Q. — Did the conversation you mention to have taken 
place between the Facqaeer and the Sirdars, take place 
daring the night or day ? 

A. — On the I8th November^ at night, from ten o'clock 
until two. 

Q. — Mention the names of the Sirdars ? 

A. — Sheik Hyder, Subadar; Secunder Cawn, Sa- 
badar; Mnedoom, Subadar; Abdul Nubby, Subadar; 
and the Major Havildar*. 

Q. — Do you know whether these Sirdars have admi- 
nistered any seditious oath to the Mussulmen and 
Hindoo Sepoys ? 

il.— I do not know whether they have administered 

any oath. Sheik Hyder, Subadar, sent three Hindoo 

Jemadars on command, under an idea that they would 

not join them. 

PaUamcottah, \ (Signed) Iyen Pbrmaul. 

20/A JVooemder, 1806. J 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Sigaed) CrBO. Stratton, 

M^giftrate. 

Witnessed by 

J. Hepburn, 
J. Welsh. 

* He pointed them oat» after deteribuig tbem to the Committee, who 
iiftertedihdr names aftenrard8.»-J. Welsh. 
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Second Examination, Three Days after^ 



The Examination of lYEN PERMAUL, after being duly 

sworn, 

Q. — In the Deposition you before gave, you stated 
that you had orders from the lady to report the news 
of the Tillage, and that you knew that some conver- 
sations were passing between the Moormen — by what 
means did you find out such conversation had passed? 

A. — On the 16th of November, at night, I came out 
of my house to make water, when Sheik llyder, Su- 
badar, and two other Subadars, whose names I know 
not, and the Facqueerj^ were conversing together, as 
follows : ^^The former business seems of no use, and 
^* it is now quiet ; we must now act agreeable to 
^* the Letter received from the Southward ; come to- 
*' morrow, and we will talk together/' On this they 
dispersed, and the above I heard. I went to the same 
place twice after, but then there was no conversation. 
The third day they conversed, and having heard what 
passed, I related the whole to the Major's Lady. 

Q. — In what language did the conversation take 
place, which you first heard ? 

A. — In Malabars they conversed. 

Q. — In what language did they converse the second 
time, in the night of the 18th ? 

A. — ^They conversed that time also in Malabars« 

<^.~You have twice stated, that the Mussulmen 
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only conversed together — what reason could there be 
for Mussalmen to converse in Malabars ? 

il.— *The Mussulmen can speak both Malabars and 
Moors — at these times they spoke Malabars. 

Q. — Did it not strike you as extraordinary, that 
Mussulmen should converse on such a subject in Ma- 
labars ? 

A. — ^They speak both Moors and Malabars, and I 
therefore was not surprized. 

Q. — Where did they converse together, in the night 
of the 16th, outside or inside the Mosque? 
^ A. — There is a well near the Mosque, near which 
there is a house ; there are walls to the east and 
west of it : as they came into that house, I pretended 
to be asleep near a well to the southward of thle 
Mosque ; they followed each other into the house : 
while they were talking near the door of the house, 
I went and stood near a gate, to the westward of the 
Mosque. 

Q. — ^Where did they converse together in the night 
of the 15th? 

'^ il.— In the same. house:' I stood near the house^ 
outside the Mosque, and overheard them. 
- Q, — ^We have learnt by. the Depositions of several, 
that you and a Facqueer'had a dispute together — stated 
the particulars of that dispute. 

il.«— On the 17th of November, after tea-time, I 
went home — my wife told me the. following circum- 
stances : she said a Facqueer came and took away the 
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brattics I had : I asked him why he took it } he said^ 
'' Why do yoa ask? I choose to take it/' In this way 
be disputed it, and went away. Handy, a palankin 
boy, went and told the Facqueer that I had sent for 
him ; placing him near the door, he called ont to me 
and said, '' The Facqueer is come." I came out, and 
said, ^* What reason have you to quarrel here with a 
woman, while no one else is in the house?" — ''What 
did I say? Go/' said he. Three Lascars of the 
General Stores were near my house; I asdced them 
what had passed. They said, '' This Facqueer talked 
'' to your wife, as one would to one who had had her 
" price/' They further said, " He is in fault." I 
struck him one blow on the head, and said, '* What 
'' business had you to do so ?" and told him to go 
away. On that I went into the house, took off my 
clothes and turban, and came out again. The Fac- 
queer then again made his appearance, and said, ''See 
" what I will have done with you ; I will throw dirt 
" into your mouth, and in two or three days kill yon." 
On that I said in answer, "If you kill me, my master 
" will destroy your Mosque and your house." After 
that I went to my master's house. The Havildars, 
Subfkdars, Jemadars, &c, people came there after- 
wards at six o'clock, to make their report ; ^ey came 
and stood near the godown, sent for me, and said. 
Why did you beat the Facqueer ?" I said, "He used 
improper language at my house during my absence, 
" for which reason I beat him/'— They asked, "How 
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'* came you to beat a person living at the MosqoeY'" 
I answered^ ^* If a Facqaeer asks for my wife^ why 
*' should I give her to him^ or why be afraid of him V* 
Sheik Hyder^ Subadar^ on that said^ ''Why should 
'' you^ a black man, be afraid? all the Gentlemen are 
'' alarmed at the flag I have hoisted at the Mosque/* 
Saying this, he went away. This is what passed, 

Q.^— What is the Facqneer's name ? 

j1.— -I do not know his name*. 

Q. — Did the conversation on the 15th and 18th 
November, take place with that Facqaeer, or any 
other ? 

A . — It is not that Facqaeer, bat another. 

Q. — Did the Facqueer with whom you had the 
quarrel, live inside or oatside the Fortf? 

A. — I do not know whether he lives inside or 
oatside. 

Q. — Mention the name of the Faeqaeer with whom 
the Massalmen Sabadars and Jemadars conferred on 
the 15th and 18th November. 

A. — I do not know bis name. 

Q. — In your former Deposition, you stated that 
Facqaeer had come from Vellore — how came you to 
know he came from Vellore ? 

A. — At diflferent times he came like a beggar to 

* His name was Laull Sbah ; he was father to a Sepoy in the Corps, and 
llred in a small maeann behind the Barracks ; he was confined the first day, 
but released again next day, when I found who he was.— J. W. 

t Vide Lieutenant Gore's Deposition, p. 102 ; Court of Inquiry, p. 67i 
ahdl>ep<nAtton XlII. of this Appendix. 
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great Pagoda; Wa$h, and near the Idol put out the Lamp, 
as an additional oath to the trath of all you bave 
stated ? 
A.— I will take that oath. 
PMmcciM, -I (Signed) Iyen Permaul. 

2^d November, 1806. J 

Sworn to and signed in my presence, 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) ' J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 



Note written on board the Indus, 28M /iugust, 1807.— Before a single 
Native was examined at Madras, I proposed to the General Court Martial to 
prove all my Evidences, in this solemn manner; but the Court could not 
perceive any necessity for it. Eitwaur Syng, a Bengal Rajapoot, offered to 
be confronted with any of the Mussulmen, and to lift a red-hot cannon ball, 
in proof of the mutiny. (Signed) J. W. 

This IB an appeal resorted to by the Native powers^ on occasions that 
cannot be clearly proved by Evidence. 

Origrinsd Note by MsQor Welsh, — He went with Messrs. Stratton, Hepburn, 
and myself, to the Mosque, shewed us his own house, the weU, the Facqueer's 
hut. Use. ■ The weU is iliside of the Mosque compound, and several small 
houses have entrances to it on one side ; every thing appeared clejir as he 
described it ; and the Mosque (from its situation) must hare been a more 
aoq^icioas place than the hut. I solemsly declare, that he never made Che 
smallest complaint to me, agunst Sheik Hyder or any body, and was a 
quiet, harmless man, whom I never allowed to interfere in- any thing out of 
his own Une. We tliought him the least likely to be corrupted or connected 
with the Corps, which made Mrs. Welsh resolve to trust him with the 
knowledge of her suspicions of the Facqueers on the 14th, when we had 
learnt from Colonel Dyce the state of aff&irs in general, (he having only 
been with us since our arrival at Madura, on the march to PaUamcottah), 
Sheik Hyder had endeavoured in private, to persuade me to discharge him, 
and I believe wanted me to take his own brother in his room; but on 
inqmry, the information he. Sheik Hyder, gave me, proving false, I still 
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Kept him (the BaUer neyer knew thiB). The proximity of his houw to the 
Motqne, and the Barrack-street, must hare been the prindpal objection 
against him. (Signed) J. Wbubh. 

Madura^ \7th Ihcember, 1806. 

Abfe after hU BsanUnation at Madras^^l beliere it is generally known, 
how rery incorrectly eren the cleverest Native Interpreters translate or 
interpret, especially between the Malabars and English ; it will not therefore 
be wondered at, that the Evidence here recorded on the spot (when every 
thing was fresh in this man's memory) , and that produced in the P roceedings, 
should have some small variation, as four months had intervened ; and in 
all the Trials I superintended, as Judge-Advocate to the Poonah Subsidiary 
Force, as well as while on staff three years at Ceylon, I never saw a Native 
who perfectiy understood the nature of Question and Ansiaer, or who would 
not (through ignorance or villany) prevaricate at Cross-questioning. Tlie 
annexed sketch will serve to illustrate this man's Evidence. 
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DEPOSITION NO II. 

ne Examination of SECUNDER KHAN, Subadar, after 

being duly awom. 

On the anniversary of Kawder Oliah^ Sbeik Hyder 
boisted a flag:- 1 said to bim, it would be proper first 
to mention it to tbe Commanding Officer^ and tben 
boist it. On tbis be said^ I will mention it to tbe 
Gentlemen; and langbed. I remained silent. Tbis 
is all. 

Q. — Do you know aery tbing of tbe mutiny among tbe 
Sirdars in tbis Battalion ? 

A. — I do not know any tbing. 

Q. — Do you know if any Sirdars bave sworn any of 
tbe Sepoys ? 

A.— No. 
Paiiamcottah, \ Tbo mark of Secunder Khan, 

20M November, 1806./ Subadar. 

Signed in presence of 

(Signed) G. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

jVb^e. — This man having declared to me the night before^ '^ that he knew 
« DO more than that Sheik Hyder had told him once in the Mosque, that all 
** the Europeans were to be murdered/' was naturally the firstman we called 
upon to give Evidence, (expecting him to turn King** Evidence) ; but the 
Undal, a hardened villain, having been confined with him all night, we 
supposed had persuaded him to deny it when questioned again. 

Madura, Dec. 17, 1806. (Signed) J, Welsh. 
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DEPOSITION N^ HI. 



Copy of Translation. 



it 
ti 



RAM ASAWMY, o/" PallamcoHah, aged 19, being ^wm 

deposed aa follows: 

. • • ^ • 

Four of five days ago^ during tfa^ night/ as I wa^ 
going home, some people were assembled in the Se- 
poy's street, and conversing together to this purpose—' 
**That thirty or forty people had left BalaGhkut; 
that Tippoo's and the Nabob's* dependents were 
dead; that the French would give double pay; that 
■' it would be well to kill the white people.'^ In this 
way they were talking. They further said, that on 
the Bala Ghaut's people arriving, there would be con- 
fusion. I, upon this, went on. This is what I know. 
Two village people were standing in the road I took i 
I asked them who those were conversing together ; 
they said it was the Commandant and the Subadarj- 
just come from Shanganacoile. To this I said nothitig, 
nor did I mention the story before to my master, but 

kept it in my breast. 

(Signed) Ramasawmy. 
Pallamcottah, 
20th Pfovember, 1806. . 

# 

* This is not properly translated. 

t SyedCawder, Palankin Swbadar, now with the Rifle Corps. ^ 
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Another JSramtnalMi 0/ &AMA8AWMY. 

Q,— Toa before stated in jronr former Deposition, 
that you overheard the CommandaDt and other people 
talking together in the Sepoy^s street, while going home 
«tttigiit«-4ii what laaguagM wer« they conversing t 

j1.— Seven or eight persons were conversing together 
in the Muswlmen language. 

^.--^Yoa stated in your former Deposition, tka,i two 
of the village people were present, of whom you adbed 
who the pecsou were then conversing together—bad 
they beeor in our service, what occasion was there for 
yon to ask ? 

il.-«^From it being night tbeo, and not knowing who 
they wer^^ I was induced io ask« 

(^.-'-Gan you point out the two viUuge pao|rle "wbe 
infomod you who those persons were» or menlioa 
names? 

4 •"-! can neither point ihem out» "or mentiou their 
names. 

Q.'-^Yon asked the villi^ people who thoim were 
conversing togeth6r-<-*how came you io suppose Aey 
could give yon any information? 

il.«— 1 4}d not know that they could inform me^ as to 
who the persons were, but asked them of my own 
accord. 

Q. — ^While the Sirdars weia eonirei%tfaig togetber, 
were the vfflage people standing near them, or passing 
them at the time ? 



A. — ^Tlie persons conversing together were in a crowds 
as I passed^ and the village people aboat ten paces 
ffom theia» listening; but whether they hear4 tto 
words I mentioned, or not, I cannot tell. 

PaOamcoifah, I (Signed) Ramasawmy, 

'23rd November y 1806. i 

Sworn to and signed in presence o€ 

(Signed) G. Stratton, 

Witnessed by MagUtntc 

J. Welsh, 
J. Hepburn. 

Noie. — This boy's Evidence is not to be credited : that he was la tin plot, 
( hare not a doubt, for he had bee^ $]Ke a spy «poA oar arery a<#9P for 
thre^ months past { many people advised me to turn him off in conseqneaoe ^ 
but the consideration of his having lost his health with me, in the Athaweeay 
Qountry, two years ago (when I caught my o^rn fetar), alwpya pcsfStttci 
my doing so. I have idready stated, that he disappeared that OMyrnipgi 
and did n6t return till we were sitting at breakfast. He never opened hit 
month tHl after he saw me eeize all the arms, and bring the Native OAxn 
to my house ; when he told Mrs. Welsh and me, that he overheard S«« 
badars Sheik Hyder, Syed Cawder, Secunder Khan, and several others, 
talking in the Bkrrack-street, as he has stated — no mentbn then of village 
people I and he knows every Native Officer, aad every man of the Coq>s, 
having been brought up in it from infancy. 

He thought at first we knew every thing, and therefore wanted to save 
himself: next day he softened It off, and made use of vague expfttsioBf la 
serve the turn. (Signed) J, W«l#h. 

Madura, 17 ih December, 1806. 

Note, written on b9ard the Indtt*^ jiugutt 3U/, 1807. -^Aa -fOon as this 
boy was released (with my Butler) from confinement, I turned him off, as 
a traitor either to his master, or his ^eada the Moormen, and I have , 
never seen him since : this was at Pallamcottah, in the end of November. 

Although his Deposition, and some others, are neither matei^al, or periiapg 
favourable, I consider it my duty to publish all alike, ^.nd they will serve to 
show, what trifling prevaricating creatures the Natives are in general ; as 
every one, belbre beiAg iwvra, pretended tp pomeuaoiiie (UjeAd jpforoi^on 
on the maia flubject, (%nfd) J.W^i^u. 

p2 
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DEPOSITION NO IV. 

Thie Examination of PARYANA, Cook, of Madura, after 

being duly awom. ' 

Q.— Did you hear the quarrel between the Major's 
Butler and the Facqueer ? 

A . — r^have heard it, 

^.— State what conversation passed then? 

A. — ^While the Facqueer and Butler were quartelling, 
some Subadars^ whose names I know not^ came to 
the Major to make their report. The Subadars and 
Jemadars asked the Butler why he quarrelled with 
ihe.,.Facqueer, and why he struck him. The Butler 
answered, " The Facqueer said he would render my. 
^Mimbs motionless^ and kill me. I said, if you kill 
V ine> the Gentlemen would destroy the Mosque.'' On 
' that the Subadar said, ** By your and the Facqueer'^ 
I' .quarrelling, can my Mosque be destroyed by your 
f^meang? The Gentlemen are all afraid at the flag I 
*' have hoisted ;" saying again, "Can you do it?" he 
went away. This is what passed. 

% 1806. / 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Witnessed by ^ Magistrate. 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Wblsh. 



Paiumcottah, \ The mark of Paryana. 

28^A November, 



^ iVb/tf.— Thb is all in Malabars. The Subadar, ia erery Deposition, 
seenls to lay a great stress on his Mosque, when it is well known to bare 
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DEPOSITION N<^ V. 

The Examination of SEO LOLL SING, Jemadar (a Native 
of Bengal), after being duly ewom. 

' Q. — Were you present when Sheik Hyder, Snbadar, 
with some Uavildars and Naigues, came a few days 
since^ with a Facqueer^ to the Major's home, to lodge 
a complaint ? 

^.-^They did not come to complain, but to make 
their report. I was with them. 

Q. — State who was then with Sheik Uyder, to the 
best ofyour recollection ? 

A. — Ten Companies of Cote Havildars, ten Com- 
panies of Orderly Naigues, the Uavildar Major, the 
^^ . . . » • < 

Drill Havildar, the Plummet Havildar, and Secunder 
£han, Subadar. 

* Q.— Of the Uavildars and Naigues you have men- 
tioned, were they mostly Moormen or Hindoos? 

A. — Except myself, Mootoo, Havildar, Colunda, 
Havildar, and Gonojee Row, Hindoos; all the rest 
were Moormen. 

Q. — Was there a Facqueer then present, or not ? 

A. — ^There was. 



been built by Lubbehs, and to belong to them. It b not to be supposed 
that a man talking of his master's destroying the Mosque, and turning a 
Facqueer outside, could be intended to affect all the Moormen of a Battalion, 
vho had no share in. that Mosque (that is to say, further than country 
allowed). (Signed) J.Welsh. 

IStk December, 1806. 
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Q. — What conrersation passed between that Fac- 
queer and the Moormen ? 

A.'^They coavers^ in Malabars> wfakb I do not 
vnderstandi 

Q,.^]>i(} yon often observe any number of Moormen 
together converse in Malabars 1 

it<-^Wbile on duty, they used to convert both in 
Malabars and Moors. 

PaUamcouahi 1 Tb# mark of Seo Loll g4MC> 

tth Dteember, 1816. / Jemadar. 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton> 

Witnessed by 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

iV0/«.— The expressions of Sheik Hyder upon this oete^ft, ieem lo h««« 
been so eomino% that no man of the party appears to hare attended to them, 
as I questioned all those abore mentioned, and they said, ^' there were some 
' ' words pMsed, httt toot to extraordinary as to attract their attention.** 

(6%aed) J. W. 
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DEPOSITION N« VI. 



RAMASAWMY, of Kiatnagherry (Paynuuter't Writer), 

(^.— Do yon temembet, while cotting iixtb the Fort 
» few days ago with Smith, what passed ? 

:A.^If yt>ti inentii^n tlie«abject, I will without con- 
cealment say what passed. 
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Q.— Did you hear any mutinoas expressions from a 
Sepoy ? 

it.— A Sepoy standing within the gate of the Fort, 
said, '' The bad time for the white people is near at 

'' band/' 
Q,-*Wben did you hear tbes^ ei^pre^sioiui T 

4»'***I do not exaotly reQi9inl>f r tbe day* 

Q.*--Pid you ever h«ar at Qtber tiia^s swb #i;pfW' 
sions from Sepoys ? 

il.— A month agOj while goiiif out of the Fort, a 
Sepoy abused the Gentleman in bad Ifmguage^ wbUe 
near the main guard, under a tree; be also saidt '' tb^t 
'' the time for the Gmtlemen to depart wu pear/* 

^.^Was the St^ppy a Mttssufanan or a HiudoQ ? 

il.^A Musmbnan. 

Q.— Did you ever hear wy »0f0 unpr<^p?r »|pf«9t> 

sions from Sepoys t 

i4.— Since the day that the Sepoys killed the GeiiUf •* 
men at Vellore, I have heard them ablis« tbo fipglifb. 
p^i0m^t^, ^ (i^lgned) IUMA9AWMY. 

2^dNifvember, 1806. J 

Signed and sworn to in my presence, 

(Signed) Geo. Strattow, 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 



Magistrate. 



iVb^e.— AU this passed in Malabars «ta>. (Sigiied) h WSMip. 
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DEPOSITION No. VII. . 

WiliLlAM SMITH, aged 35, being duly 9wom, ^eposeth 

as follows: 

As I was returning from Mr. WethereH's garden^ and 
passing tlirough the Fort gate^ on the 18th or 19th 
instant (the day I do not exactly recollect), a Sepoy, 
then sentry, whom I took to be a Moorman, made use 
of the following expressions :. 
-^ (Written in Malabar). • 

- Or in English^ '' the day of disaster for the Eu- 
** ropeans is arrived.-' 

when the sentry used these expressions, Mr. 
Wethereil's Writer, Ramasawmy, was with me^?— ii^ 
order to be sure of the words, I desired Ramasawmy 
to repeat them, which he did. 

Q.-r At what hour of the day did you pass into the 
Fort? 
'it.— About twelve o'clock. 

Qi— Did yon immediately communicate these ex- 
pressions to ^ny person ? 
il.-— I told them to Mr. Sawyer. 

(Signed) W. Smith. 
Sworn to before me this 23rd day of November, 1806, 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Mag^trate. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

Ab/e.— -This paMed entirely in Malabars. (Signed) J. Wxuh. 
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DEPOSITION NO VIrt. 

The Examinati<m on Oath of SAMUEL SAWYER, 23r(l 

. November, 1806. 

Q.-*Did Mr. Smith communicate any thing to you 
respecting the conspiracy amongst the Sepoys'? 
' A. — Yes ; he informed mo that he had overheard a 
Sepoy at the main gate say (in Malabars), or in 
English^ *' the day of disaster for the Europeans is 
" arrived." 

Q. — On what day did Mr. Smith mention the abovo 

circumstance to you? 
A. — It was^ to the best of my recollection^ on thb 

evening of the 18th instant. 

Q. — What conversation passed in your presence^ or 
hearing, between the Native Officers confined in the 
General Stores, and the Sepoys, Non-Commissioned 
Officers who were guarding them, on the evening of the 
19th instant ? 

A. — I heard no conversation of any consequence 
that night respecting the conspiracy. 

(Signed) S. Sawyer. 

Sworn to in my presence, 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by - 
' (Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 
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DEPOSITION N^ IX, 

ANUNOOM SILVER, Smith, of PaUamcottah, aged 97. 
being duly $wof^, depoMe9 as follows : 

I do not recollect the day» but on that day when 

the confusion happened in the Fort^ I went to the 

Paymaster's house about some work; on returning 

into the Fort about seven in the eveningj two or three 

Mussulmen Sepoys^ of those turned out of the Fort^ 

said as follows, while standing under a tree: ^^The 

*' Mussulmen Sirdars have not told us their evil inten- 

tionsy from which circumstance they are secured, 

and are now in trouble ; had they told us before^ we 

might have acted with the Sirdars/' This is what I 

beard. 

The signature of Amundom. 
Pallamcottah, 
29th November, 1806. 

iVb^e.— All this in Malabars. (Signed) J. Welsh. 
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DEPOSITION NO X. 

VELAGANAUTEN, of Kytar, aged U, being sworn, 

deposes as follows: 

I went yesterday night to the house of Madar Sahib, 
the brother of Hyder Sahib. He said, ''Go to the 
Tappall Chouree, and give my salftmto Somasundrum 
Moodelly; tell him not to send to the Major any 
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'' Letter which may come from Madura^ Trichinopoly, 
'' or Chinglepnt^ to mine or my brother's address ; but 
^* to keep them^ and when my man comes^ to give them 
*' to hira^ or to send them to my house/' He told mo 
to say this ; I went this morning and told Somasandmm 
Moodelly accordingly* His brother-in-law^ Vakeel 
Moodelly^ was then with him ; his name I know not. 
This is what I know. 

(Signed) VfiLAGANAUTEN. 

Sworn to and signed in my presence^ 

Pallamcottahy 1 (Signed) GeO. StRATTON, 

20M November, 1806. J Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. WELSHi 

Note, — This man, on being called to my house to be examined, watched 
a fair opportunity, and ran away as hard as he could. Captain Pepper and 
come Sepoys followed, and secured him, (Signed) J. Wjblsh. 

Madura, December 17, 1806. 



DEPOSITION NO XI. 

The Deposition of SOMASCNDRUM, Tappall fVriter. 

Velagananten came this morning to my bouse^ aad 
said, '' If any Letters come for Hyder SaUb, Snbadarj, 
'' do not send them to the Majorca house; send them to 
*' the Snbadar's house^ or keep them at the Tappall 
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'* Chource." At that time my brotber-in-law, Appah^ 

sawmy, was present. • 

(Signed) Somasundrum. 

While Velaganauten said what is stated above, I 
•was present and heard it. 

(Signed) Appahsawmy. 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 



PtUlamcottah 
2QJh Nweniber 



^* \ (Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

, 1806. J Magistrate. 



Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. .Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 



DEPOSITION NO XII. 

The Examination of BOORAHAUN KHAN, Subadar, 

after being duly sworn. 

Q.— State what you said to the Major, the day you 
came from Command. 

A. — ^The day I came from Command, the Major 
asked me whether I was prepared to take a fresh 
Oath of Allegiance. I answered, I am ready, except 
in two things— one, to wear a hat; the other,, to quit 
my caste , and mix in your caste. Except these two 

'things, I am prepared to sacrifice my life. 

< Q.— What made you suspect that the Gentlemen 
had any intention' to make you wear a Aaf, or quit 
your caste ? ' . 
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A. — First; from the Gentlemen having sent luits for 
them to wear, who woald agree to do so. Secondly/ 
the Vellore story. 

Q, — Did the two circumstances you mention alarm 
the Sirdars and Sepoys of the Battalion ? 

il.— They formerly had doubts. 

The mark of Boorahaun Khan, 

Subadar. 
Pallamcottah, 

'27ih November, IS06. 

Note, — ^This Evidence comes from a man who had not been confined, 

excepting a few hours, when broaght under a guard from Calcaud. His 

sword was immediately returned to him. He told me before Colonel Dyce 

(to, whom I explained it), that he was fearful we would desire him to eat 

our food, which he could not consent to do. Mark the difference — Subadar 

Sheik Hyder and several others (from the same prison) assured us, '* that 

'* they would embrace our religion, and wear topics and crosses,** Can any 

man doubt their guilt after that, who is acquainted with their religious 

prejudices ? This Subadar informed me privately (for he would not own it 

in public), that the Vellore story was this — « The Europeans put raw meat 

** in the Sepoys* mouths, shaved their whishers, and made them wear topies" 

(Signed) J.Welsh. 
Madura, December 17, 1806. 

^ote^—ThiB Deposition serves to shew the cruel underhand dealings to 
which we owe the annihilation of the confidence and fidelity of a large part 
of our Native Army on the coast. (Signed) J. Welsh. 

. Indus, 2nd September, 1807. 



DEPOSITION NO XIII. 

The Deposition of MAHOMED ESHACK, Havildar Mqjor. 

On Snnday the 16th of November, having received 
the report of the ten Cole Havildars and the ten 
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Orderly Naiguea, Sheik Hyder^ Subadar^ beiag then 
drest^ came out of bijs bouse and asked me^ ** Ma-* 
** bomed Eshack, do you know what has appeared 
to-day?" ''Sir, I do not know."—'' The Majoj-'s 
Butler has abused Loll Shah, Facqueer, and made 
an attempt to strike him with a shoe, and said he 
would destroy the Mosque— what if he be the 
Major's Butler, has he such power? we will now all 
" go together, and make our report to the Majo?." 
At that time, the day officer, Secuuder Khan, Subadar, 
was present, as also Plummet Abdul Nubbee, Havildar, 
two or three Orderly Naigues, and two or three Cote 
Ha¥i)dars. As we went from thence, and eame toward 
the Major's house. Loll Shah, Facqueer, came and 
said, " the Butler has abused me, and beat nut wiUi a 
" shoe, and said he would destroy the Mosque," — on 
which Sheik Hyder turned toward me and said, '^Is it 
" not true what I told ytm ?** on that I said, " It is not 
" proper to go on the Facqueer's story /^ On that he 
said, " It is not only his, but the Tindal cfime and said 
** the same/* We all went from thence toward the 
Major's house ; on coming near the Major's outer gate, 
he' said to all, " I will ask and frighten the Butler — 
" you are all to say. You have abused the Facqueer — 
" the Moormen will be all one, and if Ibey overpower 
you, what will you be able to do ? You will all 
speak thus/*— By that time the Drill Havildar having 
broke the drill, joined us* We tiien went to the But- 
ler's pantry-door, and callad the Butler, and t^ked 
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bia all ibat iras to be asked, md that in a little angry 
way. On that the Facqaeer, standing in one side, 
called ont alond — the peo(da there then told the Fac- 
queer mot to call oat at the Sindar's gate. From 
thence we went to the Major's door, and made our 
report to the Major. From thence we again came to 
the B«tlor's pantry. We again sent for the Btttler» 
and said, '^ It is not proper for yon to do so." He 
answered, ** I have said— go where you wQl, to have 
'^ my head cut off.'' In this hardy manner did he 
answer. Sheik Hyder, Subadar, hearing this, said, 
** The Major having seen the flietg I have hoisted at 
the Mosque^ is much alarmed, and all the Europeans 
are alaimed ; all know, besides, that one Battalion 
''has mutinied up the country; under these circitm- 
^* stanoes, as yon have done a hardy thing, it will be 
^ hard for you — see and remember." On hearing these 
words, the Maistry Tailor became very humble, and 
said, " you were unwise to do so." — " I will fall to 
'' the Facqueer's feet. Sir," said be ; which he did. 
After that, Sheik Hyder, Subadar, and Secunder Khan, 
Subadar, talked to each other, about the Butler being 
a Telinga, and having overpowered a Mussulman 
Facqueer, and came to the Barracks. Sheik Hyder, 
Subadar, then wefit home, and the rest of the Subadars 
went to their respective homes : tbe Havildar Major 
having given Ihe parole to the C8te Havildars, went 
also to his home. 
Q.— By \diat flag, and in what place hoisted, was it 
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that the Major and the rest of the Gentlemen were 
alarmed? 
A. — I do not know what flag. 

(Signed) Mahombd Eshacr. 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 
PaUamcoitah, 1 (Signed) G. Stratton, 

2nd Dwember, 1806./ Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

iVb/«.— Although this Deposition has a specious uppearance, I am firmljr 
of opimon that it is contrived by all the prisopers, who were confined in one 
room (and who now began to be less vigilantly looked after), to deceive us, 
and induce their release, by throwing some appearance of blame on one 
man, Subadar Sheik Hyder (who was confined separately), to exculpate the 
rest, for no one of the Cote Havildars or Naigues present that evening, 
would corroborate it ; and this led to the clear Evidence of a Bengal Jemadar 
(lately promoted), which proved that they were accustomed to talk in 
Malabars, which he does not understand. (Signed) J. Welsh. 

Madura, December 17, 1806. ' 



DEPOSITION NO XIV. 

The Examinati(m o/" TYMAUN> Tindal, of Madura, on 

being duly sworn, 

Q.— Do you know the writer of this Letter? 
A. — Read it, and I shall be able to say. 
Q. — Do you know whether any Facqaeers have been 
here for the pnrpose3 of sedition ? 
A.'^I know one Facqueer-^there was a dispute 



bbtvr^en him and the Butler lyen Pennaurs wife:- on 
the Butler coming home^ she told him^ ^' the Pacqaeer 
^' has abused me/' The Butler, on hearing this story, 
asked the Facqueer why he had abused his wife, and 
gave him a blow. The Facqueer on this went to his 
house, and came back with a stick,. and said, *' You 
*' have struck me ; shall I now strike you, as you 
'\have struck me? I will contrive, so that in four 
'^days you will not be able to stir a limb; I will even 
^' have them cut off/' Having said this, die Butler 
returned for answer, ** I will get the Mosque pulled 
'' dpwn, and you turned out of the Fort"— at the same 
time tJie Butler told me and a palankin bay to go and 
tell the same to the Sttbadar. I went to Hyder Sahib, 
Subadar, and mentioned it to him. He sud, " What- 
** ever the Facqueer may have said» ought one to beat 
** him ? He ought not to have been struck, whatever 
*' abuse he might have given*'^ 

Q. — Mention the name of the Facqueer 1 

A. — I know not, 

Q.^^ls ho a Facqueer of this country, or not t 

A. — I have seen him here for the last nine months. 

Q. — When did the Facqueer say he would kill the 
Butler in four days ? 

il.— -Five or six days ago. 

Q.— Since the Facqueer is not of your xaste, how 
come you to know him these nine months ? 

A. — He lived at the Mosque, and used to take wood 
from passengers ; by that means I came to know him. 

Q 
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Q.r^Wbfin tiui FacqiLear alarmed the Batler aboat 
big iutfinAou to kill bim, wbat Mussulman Sirdars of 
th0 BaftalioBL were j^esent "t 

4*-TAt that time none urere near. 

/O.-rrWbat conrersaliou passed between the Butler 
and Sheik Hyder, aboat the English and Mnssnlmea 

4ftg#? 

4^r- The Butler having said that he would destroy 
th^ Mosque, and pull down the iag. Sheik Hyder 
said, *^Tbis has itot been done by the Gentlemen-^ 

''€«fiyou|)ffeetit?'' 

f^fUmmita^, 1 The mark of Tymaun, 

22nd November, 1806. J Tind^. 

Swpn^i tP «fi<| signed ii^ pre/^ence 9f 

Magistrate* 

Witness<»d by 

J. Welsh. 

iVb/e,--.Thi8 man has endeavoured to throw every thing on the Batlar's 
quarrel ; and^ unfortunately, the extraordinary Let^r whkll Wfi caUed ^yn 
to hear read^ was not for him, but pother Tindal^ which gave him fresh 
confidence, finding we were under a mistake (this Letter is translated in 
page 1^5). U irUI ftppetr CFident, if he was pment when Subadar Sheik 
Hyder and fhp Butler conrersed, that he haii conc^kd |he greater part of 
the truth there, and added a circumstance of this man's haying threatened 
to jmU down the fiag, which is not corroborated by any other Evidence. 
This Mosque belongs to Lubbehs, and i^X to S|^e^lL Hy^er^ pr the (Jorps, 

(Signed) J.Welsh. 
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DEPOSITION N® XV. 

SEVEREE^ of Madura, being duly sttorn, 4ep99es at 

follows : 

s 

f 

Six days ago>^ while the Facqaeer and tbe Butler 
Were quarrelling, the Facqueer said as foUaws, while^ 
standing near the godown; '^The Butler has strucjL 
" me without any cause ; if it is inquired into, it is 
** well ; if not, I will split my skull, and spill jnj- 
** I^lood at the Major's door/' On tbat> the percf^ps 
then standing there, asked the Butler, '^ Why did you 
'^ beat the Facqueer? he says he will split his skull/' 
On which the Butler said, '^ He went when my wife 
*' was alone, and abused her, for which reason | beat 
him. He said he would conjure me so, as to pre- 
vent my moving a limb. If you kill me, be true, I 
'' will (said the Butler) destroy the Mosque/^ While 
talking thus, the Subadars and Jemadars came to 
make their report. The great Mussulman Subadar 
then said to the Butler, ''Allowing even that yogi 
beat the Facqueer> what of that? You said you 
would destroy our Mosque : you are a Hindoo ; 
have you no fear 1 The Gentlemen are all frightened 
" at tbe flag hoisted; are you not afraid?'' Saying 
this, he went away. This is what I know. 

Q.— Did the Subadar speak those words in an angry> 
or jocular manner? 
i4*— In an angry manner. 

q3 
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Q.— Do yoa know any thing of the mutiny in this 
Fort, or have you heard any thing about it 1 

il.— I neither know it, nor have I heard of it. 

Q.«->Did you tell the Major's Lady any thing about 
a ghost ? 

- il.— A Commandant was formerly blown away from 
a gun-— 1 told her that his ghost was moving about, 
calling for bread and water. 

Q.— When the Subadar spoke in the angry manner 
you mention, who was present 1 
• il.— The Maistry Tailor Kanakarsoo; the Cook Per- 
ryana, and the other servants belonging to my master. 

PaUameoiiah, 1 The mark ofSfiVBRBB. 

239'd November, 1806. J 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton^ 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

iVbf«.— All this pasied in Malabon. She is a Afalabar woman, and Mrs. 
Welsh's ayah. (Signed) J.Welsh. 
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DEPOSITION NO XVI. 

The Examtnation of ERYANA DASAKUN, of PdUam- 
cottah, aged 38, an being duly moom. 

Q.— Did yoik hear of the quarrel at the Major's^ 
between the Butler and Facqueer T 

A. — I know nothing of the first quarrel— I know 
what passed at the Major's. 
Q. — State what passed at the Major's, 
it.— The Facqueer said, ** The Butler has struck 
" me ; I shall contrive that he shall not move a limb/' 
— ^The Butler then said to him, ** I will destroy your 
** Mosque." The Facqueer having told this to Sheik 
Hyder, Subadar, Secunder Khan, Subadar, the Major 
Havildar, the Drill Havildar, and to ten or twelve 
other Mussulmen Havildars, and having assembled 
them in a mob, came with them. I went from my 
master's to the godown; there the mob was assembled. 
On my asking Hyder Sahib, Subadar, What mob is 
this? he said, '' A shepherd caste woman brought some 
** bratties for sale ; while she was at the Butler's, the 
** Facqueer went to take some bratties ; on the Fac- 
queer's saying something to the Butler's wife, he 
struck him ; the Facqueer then threatened to render 
him motionless; on which the Butler said he would 
destroy the Mosque ; for which reason all the Moor- 
men are come to complain to your master." I then 
said, '' The Butler has done this without sense; have 
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*' patience/' I then touched the Facqneer's foot, and 
salamed to him, and «aid, ^' Do not tell my master.'* 
The Mnssulmen altogether then said, ^'The Bntler 
^' hsls said, that on account of the Facq^ueer be would 
^' destroy the Mosque; the Mosque is not his only, 
** but ours also : the Gentlemen were all alarmed at 
'' the flag formerly hoisted at the Mosque. He haa 
** said he will destroy the Mosque ; for which reason 
** we are come to complain— -from your desiring us to 
** be patient, we will," Oo that they went away. This 
is what passed. 

Q.—In what language did all this pasjs? 

A. — In Malabars. 

^aUam4»umh, "> The signature of 

Ekyana Dasakun. 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Gbo. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Wblsh. 

iVble.— This man is a tulor, whom I hare long^ emploj^d. He is a rery 
good mao, and much attached to me ; but a mere stmpleton. 

(Signed) J. Wslsb. 
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DEPOSITION KO' XVII. 

ALLAOHBRRY, Sepoy, of PaUameaiiah, aged ^, being 

duly 9wom, deposee aefolhwe : 

This tnoniing, abont nine o'clock^ while on Colotiers 
gaard, dome Moormen Sepojrs, who had been turned 
ottt of the Fort, passed in their way to Tinnevelly ; 
their names I know not : while passing, they said as 
follows : ** The Moormen bare (literally) spoilt them- 
" selves/' 

Q.->— What nomber of Mnssulmen Sepoys were then 
in your guard T 

^.— They were all Hindoo Sepoys. 

Q. — Can you point out the people who conTersed 
together to the tenor you have stated t 

A. — They were in a crowd; I overheard them, but 
cannot point them out. 

PaUame^ittth, 1 The mark of Allaghbrry. 

2Uf Jihv€mber, 1806./ 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Gfio. Stratton^ 

Aiagiatntt. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn^ 

J. WfiLSH, 

iVbltf.— The rest of the guard came to the same purpose, bnt I thought it 
too triyial to be noted down, (^Hglied) J« WsUB. 
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DEPOSITION NO XVIII. 

SOUBAH NAICK, Havildar, of Madura, aged 35, being 

duly ^orn, deposes as follows ': 

Yesterday eveBing, about eight o'clock, the Moor- 
men then out of the Fort conversed among themselves 
to the following purport : '' The Moormen have (lite- 
rally) ^' spoilt themselves: What fault attaches to 
'' one?" They said the above as they went along; I 
was then on the Colonel's guard. 

p«tti»co»aA» ^ (Signed) Soubah Naic^; 

21«f November, 1806. J 

Sworn to and ^igned in presenpe of 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 
(Signed) J. Hepburn, 
• J. Welsh. 

iVoir.— This man came into the Fort on purpose to inform me of what he 
had heard. (^ned) J. Welsh. 

Madura, December 17, 1806. 



DEPOSITION NO XIX. 

The Exfaminaiion of AYETWAR SINO/ after being duly 

sworn. 

Q.^-^Before you left this place, what did you say to' 
the Major on going to see him? 
A. — When I was about to proceed to Shevelpatoor^ 
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1 came to the Major's house to make my salams, add 

• » • 

said, " I am going to Shevelpatoor on command/' I 
then said, '' Sir, the Battalion has been in a state of 
'' mutiny ; be on yoar guard. If I stay, 1 should die 
'^ near you--if the Gentlemen introduce the turban 
'' again in this Battalion, or any way do any oppres- 
'' sive act, they will kill all the Gentlemen/' 

Q. — State what you know of any mutiny in the 
Battalion. 

it.— When the turban came, all the Sepoys and 
Sirdars consulted together, that if they wore that 
turban, they would all be turned into soldiers, and 
would be obliged to eat their victuals : on this, they 
consulted about killing all the Gentlemen^ if that 
turban were again brought forward. Being a Sepoy, 
and having ate your salt, I mentioned it to the Sirdar. 

Q. — You have stated that a consultation had taken 
place, not to wear that turban — when did it take 
place ? 

it.— When the turban arrived ; it was then the con- 
sultation took place. 

Q. — ^^Did any further consultation take place after* 
ward? 

it.— A consultation again took place, when it was 
determined, that if the turban were again introduced, 

• . • • • 

that they would sacrifice their own lives, and kill all 
the Gentlemen. 

<?.— Why did you not at the time state to the Major 
that consultation had taken place ? 
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il,-^The tarban having been laid aside, and all 
silent, I therefore then said nothing. 

Q^ — Why did you afterward mention it to fadml 

il.— On going away, and seeing him^ I felt sonow*^ 
ful, and without knowing if any mutiny would take 
place, I said that I would die near him. 

Q. — Before you left this, did you hear of any gliost 
going about the rampart ? 

A. — People said that the ghost of a Commandant 
was going about the rampart, and an evil spirit over 
the flag-staff. 

PaUamaatah, "^ The mark of Aybtwar Snffo, 

hth December^ 1806. J Sepoy. 

Sworn to and signed in presence of 

(Signed) Geo. Stratton, 

Magistrate. 

Witnessed by 

(Signed) J. Hepburn, 

J. Welsh. 

iVb/«.— To this ETidence I hare onljr to add, that as we natorallf ooiiv 
eluded he was fiilly acquainted with every thing, from the earnest mannep 
in which he warned me, ere his departure, I sent an Express on purpose to 
call him from his Command to g^re Eyidence. He arrlT^ on the SHi 
December, and was very unwell at the time \ a Mussulman also beinf the 
interpreter, he seemed cautious, and did not mention the names of indi?i- 
dvals, as he afterwards did, when gentlemen were the interpreters at Madras. 

(Sigaed) J. Wsisa. 

Madras^ ^/iri/1807. 

This man was strongly recommended to the Commander-in-Chief by the 
General Court-Martial, for his fidelity and zeal ; but not being taken any 
notice of, I pensioned him during my absence from the Coast. 

(Signed) J.W. 
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Copy of a Letter to Mr. Smith, Paymaster's Writer. 

From Pattameottah, at Trtehinopoly. 

Mr. Smith^ 

Bbyerting to fonner occarrences 

at Pallamcottab^ I recollect some intelligence that 

you gave me, regarding the treatment our Sepoys gave 

those persons who brought in mutineers, and some 

other circumstances, indicating a discontent among 

the men, particularly one, where some Sepoys were 

overheard discussing the subject of following the 

example set at VeUore, I will be obliged to yon, to go 

before a Magistrate and take oath, as to your know* 

ledge of every transaction of the kind, as I now find 

they were connected with subsequent ones. I do this, 

to save you the trouble of a trip to Madras, which 

might put you to much expence and inconvenience. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

Major, late Oomntanding 
PaUuncoktah. 

If you will show this Letter to the Magistrate, he 
will put you in a proper way of forwarding the De- 
position to me at Madras, without delay. 

Madras, 22nd Javvaary, 1807. 

iVb/«.— This man had a brother murdered at Vellore, on the ]Oth July, 
1806. 

I thought that Depositions would be admitted in my Defence at this time ; 
but on the Judge-Advocate General informing me that he could not allow 
me to produce them» I had Mr. Smith summoned, among others, but he 
refused to attend. 
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DEPOSITION NO XX. 

The Deposition of WILLIAM SMITH, Son rf John 
Smith, of the Protestant Religion, Writer to the Pay- 
master's Department of TriMnopoly, 31 Years of Ages 
taken before the Acting Magistrate of the Zillah of Tri- 
ehinopoly, on the Sth February^ 1807. 

It was some time in August last^ or soon after the 
disturbances at Vellore, that there were a number of 
deserters from that place apprehended in the districts 
of Tinnevelly/ and brought in to the Garrison of Pal- 
lamcottah, and taken to the Commanding Officer's 
quarters, under charge of some Polygar Peons, with 
pikes in their hands. As I happened to go into the ; 
Fort, I overtook the crowd which followed the pri- 
soners, when I heard several words, uttered by some ' 
person or persons amongst them (the exact expression 
of which I cannot at this distance of time call to my 
recollection), but it was to the following purport: 
*^ That the Polygars had been too officious respecting 
** the apprehending their countrymen, and bringing 
" them to be punished ; for what they did at Vellore, 
*' was to defend their caste and religion, which they 
" had much regsird for." There was such a confusion 
at that time, and being nearer to the Bazar than ta* 
the gate, I could not trace the person who spoke to 
this eflfect* I recollect all descriptions of people in 
this mob, and likewise some Sepoys in it. The time 
of the day was then between three or four in the 
afternoon. This circumstance I mentioned to the Rev. 
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Mr. Ringletaube, who acquainted the Commanding 
Officer, Major (then Captain) Welsh, and I was sent 
for by the latter Gentleman a few days afterwards, 
when I told him all then I knew, which I cannot now 
remember, excepting that which I have jost mentioned. 

(Signed) William Smith, 

Junior. 

Taken before mo this 8th day of February, 1807, 

(Signed) Char lbs Woo dcogk, 

Acting Magistrate. 

Note, — ^This Mr. Smith told me, that the Sepojs of the gate gvard abused 
the Polygarsy and got round them in a tamultoous manner. He also told 
me, that one of his conioopulies overheard some Sepoys talking in a hut in 
the Forty when one of them said, '' Why cannot we follow the example of 
** our brothers at Vellore?" He said that there was much apparent disgust 
among the Troops, but that my declaration on the 5th August had made 
them more moderate in their expressions. His information had induced Mr. 
Cochrane (Collector) and me to determine, that all mutineers apprehended 
in future, should remain in his custody outside, until the moment of sending 
them off. These half-caste people are the likeliest to know what is going 
on, as they generally understand the country languages, and the Natires are 
not afriud to speak before them. (Signed) J. Welsh. 



DEPOSITION NO XXI. 

The Deposition of a Moorman of the 1st BattcUion Srd 
Regiment, after Major Welsh's Trial was over, sent with 
. the Deponent to the Adjutant-General of the Army. 

Sheik Moheedeen^, Orderly Naigue 1st Company 
1st Battalion Srd Regiment, states, that in the month 

, * Tlus young man, who is brother to a Jemadar of the Corps, was one of 
those called to Madras to gire Eridenoe in my farour, but not examined in 
uy Defence, in consequence of the Mussulman preponderance at the time. 
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of Mohurram^ in camp at Ahmednagger, in the year 
1805 (answering to April in flnglish), after the two 
Habratta campaigns, a Nusaeekut Namah was brought 
to the Corps, and read by Sabadar Sheik Hyd^, and 
other learned men, to the Battalion, said to have 
come from Mecca, and to be directed to Subadar Sheik 
Hyder^, the purport of which was, to call all the 
Moormen to a sense of their religious duties ; that they 
were ambitious, and did not attend to morality, &c. ; 
that 6 or 700,000 men had lately perished, and all 
gone to hell ; that the doors of repentance were still 
open, but would soon be finally closed against all 
those who did not follow the tenets of their faith. He 
says the whole of the Mussulmen, and some of the 
Hindoos, were acquainted with it. It wa$ reported 
that similar Nusseehut Namahs had been sent to every 

country. 

When the Battalion arrived at Seringapatam, under 
Major Welsh, in February 1806, Subadar Sheik Hyder 
used to meet Subadar Mullick Sahib, of the Light 
Company 2nd Battalion 1st Regiment (alias Allawud-^ 
de^p); they were very intimate friend3« and feasted 
together. He mentions this, from having been told by 
Mahomed GoUop, Naigue of that Corps, that; the Su^ 
badar AUawuddeen js a prisoner, for similar practices. 

* This appears to have been a masterly stroke in Sheik Hyder, to establish 
his own supremacy oyer all the Mussulmen of the Corps, which was paying 
the way to his future projects of ambitious treason. 

(Sifqed) J. Wbuh. 
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Wbeo at Pallamcottab^ Sbeik Hyd^r boisted a greeti 
flar oa a tall 9taff at tbe Jf osqa9> and tbe attendants 
called out, '' Daan Jaggah^ Canffar Bbaggah's V He did 
not see ^t taken down, ae it was done secretly. Sheik 
Hy der beeame, as it wene, a great Nabob ; that he had 
several people in his pay, who proclaimed his titles 
and praises as be moved aboot tbe streets ; even when 
be came to report to Major Welsb» these people re- 
mained at the corner of the garden wall, and as soon 
as he returned, they gave information in the same 
style ; and that even the Native Officers were afrai4 of 
him; that when Sh^ik Hyder took the new muster 
turban to his house, his uncle* was with him, and 
called out, in presence of several Sepoys, &c. ** Ton 
** put on this turban to-day, and to-morrow you will 
" sit down and eat with them/' 

It was Qustemary for Abdul Nubby^ Sheik Nutter, 

* Subadar Sheik Hyder's tincle was a pensioned Sabadar (put on the 
NoB-ESSecliTe List for being opneemed In a mutiny in tiie 7 th Battalion at 
Manarin 1796) ; he was stationed at Chingleput, nearWallajahbad, and pai4 
his nephew a visit in July. He went away from Pallamcottah in August, 
after hanng done all he could to inflame the minds of the Sepoys there, and 
h^ vQft Vkfiif i9»nried ^tk fm «n iliTit^lioii to Allftwuddeen At WslUJahbad 
(tiie ringlefMler of an intended mutiny in the 2nd Battalion Ist Regiment 
Natiye Infimtry) , to commence their massacre about the same time with their 
fidends at IViUamcpttah. This Allawud4een was hetrayed through the JUkUiy 
of one ittan. Who preferrin|^ l^b dpty to the false doctrines of his religion$ 
gave information to Captain Hughes of that Corps, and secured the Evidence 
of s^yeral Hindoos, Slc, by which the plot was defeated, and AUawuddeen 
e^^^ned in jpnson a( Madras. This faithful Mu^i^ulmfin (wfiose name is 
Mahomed GoUop) has since been promoted and rewarded by Goyemment, 
as also Captain Hughes's Mopnshy (another honorable Musfulmiin) , who 
gare information of another plot. (Signed) J. Wft^SH. 
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Gurreem Sahib, Sotibah Naigue^ all Native Officers^ to 
assemble at Sheik Hyder's house and play at cards^ 
There were two Facqueers lived in his house^ who 
always called out ** Deen> Deen/' when he appeared. 
There were at the time of the flag, constant reports in 
circulation, that Europeans were coming, and that the 
men were to. have their whiskers taken off, &c. &c. 

Sheik Hyder used the Sepoys to work for him like 
Coolies; the Major's Tindal was like his slave, and 
when he hoisted the green flag, he (the Tindal) climbed 
up and called, " Yallee, Yallee r 

Q.— How long had you formerly resided at Pallam- 
cottah ? 

A. — Five or six years. 
. Q. — Had Sheik Hyder ever hoisted a green flag on 
former days at the Mosque, in the Fort of Pallamcottah ? 

A. — Never : he put up a small orange flag in former 
days, at a little Muckaun of a Facqueer, in another 
part of the Fort ; but that is a proper and customary 
flag*. * - 

Q.-^We do not wish you to criminate yourself, but 
to establish facts, and prove the guilt of your superior. 

A. — ^Whatmore can you wish to establish? is not 
the act of hoisting this flag, in itself, a proof of his 
crime, in establishing his own authority over his 
masters, and making himself a Hakimf ? 

Q. — Did not Sheik Hyder assemble large parties at 

• Vide Evidence of Gunnojee Row in my Defence, page 109. 
t Judge or Ruler. 
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his house, not only of Native Officers^ but of great 
Massalmen at Tinnevelly? 

A. — ^Yes, constantly. 

Q. — Did you see any puppet-shows at the Barracks ; 
and what did they represent ? 

A. — ^There were representations of Europeans and 
Native Troops^ also Mogul Troops^ fighting up and 
down, and Officers on horseback with drawn swords^; 
and we were taxed by the Native Officers to pay 
them. The Hindoos exclaimed against it> as likely 
to prevent a good fall of rain. 

Q. — ^Which party appeared to conquer ? 

.4*—- It was impossible to tell. 

(A True Statement). 

(Signed) J. Welsi*, 

Major. 

R. T« Hughes, 

Captain*. 

K. B.— This information was given us, and repeated 
in presence of Ramah, Sepoy, and Eitwaur Syng, 
Sepoy, who both corroborated every part of it. 

(Signed) J. Wblsh, 

Mijor. 

R. T. Hughes,' 

Captain. 
Madras, 4th August, 1 807. 

t Vide Colonel Dyce's Letter, No. IX. page 169i 
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An exact Copy of the Rev. Mr. RingUtaubfs Letter. 
'« To Mqjor J.WeUK Esq. Madra$J' 

PaUameotiahf 

My vbry dear Sir^ 

I AM bappy you are arrived 

safe and well^ with your Lady and little Eliza, at 

a place where I tmst justice will be done to yon. I 

did not come home till last night, and that is the 

reason why I did not answer yonr Letter sooner. 

Ton ask a solemn declaration, on certain points that 

have come to my knowledge during the conspiracy. 

I will w^te all I know, to the best of my recollection; 

and as- my recollection of this affair is pretty strong, I 

think I :ShaU not commit any material fault. Perhaps 

I may make an error as to dates, as I kejpt no diary 

during , the alarm; but they will not be such as to 

disguise facts. 

A day or two previous to the i6th November, 1806, 

you took me out a ride, and communicated to me, 

that Colonel Dyce had ordered you from Tutucoryn 

to your post, and that you ought to be on your guard 

against a plot in the Battalion, by no means trusting 

to appearances of loyalty, Sec. £tc.; you seemed at a 

loss how to act upon an emergency, but thought it 

would be most proper, if there were marks of mutiny, 

to draw up the Battalion and address them, at the 
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risk of yoai life, ia ordet to a^ time to tbe ether 

JEuropeanfi Xsi escape, Yoa added, ?^^^ I MtM^^ 
you te fly too, you wou^ be hajpp|r to die* doui^ ^9!!f^ 
duty^ but, af^tei; all, you thought your Cor)^ iaeapable 
of.treapher; agaiust yoa and the other Gentlemen, 

Jfrpm^whom they had never experienced any thipg bj^t 
i^indness. On the 15tb, Saturday^ my good friend 

' Padri Emmanuel de Cadutosy sent his Catecbist with 
a salam, and inquiry when I intatded to go into the 
cou?f^rj^— -I asked where he wished me to go, thinking 

.he desired me to settle some differences between bis 

^ajBid o^r Christians. The man rej[>lied, the Fadri had 
ftnpntipne(| no particular place, he only wanted to know 

-tvh^n I would go into the country — in the couMe of 
the month, I answered, and observed tbe man looking 
fiignificandy a^d disappointed at me« I sent word I 

^sliould be glad to see the Padri ; but he never came, 
though he stayed three days longer. 

f Jxk .the evening <^ that datf, at eight o^clock,. my 
people, going to .prayer^ obseryed blood sprinkled at 
the church door: my boy tasted it, and said it tasted 
and smelt like that of a fowl ; but they did not tell ma 

Ahen. 

Next morning, the IGth, being the Lord*€^ Day, at 
6k A.H.f I walked in my verandah, meditating, my 
«ermon. My boy told me repeatedly of blood at the 
church, and at last prevailed on me to come and look 
at it— I found two handfuls sprinkled on the foot of 
each post of the middle entrance^^they showed me 

r2 
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a bloody track, leading from thence over a tomb-Jitone, 
to the tomb of Mr. Hay*, late Lieutenant, where it 
went all round, and then ceased ; nor could it be 
traced in any other direction, I was struck more and 
more, the longer I looked : neither a bleeding nose, 
nor a wounded animal, could have been the cause. 
I concluded it was a sacrifice. Whilst my people 
washed it off^ as I ordered them, I stood musing, and 
an old Moorish woman passing by (the widow of the 
late Doctor to your Battalion, I think), asked me, 
with a curious look, what it was that drew my atten- 
tion? ** Nothing,'' t replied. The woman, to whom 1 
bad shown some kindness, walked off, shaking her 
bead ; but it did not then strike me as worth bestowing 
a thought upon it. - ^ 

After service, I showed the track to Mr. Douglas, 
Lieutenant Dumas, and Captain Pepper. I think 
they said, it was very strange; and Mr. Dumas added, 
during the rebellion in Ireland, blood had often been 
found sprinkled in such places, where the rebels 
meant to commit a massacre, and this always had 
happened four days previous to the outrages com- 
mitted. Then, for the first time, a thought came into 
my mind, that perhaps the Padri wanted to warn me 
and the Gentlemen ; but I do not think I mentioned 
It. In the course of the day, several Officers called, 
I think Captain Wilson among them, and expressed 



• HUl. 
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increasing alanns. I do not recollect whether Captain 
Wilson called on Sunday or Monday, but he too con- 
sidered the blood at the church a warning. On Mon- 
day, early / think, you called, and told me the story 
of the ghost, and the reluctance an old faithful Su- 
badar had expressed to leave you— you desired me to 
let you know if I discovered any thing. On Tuesday 
your apprehensions grew stronger, and I communicated 
to you my idea, that perhaps the Padri was the author 
of the blood — you took no notice ; but soon wrote me 
a Chit, desiring me to send the Padri to you. I sent 
for him, but he had left the Fort about five o'clock, i 
mentioned to you, that the praying and groaning had 
been uncommonly strong at the Romish church, which 
is the case when these Christians intercede for a 
design of importance to be carried into execution, the 
Dature of which they often do not know, I thought 
the Padri had heard something at confession, from 
one of the seventy Romish soldiers in the Battalion, 
and prayed for the aversion of the evil; and this I 
mentioned to you. 

On the 19th, Wednesday, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, Mr. Sawyer rushed into my bungalow, pale 
as a corpse, telling me of the alarm that had broke 
out. I ran to the parade, and found you and Mr. 
Dumas armed with musket, and forming about 200 
3epoys opposite to your house — you called out, '* Let 
'' us thank God, Sir, we have escaped immediately 
'^ death from the treacherous Moormen \" and desired 
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me to stay at youir boose with Mrs. Welsh. " We wiff 
'* all keep together/' you said . When I saw Mrs* Welsh 
she was greatly agitated, took me into the billiard- 
room^ and told me, that by her desire the Butler 
had dodged the Snbadars to the Mosque, where he 
overheard five of them planning a conspiracy— the 
Bindoos ^being cowards, should not know it— ^in ttie 
eVening the Subadars should assemble at 'Sheik 
Hyder's for a supper, where the jplah should be di- 
gested — wif hin ten days we were io be murdered^ 
or immediately, if any thing should transpire. ToA 
Know, Sir, in our dispersed state, this wbtild baT^ 
been very practicable ; and in j|;eneral, if the plot had 
spread 'in the least, we must have been uddone, as 
Sheik tlyder had contrived to send all the Hindoo 
Subadars away, and get his relations into the Corps ^, 
After this. Captain Pepper de^red me to assist iii 
liiardin^g the Subadars— they were all sitting on chairs'^ 
with their side-arms, in your closet ; many seemed to 
he greatly apprehensive; only one of them (Capt^ii 
Pepper, I think, said it was the Havildar Major) 
iltalked proudly up and down, and seemed to meditate 
with great uneasiness — ^they talked Hindoostaiiny t6 
each other. I told Captain Pepper it wias rmprop»er 
they should be left together, talking and armed ; but 



* This remark is a very Just one, for we took upwards of 100 Moormen 
fnito Uie CorpBy recommended by Sh^ Hyder and oUiem, •• their ponneapons. 
In the room of Hindoos, &c. turned out in July and August. 

' (Sighed)' • J.W. 
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he said, "Nerer mind, we can heat every woM/^ 
Soon after, however, he sent me to yon, to inquire 
whether they should be disarmed. Ton replied. Nut 
yet; yon had too few men collected to venture on 
additional steps. Meanwhile, all the Moormen were 
turned out. I understood they remained all day» 
threatening, before the main gate. You took several 
measures for our security, and then came and die* 
arme4 the Subadars ; the Havildar Major parted last, 
and seemingly with hesitation, with his sword. I then 
went into the hall, and sat down with Mr. Hepbnm> Dn 
M'Cabe, Mrs. Welsh, &c. talking on the late events, 
J. said, I was afraid sufficient Evidence would not be 
collected, as the prisoners were not separated. You 
came in and said, '^ Depend on it, there will be plenty 
'/ Evidence — I know who toill turn King's EMdence.'^ 
The same evening, or the evening following, I cannot 
recollect which, Mr. Gore told me, on condition of 
secrecy, that an old Subadar had said to you in his 
hearing, '' What is it, if Sheik Hyder at the Mosque 
'' said to . me, let us kill all the Europeans.^' He 
lidded, that this man would turn King's Evidence. 

What passed in the night, I cannot tell, as I slept 
very sonndly till sunrise, for which I was found fault 
with by all the Gentlemen ; bujt my mind was worn out 
with fatigue of thinking. 

On the day following I heard Sheik HydeT had given 
order to the podt-office, to send the letter-bag to hl$ 
houife^ before he s^ait it to you. This WHter was aei4 
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to have desired yoa^ that you would open the Letters, 
if any, that came from Madras and other places fre- 
quently to Sheik Hyder — you told me several sus- 
picious Letters had been discovered, especially one 
in inverted characters, from Ramalingum to his bro- 
ther. Reports prevailing, that the Moormen turned 
out would fall upon us in the night, you took several 
necessary precautions. 

The Tindal was examined, and then put into a little 
room adjoining the billiard-table, where you put one 
sentry over him, whilst you and Mr. Stratton pro- 
ceeded to examine an old Subadar. The Tindal, hear- 
ing the man's negative answers, smiled triumphantly 
at every one of them. I asked whether he was to 
bear what the other said. Mr. Stratton answered, it 
was of no consequence. He then told me the old 
man had revoked all he had said the day before in 
your hearing. 

On the 21st (Friday) Colonel Dyce arrived, in the 
morning. He approved, I understood, of all you had 
done. He swore the Hindoo Sepoys anew : they gave 
three cheers. In the evening, some of the prisoners 
threatening Captain Pepper, and proving very unruly. 
Colonel Dyce gave orders to confine them all in irons, 
and very properly; for without irons, they were far 
from being well secured in a mud-wall building, sof- 
tened by them about the slight window .with water. 
Had they broke out, which was possible, they would 
have been in possession of our arms and 'Strong-hold. 
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Many of us most have bled before they could have been 
reduced^ and we might still have been overcome* You 
always thought^ and do thinks different from me on 
this point. I will only add, that Sheik Nutter and 
another Subadar were put apart in godown at your 
house: here Sheik Nutter harangued the guard in 
Malabars, desiring them to come to his assistance. I 
happened to be there, and when I thought the affair 
might become dangerous, ran to tell Colonel Dyce. 
He came and spoke to him, but the fellow continued 
very noisy, not minding the Colonel at all. I then 
went away, and after an hour or two found him quiet. 
Some Gentlemen said he was a jolly fellow, and had 
got drunk; but he certainly had the full use of his 
tongue, and I have no doubt, had the guard (drawii 
up in the Court) listened to his persuasions, he would 
have had the full use of his hands and feet also. 
. On the 22nd, being more at ease,. Colonel Dyce, 
you, Mr. Stratton and Hepburn, set about a serious 
ipquiry for Evidence. I was sent for at tiffin-time, 
and you communicated to me the anonymous Letter, 
This shall be the conclusion of my narrative. When 
we had decyphered a little its mysterious character, I 
thought it was written by a heathen, who had assume^ 
the garb of a Christian. Its date and direction dis* 
played an inconsistency, on account pf which we 
despised it : it must have been written after Colonel 
X)yce came from Courtallum^^the contents were as 
follows : " In travelling to — *- x — Pattuam, I over- 
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** beard a conyersation between tbree Facqdeers In 
Nawab's Chodtiy, to tdik eSecf — a conspiracy waii 
set a-going among tbe Moormen— Sbeik Hyder air 
tbe bead^ Ramalingilm and Hadhoo Row joining — 
Bainalihgum bdd barbdnred one of the emissaries in 
'' bis bbnse — ^tbe Europeans to be murdered— a camp 
^' to-be formed — Ramalingum and Mnkoo Row to 
*' have- tbe supplying of it — tbe King of Travancore 
<< and the Polygieirs would join tbem.^ It struck ni^ 
Imiiiediately/ tbat Ramalingum> just ^t tbat critical 
time, -kicked up a rout ^tb the King of Travancore, 
pretending Colonel Macaulay's authority for doing so. 
Tbe King was said to have come in person to com- 
fdain to tbe Colonel^ and when Ramalingum waii 
delivered up to him, put him in fetters^ and a few 
days after made up matters with him graciously. How 
much truth in this report is, I camiot tell; if it is true, 
it renders him suspicious — ^but btek to itbe anonymous 
scrawl: it was signed with such a cross -{"• When 
I bad left you*, and reached my bungalow, I saw a 
little white flag, with exactly such a cross, flying 
before the Romish church ; I bad never seen it before ; 
it seemed to say to me, tbe writer of that Letter is to 
be inquired of where this flag flies. I returned to g^ve 
you notice ; the Grentlemen desired me to make further 
inquiries; I went to Mrs. Copeland, she told me this 
was an extraordinary thing; I departed ; but she called 
ine in a second time, and said, " This particular cross 
*' was always hoisted on All Souls Day, to put Chris- 
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" tiians in liitiid oJf praying for the poor sonls in pnr- 
** gatory." 

Accordingly it cohtinoed flying before the Romish 
chuirdi till we went away. All fnrtlier inquiries con- 
cerning the writer of that Letter were in vain— only so 
much i ebnid ascertain, thAt if a Christian wrote it, 

'it _ 

it was not written in the Po*tl 

As r^sh to harry otf this Letter with to-day's post, 
I must bredt off. Dear Sir/ you have certainly acted 
as well as circutnsiahces would permit, ^^our^su^- 
periorin Confniaiid bas^appToved; and even exceeded 
what' you did. When^ your^ase shkll be impartially 
cbh^idered, justice Witt be done to you. The Inquiry 
made at this place, was neither fair nor full : nien 
i^rejtidiced • were the inquirers; you and ^youf Wit- 
nesses' were |>reViously marched away-Mifhat can be 
the result? Such as it isl At your Defence, please 
to recollect, . . 

1. That you were under orders to look out fbr A 
conspiracy. 

' 2*. That sevfehtl presutoptive proofs occurred.* 
' 3. That there wad, and is, ^ full, clear, and coti- 
klstent £vidence-^that of the Butlet. Tb object this, 
because the Butler pretends to have heard the con- 
versation in the Mosque in Malabar^, is nugatory. 
Toti'ktiow, as well as every body else, that the Moor- 
men Subadard in general talk Malabars with great 
fluency. 

4. That the Subadars had two great advantages 
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given them : by not being separated at first/ and by 
afterwards being favored in the Inquiry by the preju- 
dices of the Officers of the 4th, and their not being 
sufficiently acquainted with the Hindoostanee ; at 
least such is the report, for I know none of them per- 
sonally, except Lieutenant Robertson, If, with an 
able friend, you go over the Minutes of the Inquiry, 
you will find much to object. For instance. Sheik 
Hyder and Havildar Major are accused, that when 
they had positive orders to go to the Judge's, they 
did not, and thereby betray their guilty consciences. 

il.— *We went, but when we came near the Judge's 
bouse, we heard the alarm beat, and run back to the 
Fort. 

^,-^As you were so near, why did not you quickly 
run there, and then come back ? Is an Officer that 
has positive orders to go and execute a commission at 
a certain place, to run back when he hears the alarm 
beat, without doing his commission ? 

If you had run back, the Officer of the main gat^ 
would have been and apprehended you there? — Has 
the Officer seen them coming back? — Did not Mr. 
Dumas see them in the Fort, and skulk away from his 
sight ? — When did this happen ? 

Such, and other questions concerning place an<) 
time, and the confronting of Witnesses, would show 
the futility of their answers; but, alas! the Committer 
of Inquiry declares, that on this point the prisoner^ 
cleared themselves entirely^ 
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Be of good courage, my dear Sir; the Crod whom jrotl 
serve, will deliver you : truth will at last be brought 
to light by him. I declare before his presence, in- 
stead of a solemn oath, that the above statement of 
circumstances that have come within my observation^ 
is as correct as I can give it from my best recollection, 
and I wish this declaration might be of use to you. 
Had you made more than a half-confidant of me 
during the alarm, perhaps I might bring more im- 
portant things to your recollection. 

Make use of what I have written as you please. 
Give my best compliments to your Lady, and the 
Officers of the 3rd now with you ; and believe me to 
be, with more regard than ever. 

Dear Sir, 
Your huinble obedient Servant, 
(Signed) Will"- Tobias Ringletaubb.. 



Copy of a Written Deposition sent by Mr, Stratton to 

Major Welsh. 

Q. by Sfajor Welsh — ^When I waited on you on the 
18tb of November, what conversation took place be- 
tween us and Mr. Hepburn ? 

A. by Mr. Stratton — When you waited on me on the 
morning of the 18th, you mentioned to me that blood 
had been spilt at the church-door the night before, and 
carried from thence round the grave of an Officer who 



iMkd recently died ; that a ghost bad beenseeii :walkiiii; 
Iherxa9if#rtai who, on 1>§ing chaUenged, iQalled out, 
il^eringii^e, and disi^ppeared ; that it was beliered in 
the Fort to be th^ ghQ^ .9^ ft Snbadar vflfp haji for- 
imsrly bjd^ i^hot ^t. l^i^Uamcottah for miitiny. Toa 
bH^o mentipdi<^.d^ that a Sepoy^ named Ayetwar Sing, 
had called. pn yoa t6 take leave previous to bis going 
to Sunkernacovil ; that you observed an unusual ear- 
nest manner about him; Aat he told you he considered 
you as his father; that he would, sacrifice his life for 
you ; thftt th^re was no faith or hon^r in a blaqk man ; 
that if the Corps could so far forget their duty as to 
endanger your life, that he would die in your defence* 
You further mentioned, that you feared, from the 
above circumstances, that some incendiaries were 
tampering with the Troops ; that you knew of a Fac- 
i%ueer in the Foi^t^ who went by the name of the Vellore 
Facqueer, whom you had reason to suspect. I put a 
Letter of Government; in confidence, into your bands, 
directing me .tp keep an eye on such religious mendi'^ 
cants, who it was known were spi^ead about the country 
for the purposes of sedition— you promised to point 
^Wt the person, above alluded, to; ,fqr n|e^ to seoare. 
We then consulted on what was best to be done about 
the blood spilt near the church, and the ghost: we 
agreed not to take notice of the former circumstance, 
but to use every endeavour to secure the incendictry 
who had put on the semblance of a ghost. The allpve- 
mentioned circumstances are, to the best of my r^col*- 
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IectioQ,'th& principal subjects of conversalien which 
passed between as- on the morning of the 18th No- 
r^fph^r, at my house. 

'Q.-:-Pid you not shew me a circular Letter from 
GoT^mment, about the apprehending Facqueers, &c. 
and what w^re the contents of it ? 

4 .r— This question is answered to the first question* 

' Q:^— Did you not approve of all my public measures 

frop the 19th till the 21st, when Colonel Dyce arrived ? 

A.^-My advice to you on the morning of the 19th, 
was to parade the Corps^ and seize the ringleaders of 
the mutiny; when J aftemoards learnt from you^ on 
going into the Fort, that an attempt had been made on 
your life, by a Sepoy levelling his musket at you*, and 

* Mr. Stratton had forgot, Uiat it was Lieatenaot Gore who informed ttf 

f\i9f^ oltli^.Sepof ^beingknofked down for ^napping a loaded piece — I nerer 

asserted that it was particularly aimed at my person, but by all accounts 

(and it was generally known at the time) it was pointed at four of us, then 

\i^,pj^ ^i^lfB^t}uiya^9Xki.^fSkd there was spch a scene of c<|nfusion at the 

time, that no further, notice was takei^ of it, nor did I afterwards attempt to 

apprehend the culprit. Let me add, that I was happy to secure the arms 

uvithflHl blpciAihed* for I (Mill flit .a^reg^d f(« tbfi Cpiips OfrliicliihPfe i^o 

know me, can alone appreciate) ; and I always considered the Sepoys as 

misled byl^eir superiors^-^ proof in poiht^~i8~'the'*reIeaie'' ofmyTyrderly, 

waecMe4'o£aBi|tijiotis iflxpressiona.at that very moment iAi|d .h^^, l^ft me 

affirm^ Mt I want^ no eatcuse^foKJACiiQiig theJ^tisie QJIc^ni, j^r 4ii||grqi^uig 

•^the'Miissttlmen; and I ^peal to any man of sense,, how the ringleaders of a 

•tentiny '(tlifrsxtent of whiich. was iu>t folly known) tponld be seized, or the|r 

■pevs6na.bfe secnred aiteiwardk, by seTeSi pec^le, wbik af ms were ^ft m the 

Chalids of 1000,. ail of wholn,, perhaps, might be interested in their release; 

It therefor^ became kbsobitely tteoessaryto make an immolate distinction ; 

and the Native Officers'being all Moontfen, and a Mnefiolman i^lot already 

detected in other quarters, I determined to disarm the Mussulmen alone, as 

■ the' only mea^ left of presecfing.our trust; at the saone time I confided 

arms but spariagly.to the'r^st, and made them relieve .^ch ptiier :at each 



it 
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'ivho had been prevented firing, by some one knockibg^ 
him down; that a Native Officer had been observed 
loading a musket with the same view — adverting alsb 
^o what you mentioned having overhesird a Native 
Officer say on the night of the 19th, while shutting the 
door of the godown in which he was confined^ *^ That 
he knew nothing ; that he overheard Sheik Hyder 
say at the Mosque, that they must kill all the 
Europeans." All the. above circumstances corro* 
berating in a manner the Evidence afterwards taken of 
a conspiracy, certainly induced me to approve the 
precautionary measures taken by you between the 
19th and the 21st, for the security of the Fort. 

Q.-^Did you not see and approve all the Letters I 
wrote on the 19th and 20th, viz. one to Colonel Camp- 
bell, two to Colonel Dyce, one to Colonel Agnew, one 
to Ceylon*, and one to Quilon? 

A. — I do not recollect seeing any Letters to Colonel 
Dyce of those dates, before their dispatch ; one to 
Colonel Campbell of the 19th was left with me to 



post, with only muskets sufficient for the number on duty ; adding all the 
drummers and fifers (Christians) to our own small party; and at the moment 
I marched the Moormen out of the Fort, I assured them of my confidence 
that most'of them would prore innocent, though my duty compelled me to 
separate them from their Native Officers, until an investigation shoold have 
taken place. Not an unkind expression escaped me to any man, and they 
all acknowledged the justice of my proceedings, nor did one of them ever 
offer to vouch for the innocence of any one of the Native Officers. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 
* Here I refer the reader to the Letters themselves, which prove that the 
Ceylon one was first written. Vide page 58.— J. Welsh. 
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dispatch by express^ on yoiir leaving Mr. Douglatt'i' 
bungalow on the morning of the 19th. The one tOi 
Quilon was shewn me early on the morning of the 
20th^ before any Evidence had been taken about the 
conspiracy. I certainly read it, and, to the best, of 
my recollection, neither expressed approbation or dis- 
approbation of it. The Letter to Ceylon I suggested 
being wrote, as, in the event of the mistrust among the 
Native Troops being more general. Colonel Campbell 
might not have it in his power to detach any European 
force to Tinnevelly. The Letter to Colonel Agnew 
you shewed me while at dinner at your house, and 
after my perusal of it, you handed it over' to Mr. 
Hepburn. 

Q.-— Did you not peruse my Official Report of the 
25th November to Colonel Dyce ? 

il.~Idid. 

Q, — ^Whose was the measufe of putting prisoners in 
irons, and when ? 

A. — Colonel Dyce ordered them in irons, between 
six and seven p. m. of the 21st. ' 

Q.— Did we not all disapprove of Colonel Oyce's 
measure of putting the Native Officers in irons? 

il.— You came to my tent on the morning qf the 
21st, and told me it was Colonel Dyce's intention to 
put them immediately^ in irons ; and you begged I 
would speak to him to dissuade him from the step. I 
told you Colonel Dyce was the best judge of the 
necessity of the measure } that I declined speaking to 

s' 
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the Colonel on the subject ; bat that you might mention 
to him> that it was my opinion that the step appeared 
to me unnecessary and premature. 

Q. — ^Were not my Butler and Ramasawmy in public 
confinement for two or three days, until Mr. Bingle- 
«taube proposed their release? 

-4.— They were. 

Q. — Did not Colonel Dyce make out an Address 
from the Native Inhabitants of the District in English, 
and send it to you, to be translated into the country 
languages ? 

il. — He did. 

Q.— -Were not the prisoners released several days 
before their partial trial came on 7 

il.— I cannot speak with any certainty of the time 
of the prisoners' release, having left the Fort before 
that event. 

Q. — Did not Colonel Dyce apparently applaud and 
approve my conduct, even after he had seen every 
Deposition ? 

il. — He more than once regretted to me the want 
of stronger Evidence, but his acts on the morning of 
the 21st^^of swearing the Hindoos, arming them, and 
making promotions of Officers from among them-*I 
could not consider in any other light than a decided 
approbation of all you. had done in regard to the 
Moormen of the Corps. 

Q.— Did not two Sepoys and the Vakeel reftd a 
Letter to us on the morning of the 20th, from Travan- 
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core, Idnting at a dissolution of the Corps he belonged 
to^ in coarse of a month ? I do not ask the real and 
future interpretation of that Letter, bat the first 
reading of it. 

A. — ^The first reading of that Letter was interpreted 
to yoo^ as you state. 

(Signed) G. Stratton, 

Tinnettellyj 6ih March, 1807. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. Wslsh. 



Copy of a Letter from Captain Pepper, received in 

Calcutta lOtk June, 1807. 

To Mq^or IVeUh, Ut Baitolian 9rd Megimeni 

Native Infantry. 
Dbar Sir, 

I AM deputed by the Officers of the 

Corps, to present you with the accompanying Address, 
which would have been sent you at an earlier period, 
but was unavoidably postponed, owing to the absence 
of a great majority on duty at the Presidency. 

With every wish for your health and haziness, 
believe me to remain. 

Your very sincere Friend, 

(Signed) H. H. Pbppbr, 

Capt. lit But. 3rd Ref . N. L 
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COPY OF THE ADDRESS 



To Mqjor Wehh, Ut Battalion Srcf RegimetU 

Native InfaMry. 

Dear Sir, 

Aftbr the severe mortification you 
have saflfered, in being so suddenly deprived of the 
Command of a Corps in which you had so long served, 
with equal credit to yourself and advantage to the 
public service, it will perhaps be some gratification 
to your wounded feelings, to receive the unqualified 
approbation of those 0£9cers who have acted under 
you. Permit us, therefore, to express our regret at 
the loss of your society as a Friend and Commanding 
Offiper, and our extreme satisfaction at the most 
Honorable Acquittal by which a Court-Martial has 
evinced to the public, what our private knowledge of 
the transactions at Pallamcottah had long taught us 
to anticipate. 

While we lament the many expences you have 
incurred, and the heavy disappointments you have 
sustained, we cannot forbear expressing a hope, that 
as your innocence has already appeared, every farther 
knowledge of the unhappy event alluded to, will shew, 
not only the propriety, but the evident necessity of 
the measures you adopted on the occasion 
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With sincerest. wishes for your healthy happiness, 

and futare prosperity. 

We remain. 

Your very sincerely-attached Friends, 

(Signed) H. H. Pbppbr, 

Capt. Ist Bat 3rd Reg. 

J. Wilson, 

lieot. and AiQ. 

A. B. Pbrkins, 

Lieat. Ist Bat. 3rd Reg. 

R. R. GoRB, 

lieatenant. 
Trichinopoly, Hbnry Dumas, 

Ut May, 1807- Lieutenant. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. Wblsh. 



(COPY). 

ANSWER. 

To Captain H. H, Pepper, Lieutenants /. Wikon, A. B. 
Perkins, R. R. Gore, and H. Dunms, of the 1st Bat- 
talion 8rd Regiment Native Infantry. 

Dear Gentlemen, 

I HAVE received, with emo- 
tions of sincere pleasure, your friendly Address of the 
1st May, and beg you will (one and all) accept my 
grateful acknowledgments for the same. 

At a time when (worn down with oppression and 
sickness) I am about to quit India for my native 
country, nothing could have been so gratifying to my 
feelings, as this handsome testimony of the esteem 
and approbation of Brother Officers with whom I have 
long served in the field ; with whom I have ever been 
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in habits of intimacy and friendship ; and in whos» 
society I have passed some of the happiest hours of 
my life. 

Be assured. Gentlemen, that as often as I recal to 
mind the signal interposition of Providence, in pre- 
serving our lives from assassination on the 19th No- 
vember last, I isball think of the readiness, spirit, and 
unanimity, with which you resolved to live or die in 
defence of my authority (in accompanying me to the 
Barracks that day), and of the patience, fortitude, 
and good humour, with which you bore the subsequent 
incessant duties which I was obliged (for the general 
safety) to impose on you. 

Few men have ever been placed in such a trying 
situation as we were on that occlusion, and I am proud 
to think, we did our duty. Linked as we were before 
by the ties of friendship, the occurrences of that day 
have doubly cemented the union : this has been one 
great cause of my uneasiness in being deprived of a 
Command which had endeared you all to me, and in 
which my constant endeavours were, to do justice 
^with impartiality) to every individual, both European 
and Native. 

I remain. Dear Gentlemen, with every good wish 

for your health and prosperity. 

Your sincere friend and well-wisher, 

(Signed) J. Wblsh, 
Calcutta, 

June 10, 1807. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. Wblsh. 
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^Py ^f ^ letter received on hoard the Indus Extrd 
Indiaman, in Madras Roads, from Major Charles 
Trotter*, Commanding the Dooly Bearers at Madras. 

[The Original giren in at the India-House.] 

Madras, 21st July, 1807. 
My dear Welsh, 

After the affair of your 

Coart-Martial, and when you had left Madras for 

Bengal, I had unexpectedly an opportunity of coming 

to a better knowledge, and further testimony, of the 

guilt of the Corps in general, and of Mahomed Ishack 

(Havildar Major) in particular. 

I was told in confidence, upon a promise of profound 

secrecy, by a Moorman who was present, that if it had 

not been for your quickness, in being before-hand with 

them, the plot forming was nearly ripe, for killing the 

Officers, and all the Europeans in the Garrison of Pal- 

* This Major Trotter, who has been twenty-three years in the Coast 
Army, and perfectly understands the country languages, has ever been a 
steady ftiend and admirer of the Natives ; and although he was nearly 
butchered at Vellore in July last (when his Corps murdered their Officers), 

y«t wouTd he not credit the general rumours of a plot, or believe that the 

• *■ 

Moormen of the 1st Battalion 3rd Regiment, which I commanded (and in 
which we had both served as Captains for several years, mostly in the field), 
bould be guilty of such treacliery (it having t>een one of the best Corps in 
the Service) . He always thought t had acted on sufficient grounds, but was 
loath to believe the real delinquency of men whom he had known so long, 
and who had hitherto been so faithful. I therefore consider the unexpected 
touching of the Indus at Madras, as a fortunate circumstance, as it furnished 
me with so respectable a voucher, in proof of my unvaried assertions of a 
mutiny in the Corps, and in corroboration of the many Depositions already 
recorded in these pages.— 1807. (Signed) J. Welsh. 



2G2 

lamcottah ; and Mahomed Ishack* had declared of bis 
own free will and accord, that he would himself be the 
person who would kill or dispatch the Major (meaning 
you) of the Corps. 

I remain. 
Ever faithfully and affectionately yours, 

(Signed) Ch*- Trotter. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 



Of the Natire Oi&cen mentioned in the course of this Narrative, the fol- 

lowing only remain still in confinement (without any final sentence) -. 

Suhadar Sheik Hyder, •% 

Suhadar Secunder Khan, and >in prison in the Fort of Pallamcottah. 

Suhadar Sheik Nutter, ^ 

(Signed) J. WELSii. 

Oh hoard the Indus y on the passage to England, Sept, 1807. 



Note added at Madras, in January 1809. — I found on my return to Madras 
from England, that after my departure, Goremment had turned out the 
following Native Officers of the Corps, and given them small pensions, 
merely to keep them from starving : 

Subadars — Sheik Hyder, Secunder Khan, Sheik Nutter, Ebraum Khan, 
and Abdul Nubby. - ■ . ^ 

Jemadars — Several, names forgotten. (Signed) - J. Welsh. 

Q, — If innocent, why disgraced?— if guilty, was It not an acknowledg- 
ment in my favour ? 

* I afterwards promoted the Havildar Major to Jemadar and Suhadar, to 
his utter astonishment ; and he always evinced much gratitude for the same, 
and compunction for his former misconduct.-^A. D. 1830. 



COPY 

OF A 

CORRESPONDENCE AND MEMORIAL, 

DATED 22NO APRIL, 1810, 

ABOUT 

PRIZE AGENCY FOR TRAVANCORE. 
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7b the Right Honorable Gilbert Lord Minto, Governor- 
General, iyc. iyc. iyc. Fort St. George. 

My Lord, 

I TAKE the liberty to lay before you, 

a Memorial to the Honorable the Coart of Directors, 

which I trust your Lordship will have the goodness to 

forward, as a Number in the next General Dispatch 

from this Presidency. 

Your Lordship in Council haying disallowed my 

claim to Commission as Prize-Agent, it becomes a 
painful duty to lay my circumstances before you, and 
to solicit that Government will allow me to retain that 
sum, until the decision of the Court of Directors be 
obtained. 

On my arrival at Madras in January last year, I 
petitioned Government for an advance, to enable me 
to pay off a debt for passage-money, &c. amounting 
to 1500 pagodas, and to fit myself out for the service 
on which I was then going; and in the month of 
March, 450 pagodas were accorded me, payable within 
the twelve months; but which, from retrenchment, &c. 
I have not been able hitherto to return. My debt to 
the Prize Sales amounts to 789 pagodas, having (in 
order to increase the public fund) purchased many 
useless articles; and my Commission, amounting to 
1038 pagodas (at 2} per cent.) make a total debt to 
Government of 2227 pagodas. Having paid my pas- 
sage-money out of the Commission (when I could not 
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suppose it would be disallowed)^ I solemnly declare, 
I have no possible means to discharge this debt, inde« 
pendent of several private ones, and my allowances 
are barely sufficient to support a family, now consisting 
of a mother, wife, and three children. 

With many apologies for the trouble I have been so 
unfortunate as to give your Lordship in Council, 

I have the Honor to be, with respect. 

Your Lordship's most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

Major 3rd Reg. N. !• 
Bangalore, 

22nd April, 1810. 



7b the Honorable the Court of Directors of the Honor* 
able East India Company, l^c. j^c. kc. 

Honorable Sirs, 

It is not without considerable 

reluctance that I am compelled again to address your 

Honorable Court, even before I have been so fortunate 

as to- receive your decision on my former Memorial, 

under date the 3rd April, 1807. 

But, conscious as i feel of the justice of this appeal, 

and relieved in a great measure by the kindness of an 

unerring and gracious Providence, from the principal 

effect of that censure, which (aiming at my reputation 

as a Soldier) caused my former Address, I take the 

liberty to lay before you, a Series of Correspondence 

on the subject of property captured from the public 

enemy in Travancore, at the commencement of the 
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Ute ye9Lf, and hambly solicit your kind .interference 
in behalf of a claim, which (without meaning the 
slighest disrespect to those authorities who have, un- 
fortunately for me, seen it in a different light), I still 
conceive to be well-founded. 

I trust the accompanying papers will fully establish, 
that I was appointed a Prize-Agent by the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger, and also that this ap- 
pointment was acknowledged by the British Resident 
in TravancoTe ; but the particular circumstances under 
which that appointment (with the suffrages of the 
Army) was obtained, are, I fear, little known to your 
Honorable Court, and should never have been com- 
municated by me, but for the continued persecutions 
of adverse fortune under which I have been labouring 
for several years, without even a distant prospect of 
relief, if not supported by your liberality and justice. 

Oil the 5th February, 1809, I joined the Southern 
Force (then within one march of its position before 
the Arambooly Lines of Travancore), and took the 
Command of the 2nd Battalion 8rd Regiment, a Corps 
to which I was a perfect stranger. 

The next evening the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sentleger called upon me, and entrusted me with a 
Detached Command in Advance, within shot of the 
Lines, and from which I was not relieved during the 
time the Force remained in that position. In this 
situation I was constantly employed, day and night, 
without rest, until the 10th, when the Colonel consented 
to my entreaties to be permitted to storm a fortified 
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hill^ which flanked and commanded the strong Line»^ 
of Arambooly, and which assault (contrary to the 
general opinion both of the storming party and the 
whole force) was attended with complete success. 

I take the liberty to forward copies of the Documents 
in support of this assertion, and trust your Honorable. 
Court will confirm the only benefit likely to.be derived* 
from that service. 

Ihe Commission which I claim, cannot certainly 
be any object to a great Government, but the loss of 
it must add considerably to the pecuniary embarrass- 
ments, against which a large family have been struggling 
for many years, and which were not a little increased 
by my recent short trip to England, for the recovery 
my health. 

I have the Honor to be, with due respect. 

Honorable Sirs, 
Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

(Signed) J. Welsh, , 

Midor Itt Bat. 3rd Rag. 
MatiTe lo&ntry. 

Bangalore, April 22, 1810. 



(COPY). 

N<>^ 1. 

To Major J. Welsh, Brd Regiment N. J., l^c. i^c. ^c. 

Sir, 

Government having disallowed the claim 

to Prize, of the Troops that served in Travancore 



S68 

dariog the late hostilities^ I have in consequence to 
require, that the amount of money that proceeded from 
the Sales in the Southern portion of Travancore, of 
property, of whatsoever description, supposed to be 
Prize, may be forthwith paid into my Treasury, in 
order that the directions of Government, with respect 
to that property, may be fulfilled. 

I have the Honor to be. Sir, 
• Your very obedient bumble Servant, 

(Signed) C. Magaulav, 

Resident. 
Quilon, 

^ihJune, 1807. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 



NO 12. 
To the Chief Secretary to. Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

I AM extremely sorry to be obliged to 

trouble you to lay before the Honorable the Governor 
in Council, this Letter and its Enclosures, on the sub- 
ject of Prize-money for property captured from the 
enemies of the British Government, during the late 
war in Travancore. 

But having been nominated by the Officer Command- 
ing the Southern Field Force (and by the suffrages of 
my brother Officers) the Prize- Agent for the Company's 
Troops of that Detachment, I conceive myself impe- 
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riously called upon (in the fulfilment of the duties of 
that solemn trust) to use my best endeavours to obtain^ 
at the hands of a just and liberal Government, a sanc- 
tion to the claims of a Detachment, whose operations 
have been honored with its public approbation. 

Referring to Letter No. 1, just received from Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Macaulay, British Resident in Travan- 
core, I beg leave to state circumstances for the con- 
sideration of Government, instead of replying direct 
to Lieutenant-Colonel Macaulay, and I trust the evi- 
dent necessity of the reference, will plead my excuse 
for intruding on the attention of Government in this 
instance. 

In the first place, I take the liberty to enclose an 
Abstract of the Account of Prize Sales, by which it 
will appear, that of 41,448 pagodas, little more than 
6000 have been collected. 

Of the sums still due, there are 26,500 pagodas to 
be received from the new Dewaun, to whom we sold 
the Prize Tobacco, at the request of the Resident, 
who promised to use every exertion to induce him to 
pay us immediately the stipulated price. 

The other articles of captured property, which Cap* 
tain Lindsay and I had collected with much difficulty 
(from the nature of the places in which some of them 
v^ere concealed by the enemy), were transported to 
our camp near Trevanderam, and sold by public 
auction, upon the faith of being allowed to make lawfiil 
prize of the arms and effects of a beaten enemy; and 
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purchased almost entirely by Officers of the Detach- 
ment, at a most exorbitant rate (in general, at least 
four times the real value), on the supposition of being 
entitled to, and paying for them out of, their share of 
Prize-money; and also with the laudable motive of 
increasing the general stock, for the benefit of the 
brave fellows serving under them. Of the various pur- 
chasers, a few were Officers who have since returned 
to Ceylon, and a few belonged to the Travancore 
Subsidiary Force, but all und«r the same expectation 
of sharing Prize-money ; and no other supposition 
could have in any manner excused the many ridi- 
culous purchases that were made at those sales, by 
men whose pay was barely sufficient for their support 
n an expensive country. The nominal time of pay- 
ment was the first issue of pay for May, by which 
period it was supposed all our accounts would be 
settled, and a distribution take place ; and we took 
care to request that Gentlemen should keep within 
the probable share to which they might respectively 
be entitled. 

The sales were hardly over, before the general 
knowledge of the Extract No. 2, not only led every 
man in the Detachment to conceive that his claim to 
Prize-money was allowed, but also to expect a much 
larger reward for his services ; as it was well known, 
that the ordnance, arms, and military stores captured 
from the enemy (and now at the disposal of the British 
Government) were worth many lacs of pagodas ; and 
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as it appeared by that Letter^ that the sums collected 
by us for sundries at the Prize Sales, were to bo: 
deducted .from the amount to be paid to the Army, for 
the ordnance, &c. Captain Lindsay and I determined^ 
as the readiest mode of adjusting our accounts, that 
the sums due by each Corps, should be finally deducted 
from their share of Prize-money. 

Our Detachment being entirely broke up and sepa-^ 
rated before the 1st of May, it would have been im- 
possible to have collected the money from individuals, 
who were now spread all over the country, even were 
it the intention of Government to oblige them to pay 
for their purchases, without allowing them any re* 
compense for their losses, &c. on that service. 

But^ from a careful perusal of the Extract No. 2, t 
am induced to hope, and encouraged in the supposi- 
tion, notwithstanding tb« high authority of a Letter 
coming from a British Resident (which, had I remained 
in Travancore, I must have immediately obeyed), that 
Jjieutenant-^Colonel Macaulay has in this insti^ncb 
misconceived the intentions of Government. 

If I am unfortunately mistaken, and some (to me) 
unknown cause has induced the Honorable the Go- 
vernor in Council to withdraw his favourable decision 
from the Troops in whose behalf I have taken thid 
(otherwise improper) liberty^ I humbly request^ tb&t 
«uch decision may be n^ade known, so as to exonerate 
me from the (itigma which would attach to me^ bad I 
neglected the interests of my fellow-soldiers, vrhd 

T 
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bonorcMi m^ with their confidence, must nattt* 

rally look to me for a completion of their wishes. 

I trast> Sir, that if I have unintentionally touched 

9n any point, beyond what my duty as a Prize- Agent 

would warrant, that it may be attributed to the true 

cause, an anxious zeal to perform my trust, and not to 

any other motive. 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 
Nundydroog, S?Sm^V^Tr^p-~«^«2 

1^^ July, 1809. Southern Field DeUchment. 



(EXTRACT). 

From the Minutes of the Honorable the Governor in 
Council, m the Military Department, dated the ISth 
July, 1809. 

[Here enter Letter lOth Juiy, B.] 

''It appears, on perusal of the. foregoing Letter and 
' its Enclosures, that the Orders of Government, re- 
' specting the disposal of the property captured daring 
' the late disturbances in Travancore, have been misr 
' constru/ed ; for though the Board do not admit that 
'prize ctm be made in the. suppression of a rebellion 
' by the aid of the military power, yet they had 
' resolved to reward the services of the.Troop&emr 
' plojed against the Dewaun of Travancore. and his 
' i^herents, by. a donation equivalent to the. value, of 
^ thQ ordnance and. military stores employed offensively 
' by the insurgents and captured from them on the 
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" field of battle, or abandoned from the terror of oat 
^* arms ; of wbich resolutions the Resident in Tra- 
'' vancore had already been apprized. Resolved there- 
** fore, that Copy of the Orders of Government to the 
'' Resident, on this subject, be sent to Major Welsh 
** for his information, and that the Military Auditor- 
^* General be informed, that no retrenchment or 
*^ stoppage is to be made from any Officer on account 
** of the purchases he may have made at the sales of 
'^ the property captured in Travancore, until a fiitial 
** adjustment of the concern take place, at which time- 
*' those Officers whose purchases exceed the amount 
'' of their respective shares of the proposed donation, 
** are to be called upon to refund the excess/' 

(A true Extract). 

(Signed) " J. H. Peii.e, 

" SecMtarjr to GoTcnment.** 

(A true Extract). 
(Signed) John R. Vernon, 

MUitary Sccictwy to the 
ComBui«d«r-iD-Chtef. 



(EXTRACT). 

To 'the Resident at Travancore. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the Honorable the Governor 

in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your Le^er 
of the 22nd instant^ and to acquaint you^ that, under 

t2 
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the declarations made in the Proclamation pablished 
on the advance of the Troops into Travancore, and 
the subsequent conduct of the Rajah, which entitles 
him to the benefit of these declarations^ the Governor 
in Council is decidedly of opinion, that neither the 
property of the Rajah, nor of any of his subjects, can, 
without a breach of public faith, be deemed to be 
lawful prize; the British Government never having 
considered itself to be at war with the Rajah. 
The Governor in Council accordingly desires, that 

» 

you will furnish the proprietors of the vessels, tobacco, 
lOid other property, which had been conveyed for 
adjudication to the Prize Court at Columbo, with 
authenticated Copies of that Proclamation, and with 
such other documents and information as may be 
necessary, to enable them to obtain the restoration of 
their property. 

The Governor in Council is at the same time fully 
sensible, that the Troops sufiered all the losses and 
privations, and encountered all the dangers to which 
they would probably have been exposed in an avowed 
and open war with the Rajah of Travancore; and he 
thinks that a distinction may reasonably be made, 
between the ordnance, arms, and military stores, 
which the Rajah's rebellious subjects had seized upon, 
and employed as instruments and means of offence 
against the British Troops, and all other articles of 
property belonging to the Rajah or his subjects, which 
may have fallen into the possession of the Troops but 
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which were not instruments or means of offence nsdd 
io oppose the advance of the Troops. 



(ORIGINAL). 



Extract of a Letter from the Governor to the Resident in 
Travancore, referred to as No. 2, by the Prize- Agents. 

The Governor in Council has accordingly resolved, 
as an additional mark of the high sense which he 
entertains of the gallant conduct of the Troops em- 
ployed in the suppression of the late disturbances in 
Travancore, that a sum of money equal to the value 
of such ordnance, arms, and military stores, shall be 
paid to the Troops. This value shall be adjusted by 
the Military Board, subject to the approbation of the 
Governor in Council. 

This equivalent will be granted for the ordnance^ 
arms, and military stores, captured or found at the 
places, or on the occasions, under-mentioned : 

The Lines at Arambooly, 

The Battle at Nagracoile, 

The Forts of Palpanavarum and Owdegherry, 

The Battles and Actions fought by the Troops at 
Quilon and Cochin, 

The Ordnance, Arms, and Military Stores, which 
may have fallen into the possession of the Troops 
under the Command of Lieutenant-Colonel CuppagOi^ 
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before be receired notice of the suspension of hosti- 
lities^ in consequence of the Jjetter of the 24th February 
last, addressed by the Rajah to the Resident. 

As the amount of the expence which may attend the 
granting this equivalent, will be charged to the account 
of the Rajah of Travancore, it will be proper that a 
deduction should be made from the amount, equal to 
the value of the property of every other description 
belonging to the Rajah, or his subjects, which, in 
consequence of orders from the Officer Commanding 
the Troops, may have been sold, or disposed of in 
such manner as may preclude its being restored to tb^ 
owners* 

The pepper, and all other property belonging to the 
Honorable Company, must be restored, or the value 
of it deducted from the sum to be paid to the Troops* 

The Governor in Council will hereafter decide what 
Forces, Corps, Detachments, or Individuals,, shall be 
allowed to participate in the sum of money which may 
become payable to the Troops under these orders, and 
under what rules the division of it shall be made. 



Major James WeUh, 9rd Rtgimeni Native Infantry, 
Agent for Prize %oith the late Southern Detachment, 
serving against Travancore. 

Sir, 

I HAD the honor to address you, undei 

authority from Government, on the. 9th of last June, 



277 

and now transmit a Copy of that Letter^ which may 
possibly have miscarried. 

2nd, You will be pleased to observe, by the accom- 
panying Extract of a Letter, dated the 1st instant, 
from the Chief Secretary to Government, that an ex- 
planation upon the subject is expected. 
I have the Honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient humble Servadt, 

(Signed) C. Maoaulay, 

Ponterah, Reiident. 

I2th December, 1809. 



Extract of a Letter from the Chief Secretary to Govern- 
ment of Fort St. Oeorge, to the Resident at Travancdre, 
dated the 1st of December, 1809. 

3rd, I am directed to remind you of the promise 
contained in your Letter of 9th June last, to furnish 
the reply to the requisition made by you to the Agents 
for Prize with the Southern Detachment, for the amount 
of money in their hands, produced by the sale of any 
property in Travancore. This document has not yet 
been received. Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton has fur- 
nished to Government an Account Sale of the articles 
under charge of Captain Sale and him, the proceeds 
of which you had required them to surrender. 

(True Extract). 

(Signed) C. Maoaulay, 

Resident. 
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(COPY), 

To lAeuienani'Colonel Macaulay, British Besident in 

Travancore. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to acknowledge the 

receipt of your Letter of the 12th December, with its 
Enclosures; in reply to which I beg leave to state> that 
on receipt of your former Letter, of the 9th June, I 
addressed Government on the subject, and the answer 
(copies of which enclosed) led me to suppose that 
it was not necessary to reply to you direct on the sub- 
ject, having already furnished accounts of particulars 
of sale, both when at Oodagherry and since. I have 
now the pleasure to hand you an Abstract of the 
whole, with an Account of Cash collected, the Balance 
of which (now in Captain Lindsay's charge at Madras) 
is at your disposal and demand, provided we do not 
receive prior instructions direct from Government. 

I take the liberty also to enclose copies of two or 
three papers regarding the purchases made by the 
Oewaun, in case the pressure of more important busi- 
ness should have obliterated the circumstances from 
your memory ; and should Government object to the 
charge of Agency, I entreat you will state the justice 
of our claim, from the knowledge which you possess 
pn the subject; and at the same time I solemnly de- 
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clare^ I would not again consent to the same drudgery, 

for double the amount of my share. 

I have the Honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Welsh, &c. 
Bangalore, 

Qlh January, 1810. 



To the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George. 

Sir, 

We have received with extreme concern, 

an order from the Secretary to the Seringapatam Prize 

Committee, directing us to pay into the Honorable 

Company's Treasury, the whole sum supposed to have 

been collected by us, as Prize-Agents to the Honorable 

Colonel Sentleger's Detachment, and disallowing our 

Commission on the sum upon our books. 

We therefore lose no time in requesting you will 
lay before the Right Honorable the Governor General 
in Council, this Letter and its Enclosures, trusting that 
a thorough knowledge of the whole circumstances, 
will induce his Lordship to admit our charge of Agency 
as both just and reasonable. 

In the first place, we take the liberty to state our 
conviction, that the exertions of the Detachment to 
which we belonged, and particularly the successful 
storm of the Arambooly Lines on the 10th February' 
(on which service we both had the honor to be em- 
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ployed), when battering cannon were not witbin 200 
miles of our Force, were the means, under Providence^ 
of preventing a long protracted and expensive war, 
if not the destruction of the Travancore Subsidiary 
Force, then surrounded by an inveterate enemy, and 
cut off from all apparent succour. On that occasion, 
we were selected by the united voice of our Brother 
Officers, and the sanction of the Officer Commanding, 
to act as Prize-Agents. The war, which had before 
threatened to prove long and desultory, from the known 
preparations and resources of the enemy, was con- 
cluded in a few days; but our labours as Prize- Agents 
continued, without respite or intermission, day and 
night, until the 8th of April ; during which period, we 
collected and disposed of a quantity of trash (which 
had been left by the enemy, as not worth removing) 
for generally three and four times the value. 

In case it should be argued that we did not collect 
the sum upon our books, and consequently are not 
entitled to the Agency, we beg leave to urge, that 
although we were prevented from realizing the whole 
proceeds, yet we had the same trouble in making. out 
and delivering separate bills to each individual, before 
we left the Travancore country. We therefore trust it 
it cannot be supposed, that we were to be put to a 
species of labour, entirely new to us, and not allowed 
to reap that benefit which was publicly held out to 
ps by established precedent, as the reward of those 
labours. 
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We further take the liberty to point out, that Mr. 
Sawyer (a Portuguese Writer to the Paymaster at 
Pallamcottah) received 5 per cent, for the sale of 
some of the horses, in the capture of which he had no 
concern whatever, and which we conceived should 
have been handed over to us; and although we are 
extremely sorry to be reduced to such a comparison, 
we feel confident that our claim will be found to sur- 
pass that of Mr. Sawyer, inasmuch as our exertions 
first obtained not only the articles which we sold, but 
also those which produced his Agency. 
We have the Honor to be. 

Sir, 
Your most obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) J. Welsh, 

H. Lindsay, 

Prize-Ag^its Southern Force. 

March 1810. 



(COPY). 

To Captain Maclean, Secretary to the Seringapatam 

Prize Committee, 
Sir, 

In reply to your Letter of the Sa-d February, 
we take the liberty to forward a Letter and Enclosures 
to the Chief Secretary to Government, which we 
request you will lay before the Committee, to be (by 
it) forwarded to him; and we trust, that until the 
the decision of the Right HonoraJ^le. theyGovemoi;- 
General in Council be obtained, we shall stand ex^ 
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cused for not complying with the order conveyed 
through you to, us. 



(Signed) J. Welsh, 

H. Lindsay. 



March 1810. 



((X)PY). 

NO !• 

To Colonel Sentleger. 

My dear Sib, 

Understanding that there are' 

various public store-rooms in the adjacent sea-port 
villages, on both sides, with coire, tobacco, and other 
public stores, we wish to ascertain how far we are 
authorized to proceed, and to have it positively spe- 
cified, to what extent we are authorized to seize and 
dispose of those articles, as a ready sale now offers 
to any amount. We particularly observed yesterday 
on the passage, that one place alone contains 3000 
bales of tobacco, which we could dispose of for upwards 
of 20,000 pagodas. 



March 20, 1809. 



(Signed) J, Welsh. 



My dear Welsh, 



Camp, 22nd March, 1809. 

I Rusi^ECT that we could not 
touch property under the protection of our Courts ahd 
Government at Manapar, at least I do not see bow 
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the thing is practicable. I am of opinion, that yott 
should decline dealings with Moosa's man; he pur- 
chases with the design of smuggling, and as he would 
be prevented doing so, you might not so readily get 
your cash. Believe me. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed) C. Macaulay. 
Major Wehh, ^c. 



NO- 2. 

To Major Welsh, Prize- Agent, Oodagerry. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by Lieutenant-Colonel the 

Honorable A. Sentleger, to acknowledge receipt of 
your private Letter of date the 20th instant, and in 
reply to inform you, that it would appear advisable to 
take possession of all the tobacco, coire, &c. that may 
be found within the public store-houses of the villages 
situated on the sea-coast, and within (but on no 
account beyond) the lines of the Travancore country ; 
and after disposing of the articles to the best advan- 
tage, you will be pleased to retain the amount of sales 
in your possession, until it is finally adjudged, and 
further directions as to its disposal be communicated 
to you by the British Resident in Travancore. 

(Signed) Charles Cuningham, 

p. s. 
Camp, 

21«r Marc^, 1809. 
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(EXTRACT). 

NO- 3. 

" Mr DEAR Welsh, 

'^ The Colonel wishes you 

^* not to be in a harry in forming any arrangement 

** respecting the brass guns. The reason is, that he 

** has it in contemplation to offer the captured guns to 

'^ Government, and ask a donation of twelve months' 

** batta in return : Colonel Macaulay has promised to 

'' promote this arrangement. With regard to the 

'^ tobacco, the exportation of this article has been 

** prohibited, in consequence of which your purchaser 

** may wish to get rid of his bargain. If he, however^ 

'' likes his bargain, and comes down with tlie cash, you 

'' may let it stand, otherwise the Dewaun will take it 

'^ off your hands, on the same terms as you have agreed 

'^ with the agent of Moosa." 



NO 4. 

To Major Welsh and Captain Lindsay, Prize-Agenis, 

Oodagerry. 

Gentlemen, 

I have the honor to transmit, by 

order of Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. A. Sentleger, 

Copy of a Letter this moment received from the British 

Resident in TravaAcore, to which I am directed to call 

your attention. 
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The Lieutenant-Colonel understands you have sold 
some tobacco to a merchant of the name of Mussah, 
and should he express any discontent at the directions 
contained in the Resident's Letter, you are to inform 
him, that you will receive back the tobacco, and the 
Dewaun of His Highness the Rajah will take it from 
you on the same terms. 

(Signed) Charles Cuningham, 

p. s. 
Camp, 

22nd March, 1809. 



NO- 5. 

March 24th, 1809. 

Coloml Macaulay, Resident, iic. 

My dear Sir, 

I INTENDED to Write to you fully 

yesterday, along with Cooniah Amud's Letter, but 

receiving intelligence of the Dewaun and his family, 

we started at noon, and went twelve miles oS in heavy 

rjain, where we were disappointed, as usual. We 

found a confidential servant, and the elephant driver 

(who pointed him out) declared, that when the De* 

waun's family left the place, they left property, which 

was carried there from Papanaveram on men's heads, 

to a very large amount. We tried all we could to 

obtain information of the treasure, but failed, and the 

hpuae is a very large and strong, and intricate building. 
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We foand three swords, and a treasure box empty, 
in a well^ which we brought away, with the man^ a 
prisoner, to this place. This business kept us away 
till this morning, I took care nothing should be 
plundered ; but as all the people (twenty or thirty men 
and women) absconded, I fear their neighbours will 
now do it. 

With regard to Cooniah Amud, I am particularly 
anxious that you should give a positive and final 
decision : be is a determined and shrewd fellow, and 
insists on the completion of our mutual agreement. 
We have not yet received cash from him, but he was 
to give us an order for the amount, when he got the 
whole. We were in the act of weighing out the brass 
and copper to him, when your Letter arrived : I put it 
off, but he still insists on his right to the whole. He 
offers to sell the tobacco to the Dewaun for profit, but 
will not give up the copper. He is to pay us 100 
rupees for 4 bundles of the former, and 300 rupeeii 
per candy 560 rounds for the latter : I don't yet know 
bow many candies we have of the latter. 

We have learnt that there are 8500 bales of tobacco 
at Cotaur, besides grain, &c. ; will the Dewaun buy 
this of us, at the old rate ? if so, it will be our duty 
and interest to give him the preference. 

W« have a guard there now, and shall ride there 
to-morrow to ascertain further. 

I win not in future allow any parties to go to villages 
in search of treasure, as I find it so useless, and fearing 
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you might disapprove of it, now that matters are in 
fair train for peace and tranquillity. 

We conceive we have authority to dispose of all 
public property at Colochy, Oodagherry, Papenaverum, 
Nagrecoil^ Cotaur, and the places to the northward of 
this; I hope we are right; and there is tobacco, I 
believe 3000 bundles, besides grain to a very large 
amount, on the sea-coast between Colochy and Poondra, 
not taken possession of. We are particularly anxious 
not to pass the bounds of our duty, and yet have no 
limits laid down for our guidance. A speedy answer 
will much oblige, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 



N^- 6. 

To Major Welsh and Captain Lindsay, Prize-Agents, 

Oodagerry. 

Sirs, 

I HAVE received yourLetter of yesterday's 

date. I am directed by Lieutenant-Colonel the Hon. 

A. Sentleger, to reply, on the subject of elephants, 

that a communication has taken place with the De- 

waun, and it is finally settled, that those which are 

now here, are not prize property, but to be returned 

to the Rajah. However, as it is well known that there 

were sixteen elephants against us at Nagrecoil, the 

Lieutenant-Colonel insisted upon their being delivered 

up to us, to which the Dewann has agreed ; and yoa 

u 



28S 

iire in conaequenoe to keep possession of the sixteen 

elephants you now stafe to be with yon at Oodagerry, 

in lieu of those which were against us at Nagiecoil ; 

but Ml no f^ccount^ in future, to seize or interfere with 

elephants of any description in Travancore. 

By Order, 

{Signed) Charles Guningham, 

p. s. 
Camp, 

28r4 AfarcA, 1800. 



(EXTRACT). 

NO- 7. 



Colonel Sentleger, having sent Coonee Ahmud 
oflf to the Dewaun, desired us to write a few lines by 
way of elucidation, a copy of which is here enclosed. 
We trust Colonel, Macaulay will overlook any irregu- 
larity in this Correspondence, as we are working hard 
for the public* good. K to this he will kindly add his 
influence to get the Dewaun to pay as well as promise^ 
he will confer a particular favour, not only on us, but 
on all our Detachment. We have agreed with tbijs 
Agent about all the tobacco: he is to give us on^ 
hundred rupees per candy for that ^X Cootacbie, and 
sixty for that at Cothaur; but we are anxious to know 
whether we are certain of the money, and may allow 
them to carry away the tobacco. 



(EXTRACT). 
NO- 8. . 
To Major Wekh, fcc. 
Colon BL Macau lay desires me to say^ that he 



has recommended to the Dewaon to pay the 
Agents as soon as he conveniently can, which he has 
no doubt of his doing. 

I am, dear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 

Quilon, (Signed) K. Macaulay. 

9th April, 1809. 



(EXTRACT). 
NO 9. 



Enclosed we address the Dewaun again, to close 
our accounts, and therefore antedating, hope the Colonel 
will approve and forward it. We already feel sensible 
of the Colonel's kindness in our behalf, and trust that^ 
however Government may dispose of the sum on our 
books, we shall still be allowed our Agency' out of it ; 
considering that our exertions have produced 16,000 
pagodas out of, I might almost say, nothing, at the 
Prize Sales, and that we have been perfect slaves at 
it for near two months. As for me^ I have by it been 
deprived of the satisfaction of being with my family^ &c. 
Smt IZih April. J. WELSH. 

V 2 
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NO 10. 
To Major Welsh and Captain Lindsay, Prize-Agents. 

Gentlemen^ 

I AM directed by the Honorable 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger, to desire that you will 
forthwith suspend all further sale of captured property^ 
of whatever description^ and that you will forward to 
him, with as little delay as possible, an account of 
what has been brought on your books as sold, and of 
what remains undisposed of. 

I have the Honor to be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 



Catnp, 
Sth April, 1 809. 



(Signed) T. Townsend, 

M.B. 



NO 11. 

To the Major of Brigade, S, F. 

Sir, 

We have received your Letter of this date, 

and have the honor to acquaint you (for the information 
of the Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger), that 
we have already disposed of all property in our pos- 
session, with the exception of some public grain and 
salt on the sea-coast, in different places, and a chest of 
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tinsel jBtnd old silver^ sent by ns to Pallamcottah, with 
about 2000 or 3000 rapees^ which we shall carry to the 
public account on our arrival. We herewith have sent 
an account of particulars, hastily drawn up, but which 
we believe to be correct, by which the Honorable 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger will observe, that our 
exertions have been productive of some benefit to the 
public fund ; at the same time we should be greatly 
obliged, if a correct copy could be taken of it for 
us, as we have none but on scraps of paper, hastily 
scratched over, not having any spare time on our 
hands, and not expecting to be so soon called upon 
for one for the public. We are now proceeding to 
Pallamcottah, to settle our account with the Natives, 
who have purchased to a large amount. 

We have, &c. &cJ 

J. Welsh, 
Oodagerry, H. Lindsay. 

Aprils, 1809. 



To Lieutenant' Colonel W, M*Leody Commanding 

H. M. G9th Regiment. 

Sir, 

As the Senior Officer in India, of the Southern 

Force, lately employed against Travancore, we beg 

leave to acquaint you, that Government has signified 

to us (through the Seringapatam Prize Committee), its 

determination to disallow our claim to Commission on 

the sum realized by our exertions as Prize- Agents; 
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und M we cotic^ive thai claiiti^tobA founded on justice, 
and establusbed by every rule^ €^vil and mUitlury (set* 
ting asride the question, to whom the proceeds are 
eventnaHy to be handed over); inasmvch as.we acted 
M auctioneers^ collected and sold the articles by lot, 
fcc. kc, we take the liberty to request yon will have 
the goodness to support our claim, by stating^ for the 
information of the Right Honorable the Governor- 
General in Council; what came within your own know* 
ledge on the subject^ or in any other manner which 
to you may appear most likely to induce Government 
to allow our Commission^ and relieve us from a heavy, 
and we trust unmerited^ loss. 

(Signed) J. Wblsh, 

H. Lindsay. 

March 1810. 

(COPY). 

To the Military Secretary to the Commander-in-Chief. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to transmit a Letter, 

addressed to me by the Prize- A gents of the Force 
employed in the Southern District of Travancore, 
during the late campaign; and request you will be 
pleased to submit its contents to the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

I trust the Commander-in-Chief will lay the peculiar 
hard case of Major Welsh and Captain Lindsay before 
Government. 
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Being second in Command with that Division of the 
Army^ I can bear ample testimony to the zeal^ tronble, 
and indefatigable exertions of the Prize-Agents^ in col- 
lecting and disposing of the captured property ; and I 
am persuaded I only give the sentiments of the whole 
of that Force^ when I give my unqualified opinion^ that 
Major Welsh and Captain Lindsay, the Prize-Agents, 
are fally entitled to the usual Commission granted to 
Prize- Agents in similar instances. 

I- take leave to add, that, whatever may be the 
ultimate decision of Government, respecting the ap- 
propriation of the captured property, Major Welsh and 
Captain Lindsay have an equal claim to the usual 
Commission of Prize-Agents, as I can assert, from my 
own positive knowledge, that Government is indebted 
to their unremitting zeal and exertions, for the greatest 
part of the property and military stores concealed in 
various parts of the country, but discovered by the 
vigilance and activity of the Prize-Agents : I say from 
my own personal knowledge, that whatever eflFects, of 
various description, fell into the hands of Government 
on that occasion, they are indebted for the greatest 
part to the vigilance and activity of the Prize-Agents. 

I have the Honor to be, Sec. &c. 

(Signed) W. Macleod, 

Lieut.-Col. 69th Reg. 

Bangalore, 
Srd March, 1810. 
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PoonamuUee, Thurftday Morning. 

My dbar Welsh, 

I HAVE this moment received 

yours of the Srd, 4th, together with one from Colonel 

Macleod, a Copy of which I send you. I shall not 

fail laying them before the Committee, but delay it 

nntil Saturday, on which day I intend going to Madras ; 

indeed I have reason to think our flankers will march 

on, or perhaps upon that, to join the Head-Quarters. 

The result of our united application J shall not fail to 

communicate to you. I hope we may be successful : 

the recommendation of Colonel Macleod is, in my 

opinion, as strongly worded as well could be. We 

are at this place harassed with perpetual drill ; were 

it to the purpose, I should not care. 

With Compliments Mrs. Welsh and family, 

I remain, yours very sincerely, 

(Signed) H. Lindsay. 



Extract from the Minutes of the Bight Honorable the 
Governor-General in Council, dated 9Qth March, 1810. 

Read the following Letter from the Military Se- 
cretary to the Officer Commanding the Afmy-in-Chief. 
On due consideration of all the circumstances con- 
nected with the application of Mftjor Welsh and 
Captain Lindsay, for Commission on account of the 
property realized in Travancore, the Board, in ad- 
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mitting the merit of those Officers' exertions on the 
occasion, observe, that they cannot consistently ac* 
cede to their request, more especially as similar appli- 
cations on the part of other Officers engaged in securing 
the public property in Travancore, has already been 
rejected, and acquiesced in by them, 

(A true Extract). 

(Signed) J. H. Peile, 

Secretary to Gorernment. 

(A true Extract). 

(Signed) N. M. Smyth e, 

Military Secretary to the 
Commander-in- Chief . 



To the President and Members of the Seringapatam 

Prize Committee, 

Gentlemen, 

Para. 1. — I am directed to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your Letter, dated the 14th 
ultimo. 

2nd. — ^The Right Honorable the Governor-General 
in Council, considers the appointment of Prize- Agents, 
and the whole proceedings connected with the subject 
of Prize in Travancore, to have been extremely irre- 
gular, and those transactions have in consequence 
never received the sanction of Government. His 
liordship in Council has also determined, that the 
nature of the contest in the province, did dot authorize 
the property which fell into our possession on that 
occasion, being considered in the light of prize or 
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booty. Under these considerations. His Lordship in 
Council cannot accede to the request of Major Welsh 
and Captain Lindsay, to be allowed Commission on 
the proceeds of the property collected and sold under 
their superintendence. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) J. H. Peile, 

Secretary to Goyemment. 
Fort St. George, 

Zrd April, 1810. 

(A true Copy). 

(Signed) J. M'Lban, 

Secretary. 
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To the Honorable Colonel Sentleger, Commanding 

Southern Force. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honor to submit for yoar con^ 

iiideration and approval^ my Plan of Attack on the 
Southern Hill^ should you have the goodness to allow 
me to attempt it. 

After a second examination^ from a rising ground in 
the neighbourhood of my present post^ I find the prin- 
cipal impediment (independent of an unlooked-for 
defence) to consist in the thickness of the jungle at 
the foot of the hill^ which appears to extend only a 
few hundred yards from the plain^ after which it is 
more open and accessible. 

PLAN. 

1st, To march from the Advanced Post at eight p.m. 
with four short ladders, and a few Pioneers with tools ; 
to proceed along the road lately cut by the Pioneers — 
whatever the darkness of the night may be, the rock 
on the summit will serve as a guide. 

2nd, On arriving at the foot of the hill, to.examine 
the jungle, and enter it nearly opposite the gap No. 1^ 
having for a direction, some high bluff rocks, and 
which must be left considerably on our right flank. 
After ascending as high as the top of them, to turn a 
little to the rights where some open ground promises 
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an easy approach to No. 2, which I propose to es- 
calade, 

3rd, After entering at 2, to form into three divisions, 
sending one to the rock on the summit, and the other 
two to scour the works to the right and left, taking 
care, by bugle-signals, to be able to distinguish one 
another again. 

I trust. Sir, that, by divine permission, all this may 
be effected by day-light in the morning. 

It might most essentially contribute to our success, 
were a strong party to be pushed up the high road to 
the gateway, to draw off their attention by a feigned 
attack ; but this I do not urge as actually necessary. 

Allow me. Sir, in conclusion, humbly to point out, 

that every delay may be attended with danger, as the 

enemy might by that means become acquainted with 
our views; and in that event, I do not see much 

prospect of success. 

I have the Honor to be. Sir, 

Your obedient and faithful Servant, 

(Signed) J. Welsh, Major, 

CommandiDg Advance Party. 

Camp before Travancore Lines, 
February 9, 1809. 
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DETACHMENT ORDERS. 

Hecui-Quarters Southern Force, two miles interior 
oftheAramboolyGate, Feb, 10, 1809. 

D. O. Parole Welsh. Counter Sign Saccess. 

LiBUTBNANT-CoLONEL the Honorable A. St. Leger 
has much satisfaction in conveying to the Troops 
under his Command^ the most sincere Congratulations 
on the brilliant achievements of this morning. The 
Lieutenant-Colonel deems it a duty he owes to justice^ 
to thus publicly mark the high consideration he enter- 
tains of the perseverance, judgment, and ability dis- 
played by Major Welsh, commanding 3rd Regiment 
Native Infantry, in the Assault of this morning, where 
the greatness of the enterprize could only be equalled 
by the success which attended it. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel requests Major Welsh will 
convey to the Officers and Men who composed the 
Detachment for Escalade under his Command, the 
most unqualified approbation of their gallant exer- 
tions, in accomplishing an object which must ever be 
considered as entitled to a high place on military 
record. 

Lieutenant- Colonel the Honorable Sentleger re- 
quests Lieutenant-Colonel Macleod, and the Officers 
and Men of his Detachment, to accept of his cordial 
thanks, for the readiness displayed in the common 
cause. The Lieutenant-Colonel desires that senti- 
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meats of similar approbation be conveyed to the Non* 

Commissioned Officers and Privates^ by their respective 

superiors. 

Arrack and extra batta to be served to the Troops 

of the Detachment. 

(Signed) A. Balmain^ 

Captain, M. B. 

A few Letters, &c. were added, to let the Court of Directon know all 
the circumstanceB wherein I was held responsible for any failure of my 
plan, Ac. 



To Lieutenant' Colonel the Honorable A. St. Leger, 
Commanding the Southern Force. 

lith February, 1815. 
Sir, 

After the distinguished honor you have 

been pleased to confer on me, and the Troops under 
my Command in the Assault of yesterday, I feel loath 
to trouble you with any further mention of the subject, 
lest it should be thought I wished to arrogate to myself 
that credit which alone belongs to my Maker ; for to 
his mercy and favour only can our success be justly 
ascribed. But I feel it my duty to state for your 
information^ that^ considering the service we were 
going upon, to be more desperate than it afterwards 
proved, I applied for Volunteers to form a Forlorn 
Hope, ere we left the Advanced Post on the night of 
the 9th; and a Serjeant, Corporal, and twelve Privates, 
from H. M. 69th Companies, immediately came for- 
ward; and I should be guilty of base ingratitude to 
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them, were I to neglect not only mentioning their names, 
but also stating their exemplary good conduct during 
the night; and further, that when Lieutenant Bertram 
and I at their head, found ourselves (by the darkness 
of the night, and the extreme difficulty of the ascent) 
entirely separated from all our brothers in arms, with- 
out scaling ladders, they determined to mount the wall, 
by climbing upon one another's backs, and to sell their 
lives, or carry every thing solely by the bayonet, which 
they actually performed, as far as our extreme good 
fortune rendered necessary. 

I trust. Sir,- when all this is considered, that I shall 
./tand excused for this intrusion, and for recommending 
Serjeant Malkin and his party, as also the Buglcman 
of the Pioneers, to the notice and favour of my su- 
periors. 

It is alreudy so fully known to you. Sir, how gal- 
lantly every Officer and Man of this Detachment 
behaved, that I shall not attempt to add to their 
credit by iny feeble praise. 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

[Here follows a List.] 
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To Major J. Wekh, Commmdmg 2nd Battalion 3rd 

Regiment Native Infantry. 
Sir, 

We, the Officers composing the Storming 

Party under your Orders on the 10th Februaryy 1809 
(upon the Travancore Lines), fnUy impressed with a 
d^ep sense of your unwearied perseverance, distin- 
guished gallantry, and superior judgment, beg your 
acceptance of a Piece of Plate, as a memorial of it. 

W. SYMS, Captain, H. M. 09th Reg. 
H. LINDSAY, Captain, H. M. eOth Reg. 
H. H. PEPPER, Captain, Ist Bat; 8rd Reg. 
I. CARFRAE, Captain, 2nd Bat. 3rd Reg. 
C. LUCAS, Captain, 3rd Reg, 
J. READ, Lieutenant, 09th Beg. 
ROBERT CARY, Lieutenant, 6Dth Reg. 
GEO. LANE, Lieutenant, 09th Reg. 
S. BABY, Lieutenant, 09th Reg. 

A. BABY, Lieutenant, ODth Reg. 

R. R. GORE, Lieutenant, Srd Reg. N. I. 

JAMES WALKER, Lieutenant, Srd Reg. 

J. W. DAWSON, Lieutenant, 8nd Bat. Srd Reg. 

W. W. JEFFERY, Lieutenant, 2ni Bat. Srd Reg. N. I. 

R. INVERARITY, Lieutenant, 2nd Bat. Srd Reg. 

T. M. GOBLE, Lieutenant, 2nd Bat. 3rd Reg. 

T. TAGG, Lieutenant, Snd Bat. Srd Reg. 

C. ROBERTSON, Lieutenant, 2nd Bat. 7th Reg. N. t. 

W. MILLS BLAKE, Ensign. 

E. RULE, Euign. . ' 

B. MEREDITH, Ensign, 1st Bat. Srd Reg. 
WILLIAM SHEPHERD, Ensign, 2nd Bat. Srd Reg. 
LIEUT. BERTRAM, 2nd Bat. of Pioneers. 

W. S. ANDERSON, Assistant-Surgeon. 
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COPY OF ANSWER TO ADDRESS. 

ToCaptains Syms and Lindsay, Lieutenants Read, Carey, 
Lane, 5. Baby and A. Baby, H. M. 69th Reg*; Cap- 
tains Lucas, Pepper, and Carfrae ; Lieutenants Walker, 
Tagg, Gore, Gable, Inverarity, Dawson, Jeffery, and 
Robinson; Ensigns Blake, Rule, Meredithi and Shep- 
herd, and Assistant 'Surgeon Anderson, 3rd Regiment 
Native Infantry; and Captain-Lieutenant Bertram, 
of Pioneers. 

Gentlemen^ 

I HAVE received, with emotions 

that I would not exchange for millions, your obliging 
favour, intimating your approbation of my conduct 
on the 10th instant ; but, alas, I am really at a loss 
for words adequate to my feelings on this occasion. 
At the same time that I feel unconscious of deserving 
such a testimony, for merely persevering in doing my 
duty, yet I cannot deny myself the gratification you 
have so handsomely proposed: I shall accept with 
gratitude your proffered memorial (provided it be of 
trifling cost), and shall present it to my beloved wife, 
as the dearest trophy of my life. Believe me. Gentle- 
men, it will amply repay me for nearly nineteen years 
of toil in the service of my country ; for some years pf 
unparalleled misfortunes and distress, and for un- 
merited censure on a late occasion, which had embit- 
tered the last two years of my life. Allow me now, in 
conclusion (although you have anticipated me) to offer 
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you all and individually my warmest thanks, for your 
uncommon exertions and gallant support on that me- 
morable occasion^ and to request that you will make 
known to the brave fellows under your respective 
Commands, my admiration and unqualified approba- 
tion of their conduct, which I have already stated to 
my superiors. 

Believe me, my dear Friends, to remain. 

Yours most sincerely, 

(Signed) J. Welsh. 

Camp inside Aramhooly Gate, 
February 13, 1809. 



G. O. 6. 16th February, 1809. 

The Hpnorable the Governor in Council has the 
greatest satisfaction in publishing in General Orders, 
the following Extracts of Letters received from the 
Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger, announcing 
the decisive and distinguished success which attended 
the Storm of the Lines of Travancore, by the Troops 
under the Command of that Officer. 

■ 

Extrojct of a Letter from the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sentleger to the Chief Secretary of the Go- 
vernment y dated IMh of February, 1809. 

'^ I had the honor this morning to convey to you by 
'^ Express, a small Note in pencil, for the information 

x2 



4t 
M 
<f 
€4 

it 
€f 

€4 



306 

** of the Honorable the Goyemor in Council, by which 
you were made acqaainted with the satisfactory in- 
telligence of the British Flags being flying in every 
part of the Arambooly Lines, as well as the com- 
manding Redoubts to the north and south. 

It is impossible for me to convey in language 
sufficiently strong, the obligations I feel under to 
the personal exertions of Major Welsh, commanding 
*' 3rd Regiment Native Infantry, and the Detachment 
'' for Escalade under his Command. 

The Southern Redoubt, which presented a com- 
plete enfilade of the whole of the main lines as far 
as the gate, was the object of Major Welsh's enter- 
prize ; an enterprize which, from the natural strength 
of the approach, appeared only practicable to the 
exertions and determined bravery of British Troops, 
led on to glory by Major Welsh. It was ascended 
under cover of the night, and our Troops had actually 
escaladed the wall, ere their approach was sus- 
'' pected ; and the ascent was of such great difficulty, 
** as to require six hours of actual scrambling to reach 
** the foot of the walls. 

'^ On consideration of the brilliancy of this achieve- 
'' ment, I feel a pleasurable duty in detailing, for the 
** information of the Honorable the Governor in Coun- 
'' cil, a List of the Names of the Officers who accom- 
'' panied the Detachment for Escalade : it consisted of 
two Companies, and the Picquet of H. M. 69th Re- 
giment, commanded by Captain Syms ; and the four 
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Flank, and five Battalion Companies^ from the Srd 
" Regiment NatWe Infantry, under Captain Lucas : 
" and it did not require that confirmation which Blajor 
** Welsh has conveyed to me in the most handsome 
manner, to convince me, that to have accomplished 
such an object, every man must have done his duty. 
In the list of gallant fellows which accompanies 
this Dispatch, I have to lament the fate of poor 
*' Capt. Cunningham, of H. M. 69th Regiment, whose 
" wound I fear is mortal, which deprives his country 
'' of a brave and valuable Officer. 

'* When Major Welsh had once effected his security 
'* in this commanding position, I dispatched to his 
assistance, by the same arduous route, a Company 
of H. M. 69th Regiment, and three Companies of the 
1st Battalion 13th Regiment, under Capt. Hodgson, 
" to reinforce, and give confidence to his party. As 
'' soon as this addition was perceived, a Detachment 
from his party stormed the main lines, and, by dint 
of persevering bravery, carried them entirely, and 
'^ the Northern Redoubt was abandoned by the panic- 
struck enemy, who fied in all possible confusion in 
every direction, leaving me in possession of their 
strongest lines ; and I am now encamped two miles 
*' interior of the Arambooly Gate. 

'' I had ordered the remainder of the Detachment to 
^* be under arms at midnight, and marched to the most 
" convenient position, either to secure Major Welsh's 
** retreat, or furnish him support; and when day-light 
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permitted. Major Welsh bad the satisfactioiKto see 
bis friends at hand, ready to support him. 
*^ It would be injustice in me, not to express the 
active services I received from Lieutenant-Colonel 
M'Leod, of H. M. 69th Regiment; they were such 
as might be expected from an Officer of his repu- 
tation and experience, in bringing forward bis Re- 
giment in support of the attack, with the most 
willing zeal. 

" I feel it a duty I owe, from the report of Major 
Welsh, of the Pioneers who accompanied bim, to 
express ray entire approbation of their conduct, and 

that of Lieutenant Bertram, who commanded them. 
" In short, I feel highly ss^tisfied with the conduct 
of the Officers and Men who composed the Petach- 
ment under my Command. 

'^ I am in possession of the arsenal, which appears 
well stored with arms and ammunition, and military 
stores, with a quantity of valuable ordnance on the 
works, which has not as yet been ascertained. 
'' I have not been able to ascertain the loss of the 
enemy, but it must have been considerable. 

lAst of Officers composing the Detachment for Escahide 

" under Major Welsh. 

** Captain Syms, of H. M. 69tb Regiment; Captain 
" Lindsay, Captain Cunningham, Lieutenant Carey, 
'^ Lieutenant Reed, Lieutenant Lane^ Lieutenant Baby, 
^' Lieutenant Baby, Captain Lucas, 3rd Regiment N. I. ; 
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" Captain Pepper, Captain Carfrae, Lieutenant Walker, 
*' Lieutenant Tagg, Lieutenant Dawson, Lieutenant 
" Goble, Lieutenant Inverarity, Lieutenant Jeffrey, 
*' Lieutenant Rule, Lieutenant Shepherd, Lieutenant 
" Blake, Lieutenant A. Bertram, Pioneers." 

Extract of a Letter from the Honorable Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sentleger to the Chief Secretary of the Go* 
vemmenty dated the 11th February, 1800. 

" In the hurry of my Dispatch of yesterday, I 
'? omitted to state, for the information of the Honor- 
" able the Governor in Council, the important services 
"I had derived from Major , Lamp ton's ability and 
'^ well-known professional skill ; an omission I feel, 
^^ and the more, as I am fully sensible of the service 
'* he rendered me." 



The Governor in Council considers the execution of 
the above service to reflect equal honor on the judg- 
ment with which it was planned, and on the signal 
zeal and bravery with which it was carried into effect. 
The Governor in Council accordingly conveys to the 
Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Sentleger, the expres- 
sion of his warmest approbation and thanks; and 
Lictttenant-Colonel Sentleger is requested to make 
known to the Officers and Troops under his Command, 
particularly to Major Welsh, who gallantly and ably 
conducted the party employed in the Assault, and to 



the other OfBcers mentioned by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sentleger, the sentiments of cordial approbation due 
to their meritorious conduct. 



(COPY). ' 

My dear Welsh, 

Thb Colonel desires me to 
communicate to you, that in consequence of Dis- 
patches this evening received, he is almost inclined to 
suspend your intended operations of this night; but 
on consideration of the confidence you express, and 
the preparations already taken, he is induced to per- 
mit you to put your plans in execution, under the 
positive restriction, that you act with the most perfect 
caution ; that you run no risk of attempting what 
you may be unable to accomplish; and, above all, 
that you hazard nothing, where any thing like a defeat 
could be claimed. 

You must be sensible of the confidence he has 
placed in you, and he feels assured that it is not mis- 
placed. 

Yours very truly, 

Charles Cunningham. 

i 6 o'clock. 

This Note from the Private Secretarj to Colonel Sentleger, I receifed 
as a ssimuhu, at the moment of marching for the Storm, and put it in my 
pocket, where it was found two days afterwards.— J. Wblsh. 



B. MCMILLAN, PRINTER, BOW-STREET, COVENT-OARDBN. 



^ 



/^ 



